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The Arya Samaj, being an independent organi
zation, decided to publish & history of its activities
independently. It was therefore necessary for the
Hindu Maha Sabha to tecord its activities separately .
The following pages are intended to give a faithful
picture of the struggle carried on on behalf of the
Hindu Maha Sabha.

The author of this book had the advantage ob
personal knowledge and experience. He had actively
participated in the struggle from the very beginning
and was an eye-witness to many happenings in Aurang
abad Jail. Tle was therefore in a unique position to
depict a true picture of the struggle.

In this struggle more than a lakh of rupees were
collected and spent on the movement and more th n
four thousand civil resisters were sent out to offer
civil resistance on behalf of the Hindu Maha Sabha.

In a struggle like this, many an act of heroism i
brought to light and human beings are shown in thei
true colours. The contribution made by the ‘Hind
Maha Sabha in this struggle, both in the field of action
as well as in deciding matters of policies and guiding
the activities throughout, was great enough to be
proud of. ;

The effects of this struggle are bound to be far
seaching. It has created pan-Hindu consciousness i
the Hindu race, and a stroug swill to resist against an

aggression.‘ Though this struggle ended in full victo ;
to the Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj, it i
not at all the end of it. In fact, it is the beginning @
a new struggle which will have to be fought on a fe
wider scale, when the fittest only will survive.

FOREWARD

By G.'V. KETKAR, B.A., LL.B Editor, Mahmuan-
General Secretary, Hindu Maha Sabha.

Sjt. S. R. Date, the Secretary of the M 3
Wovincial Hindu Sabha has written t(;us]\ ld:élrrnaiizl;)rli
uhun'u recording the history of the glorious struggle
lhpdu Civil Liberties in Hyderabad State. Bhfga-
ur is an old name for Hyderabad and is familiargin
shnrashtra. Hence the movement is known in thes
atts as the Bhaganagar Struggle. :

The struggle lasted nearly for a ear an i
‘ptember 1938 and ended 1};1 Augu)st I"93;.t bégl&n 11;
wons are enduring. The Hindu Maha Sabha, the Arya
amij rfnd for a time the Congress through it’s arn; t¥1e
tate (,.Qngress’, were involved in it. The Arya Samaj
mm:d\ its struggle to religious liberties. The Hind]
nlm..\ubha broadened the issue and included other civlill
Lerties also. The State Congress stressed the demand
bt responsible government. :

Open and secret attempts were made e
r.\'usun‘lajists from the co-(P;peration \/?flt;l t(ih\f: LanHirfgs
alia Sabha. But the Arya-Hindu unity stood the
wt of all sorts of attacks and influences, endured till
; cn{l of .the struggle and emerged triumphant. The
ya Samaj showed its virility, itsstrength as a well-
it rullgxgus organization, its intensity which cheerfull
e ';.111 kinds of suffering and even death. The Ar a{
pajist civil resister defied all hardships and even (ieazh
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and under the direction of Wardha the State Congress
vithdrew from the struggle abruptly in the middle.
t was a shameless betrayal. Then an attempt was made
o induce the Arya Samaj to stop the fight. It was
ien expected that the poor Hindu Sabha ‘would die’.
vould have to submit with ignominy, with an acknow-
cdgment of weakness. The nefarious plan is  brutally
sposed in all its nakedness by the statement of Shri
Jamodar Das, a responsible head of the State Congress,
vho was in close touch with Wardha ( See pp. 140-141 ).
le blurted out the truth. Poor Fellow! He did not
now that ‘truth’ was also to be used with discretion.
le was a Kachha Chela of Wardha.

Who frustrated the plan ? It was Veer Savarkar
vho did it, the second great thing which he and he
lone did for the movement. , The first great thing was.
o take up the movement although ostensibly it was
pened by Senapati Bapat. Ostensibly because the
lindu Maha Sabha was preparing for that movement
md waiting for a suitable opportunity. The generosity
vith which Savarkar supported Senapati Bapat may
e contrasted with the'attitude of the Congress exposed
)y the article of Shri. Damodar Das. “Look at this
icture and at this ” Oh ! Hindus.

Taking up: the cue from Senapati Bapat’s adven-
ure and giving a pan-Hindu basis to the movement
vas the first great act of Savarkar. The second act
vas preventing the Arya Samaj from falling a prey to
he machinations of the Congress. Savarkar attended
the momentous meeting of the Arya Samaj held at
sholapur. It was originally planned for the sake of
suspending the Arya Samaj movement. Congress leaders
vho hatched the Plan almost took it for granted that

The Maha Sabha as a political organization had
supply the brain power. Its sacrifices in men and mon
were also tremendous. Senapati P.DM. Bapat beg
the fight purely as a fighter against human injusti
His idea was really to aid the State Congress.
Senapati really appealed for support from Congress
out-side. He formed a body of Congressite civil resist
But Congressmen turned cold shoulder towards hi
They depended on the Wardha Oracle which did
want to embarass the Nizam. The non-embarassm
. vow which is limited to the war situation in the case
a foreign government is extended to all time when
indigenous especially Muslim mis-rule faces the public.
Wardha Oracle depended upon Maulana Azad. This dep
dence is a characteristic example of the pseudo-impa
ality orimpartiality complex of the Congress. Its influe
was again visible recently in the Sind affair. Gan
had sent Shrimati Padmaja Naidu to make a repl
on the situation. But her report could not be relied on
probably she was a Hindu. Her report subsequently
the Hyderabad riot also was suppressed. It did not com
light except for some passages published by the Mahs
Maulana Azad selected Dr. Hamid as his trusted emiss:
to go to Hyderabad and to report the situation.
Hamid reported that the Nizam’s Government is re
to grant all rights if Hindus and Muslims agreed. T
was a big ¢f. The same §f which haunts the probl
of Swarajya for all India. Dr. Hamid ' relied on
Yar Jung-Narsingrao talks which subsequently «ca
to nothing, not because the Hindu demanded
more rights but the Muslims were opposed to the v
principle of responsible government.

. The Congressmen in British India did not to
Senapati Bapat even with a pair of tongs. On the ot
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- taint of ‘Communalism’ of which thcy make an excuse

'a\'vay from the taint of Hindu Sabha. This ‘Nationalism”
@d not want to embarass the Nizam. This Nationa-
lism relied on a Muslim emissary like Dr. Hamid,

X

§tate Congress and rob its priority. It is a silly reason-
ing. For even in October 1037, when on Dharmaveer
Wamanrao Naik anniversary, Yashawantrao Joshi had
advocated defiance of the ban on the procession, elderly
leaders prevailed upon him to wait for a year. But
even supposing that the Hindu Civil Liberties Uniom
forestalled the Congress, the latter would have seen the

lat.er. The thing is that they did not know their own
mind. The reasoning for suspension was manufactured
over their heads at Wardha. They created a wrong
notion by constant repetition of the untruth that they
were the first in the field and the Hindu Sabha came in
afterwards to disturb their ‘pure nationalism.” The
real thing is that the Hindu sabhaits were first in the
field and the State Congress people were dragged in
for prestige. They then suddenly backed out. Their
upwise and uncalled for entrance and exit unnecessarily
did great harm to the Hindu Sahha movement.

And what was this pure ‘Nationalism’ which ram

who declared that the problem depended on ‘Hindu-

Muslim unity’ that was likely to emerge from the Yar.

Jung-Narsingrao talks. The talks prolonged and
came to nothing. If the Hyderabad problem was purely
‘political’ why did the emissary of the Congress depend
on the Yar Jung-Narasingrao talks which were talks.
between Hindus and Muslims ? The Nizam’s Government
issued a press note denying any connections with these
talks which duped the State Congress people.

The fight of the Hindu Sabha was against tremend-
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o odds.  The Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj
vt on one side, while Congress, British Government
Ll the Nizam on the other. There were no ABC
tlises in Nizam’s jails.  The terrible incidents in
Aurangabad jail are recorded by the author in this.
book. He was himself an eye-witness.

Sit. S. R. Date, had attended the Latur Conference-
which had sown the seeds of the movement. He headed
{he inquiry made by the Maharashtra Hindu Sabha..
}e toured in Nizam's State and prepared and publishtd
i detailed report. He was a member of the Civil Resist-
ance Committee which organized the movement before
it was formally sanctioned by the Hindu Maha Sabha
in its Nagpur Session. He led a batch of Satyagrahis to-
Aurangabad and experienced all the hardships of that
potorious jail. He is therefore, best - fitted to record
the story, which marks a milestone in the awakening of
Hindudom which Savarkar’s lead has roused.

Let every Hindu reader read, agitate, and inwardly
digest the lessons of the Hyderabad struggle. Let him.
after reading this book circulate it amongst friends”
Let it prove a light which lights another nor goes less.
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S. V. Pathak,

who suffered and at last died in
Hyderabad jail, and all those
myrters who laid down
their lives in the fight
for freedom.




CHAPTER 1

HYDERABAD STATE

IN RECENT YEARs Hyderabad State has attracted
public attention on a large scale. It had been the
centre of political and religious activity which in course
of time assumed wide dimensions : and it appears that
it will grow in importance as the scheme of the All India
Federation will develop. It is undoubtedly being
made a Muslim State. The pro-Muslim bias intro-
duced into the administrative machinery since the
accession of the present Nizam to the Gadi of Hydera-
bad in 1911, has been much responsible in creating a
wide gulf between the Hindu and the Muslim commu-
nities of the State. The Aligarh spirit which had
once dominated only the authorities, has now been
completely imbibed in the mind of the Muslim commu-
nity. The Muslim natives of the Dominions who were
once quite friendly and brotherly towards their Hindu
neighbours, have now begun to look down upon them
as rulers to the ruled !

This policy had its natural effect. It created a
stir in the Hindu community which was, and still is,
to a large extent, disorganized. It gave new life and
start to the Hindu organizations all over the Domi-
nions. The tremendous agitation led by the Hindus
of the State and also of the outside, during the last five
years and more, has aroused the feeling of self-con-
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i i indus now feel that

in the Hindu mind. Hin .

g?;:rf;eglif they become, they can d:llrel}; a:isszt Htlt:;ﬁ_
inistra

d bend and mend the a . hi-

?ﬁel:;st: ncare for the benefit of the Hindu community

f the largest tracts

: opularly called, are one 0

ﬁ tllelz.?:iafngef one despotic rule. BThe tol'if.clh airseanoo
xcluding that of tpe? erar w ;

(ti}l}feci;;u;dn‘:inistered by the British India Government

ich i uare miles. Amongst Il'ldla}'l Sta.tes‘
Khli(s:hﬂlli ?ii’sio?nsgrea after Kashn.leie ?EZ\}; 1sit8igs),8to,-
i ation point o 5 the

e mﬂ:rsl. sthfl(;ningci)frlxﬂ StatesI,) having a populatl,
lafrgeSt m214g8 persons according to the census qf 193}:
0hLMﬁu’al revenue yield of the State .excludmg. h
T; a'ns Paigahs and Serf-e-khas etc., 15 ::LboveI e(xg “
g:oriilzvilich is far more than that of any other India
State. it el .
i speaking, it 1s '51tuated practis

call Gi‘:logc;ipﬁf::tlyof flfe southerp India. Thltla cc;:n
. like a series of vast rolling uplands hav % 1
iz lavation of about twelve hundred feet a o
average1 . 1. Broken hill masses are to be found scattered
e e the torritory. The high table land of th
a)iccz‘r,lerstretches down towards the ea.st descizn .
i the vast plains. This whole terrl.torylt' oy
mtoh best and the richest parts of Igdla.. 111
ji i d also rich in minerals, especially in co atn
gzgltsl : :’ﬁle two great rivers of ‘the Deccan,—t

or even that of the Central Provinces excluding Berar,

memory, is
Godavari. Parali Vaijanath and Ghrishneshwar, two

twelve Jyotirlingas, are the holy places of the Hindus.
Bhawani of Tuljapur and Amba of Ambajogai
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Godavari and the Krishna— flow through these regions,
and enrich the soil of an extensive area. There are
large forests covering a total area of about 9,000 square
miles, which is almost ten per cent of the total area of
the State. Practically all kinds of crops and especially
cotton, rice, jawar, and all kinds of sceds are produced. .
Castor seed is one of the' largest products of the State,

Its annual crop being almost sixty per cent of the total’
produce of the world.

Linguistically, the State is not
About seventy lakhs or almost half of the population is
Telugu which occupies the eastern half of the State.
Marathi speaking population which is about thirty-
cight lakhs resides in northern and western districts ;
while Canarese which is the mother-tongue of about
sixteen lakhs is spoken in a few districts in the South.
Generally Urdu is the language of the Muslims who
are about fifteen lakhs in number and are scattered
all over the territory. But though they form only
10.5 per cent of the total population of the State, their
Urdu language is considered as t

he language of the
State and the Court, and all Government business from
lop to bottom is carried on through it.

Historically, the State includes
interest and of importance. There are the Elora caves
which are one of the best relics of Buddhistic architec-
ture. The fortress of Devagiri still shows the best
engineering and strategic skill of its builders, Paithan,
the capital of the great King Shalivahan of r

enowned
situated on the banks of the  river

of the

homogeneous,

many places of

are
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s of worship of the Marathas. Nanded,

the place of Guru Govind Singh, where ‘cvery .Slk?hz;\zg

down his head in honour of the great (.xuru, 1fs 1s1 eir _
ithin the State. There are the battlefields of che

s Udgir and Kharda, where the Maratha forcez

Il?:(;n orrgl;.ted the Nizam armies. The holy plI:\lI;;sld:u,

Dnyaneshwar and Eknath, of Ramdas ;mi i

and so many other saints are there. In fact, '

A . is State have not only
both inside and outside of this of common

i ¢in, but also
bonds of Kkith and kin, 1lso 4
ﬁ:ilgg: lg)oth religious and cultur'al, within the bound
aries of’the State as also outside it._
Before the advent of the fourteenth
7 nly Hindu . .
ﬂ;irte:;e;:lc?ia.y The Muslim invaders who .hzuli‘I (:?}ff;
d Punjab and other parts in !
T:(llgy h?tt;(;lx(;nth arid twelfth centuries, had fidsit;:.-
blished their supremacy in -De)ilzlggnc}o:h:h:ug:s\:nﬁm
. It was however, 1M ; 1
:ﬁgfc‘tgl invasion of the South was contempla:ted. u.;&tlzil
ud(-din Khilji, the nephew of the thertxhruhsongt hs 3
= i decided to run down on the g :
Jaézie\:ld-?g: Vindhya mountains and came up FORF}}
‘ (f:cl;rtress of Devagiri, now called paulatabad, whereOf :}]l
Ramdevroy had made his cagltal. It .wasf i\e el
most marvellous and strate;gilcaléy buill‘ie c;atr:way ;
i i nsidered as y te
India. Tt was rightly o0 hills on threc sides

the South. It is surro

ai
keeping a commanding eye on the east. It was s

that he who possessed this impregnable fortress,

i le

his control over the whole - rm .
1’?1?5 eskill of construction and ingenuity eyflllllblietasac
building this fortress had attracted and still a

even the military experts of today. It was impossib

still ‘the place

century,
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to break into it. But what the expert engineering
«kill and strategy of the position had succeeded in
achieving, the weakness of human heart succeeded in
destroying. The advancing forces of Ala-ud-din Khilji
who had pretended that he had had quarrel with
his uncle and that he was going to the south to
seck service somewhere, marched on the off-guard
soldiers of the King of Devagiri and the secret “fifth
column” spies showed the invaders the private and
secret ways to get into the inside of the fortress.
Ala-ud-din succeeded in defeating the King Ramdevroy,
and after annexing a vast territory and enforcing upon him
4 big annual tribute, returned to Delhi. A few years
later, however, Ramdevroy took opportunity to re-
fuse to pay the tribute and tried to be independent
again, After Ala-ud-din became the Sultan of Delhi,
he sent in 1308 a large force under the command of
his general Malik Kafur who marched against Ram-
devroy, defeated him, and annexed his kingdom to
the throne of Delhi. Malik Kafur then ran down still
farther in the South. He took possession of the fort-
ress of Warangal and defeated the Hindu King who was
ruling there, Then he went straight upto Dwara-
samudra, the seat of the Hoysal Kings, captured that
place and ruined the dynasty; and after creating a masjid
on the Coromandel coast, he returned to Delhi. This
was the first time when Muslims penetrated their way
into the South. As usual what they did in the North,
they did in the South. They came to stay. At the time
of returning, Malik Kafur had appointed his agents at
all important places, and carried a vast plunder with him.

After the Khiljis, came the Tughlaks.

Muhammad

Tughlak had heard of the glory of the fortress of Dev-
oiri and was enamoured of it. He also wanted to ex-
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tend his territory in the south and keep control over it.
He, therefore, decided to carry his capital from Delhi
to Daulatabad. But he failed in his attempt, and on
account of the troubles in the north he had to return
to Delhi. It was impossible in those days, when commu-
nication was extremely difficult, to control the South
from the North and the Sultans of Delhi had no other
alternative but to depend upon their trusted agents
in the South. But exactly those very trusted agents |
tried to overthrow their suzerin masters and became
independent. It was in 1347, that a young resource-
ful man called Hasan Gangoo who was an officer of
high station in the Deccan at that time, succeeded
in overthrowing the suzerin power of his masters at
Delhi and became virtually independent. He founded
the Bahamani dynasty in the Deccan and in order
to avoid any interference of his principals in the North,
he removed his capital to Gulburga far in the South.
The Muslim invasion of the Deccan created a fatal
offect on the minds of the Hindu Kings. They began
to consider the invaders as if of superior complex ;
and on account of the defeats after defeats which they
had to sustain, pessimism grew everywhere. It was,
however, due to the efforts of Harihar and Bukka,’
and Vidyaranya, that Hindus regained their confidence.
After the defeat of the king of Warangal, Harihar and
Bukka, the two brother princes went in Karnatak
and founded the kingdom of Vijayanagar in 1336.
This was ten years before the establishment of Baha-
mani kingdom. The Empire of Vijayanagar grew
both in spirit and outlook, and spread practically every-
‘where to the south of the river Tungabhadra. There
were occasional fights between the Kings of Vijaya-
nagar and the Bahamani Sultans. But . practically for
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two hundred and forty years, both the kingdoms grew
and prospered. on the south and the north of the
river Tungabhadra. In course of time the Bahamani
kingdom became decentralised and five small kingdoms
grew out of it. But in 1565, they combined and gave
4 death-blow to the Empire of Vijayanagar and ruined
the powerful Hindu Kingdom of the South.

The Emperors of Delhi were offended by the over-
throw of their suzerinty by their agents. But on account
of the ceaseless troubles near and in their capital itself
they could scarcely get an opportunity and sufﬁcien'é
strength to crush them. It was not till the time of
Akbar .that the Sultans of Delhi could engage them-
selves in the problem of subjugating their agents in
the South. In 1504, Akbar sent a force under the
«:oxprnand of his son Murad against the Nizamshahi
which was one of ‘the principal off-shoots of tht;
Bahamani Kingdom. He besieged the fort of Ahmed-
nagar, jbut failed in capturing it. At last Akbar himself
came in the Deccan and captured Ahmednagar in
1600; but he could not ruin Nizamshahi. After the
fleath of Akbar, Jahangir appointed his son Shaha-
jahan, the Subhedar of the Deccan. He fought a num-
ber of battles against the forces of Nizamshahi and
gave them a crushing defeat at Khadki, now called
Aurangabad. But on account of the intrigues carried
on against him in the capital itself, he returned to Delhi.
f‘\fter the death of Jahangir, Shahajahan became the
§ultan of Delhi and appointed his son Aurangzeb the
Subhedz}r of the Deccan. Thus the previous system
of appointing a trusted servant as their agent was given
up and the new system of appointing direct descendants
of the royal family to act as Subhedars was adopted.
But these royal Subhedars had all their eyes fixed on
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the “happenings in the capital. For some tin}e they
continued as Subhedars, but every time they seized the
first opportunity to run to Delhi, lest, some other might
occupy the throne. n
The Sultans of Delhi destroyed Nizamshahi in
1636, and divided their territory between themsel.vw
and Adilshahi of Bijapur. Aurangzeb who was appoint
ed the Subhedar of the Deccan in 1630 remos./ed his
capital from Barhanpur in the North to Khadki in the
South, now called Aurangabad, named after him, z-md
ruled there upto 1644 when he returned to the capital
to make his position firm. While he was in the Deccan
he tried his best to destroy the remaining two off-shoots
of the Bahamani kingdom, namely the Adilshahi'oi
Bijapur and Kutubshahi of Govalkonda. But during
the short period he was in the Deccan, he could not
complete his mission. He had also to face the new and
growing power of the Marathas. But he never gave up
the thought of crushing all of them. Immedla:tely after
he assumed the reigns of Government, he dxrec:ced all
his energy towards establishing his supremacy mn the
 South. But even after ceaseless efforts, he could. not
succeed. The great Shivaji had, in spite of opgosuion
from all quarters, founded an independent kingdom
of his own, and effectively checkmated the onglaughts
of the Mogal Armies. At last Aurangzeb decided to
lead a campaign himself and took an opportunity.
after the death of Shivaji to come to the South. He
first completed his mission of destroying the tottering
kingdoms of Bijapur and Govalkonda in _1687 and in
1689, and assassinated the Maratha Raja Sambhaiji
in a most cruel and terrible manner. But the murd(?:
of Sambhaiji, instead of crushing their spirit, elec.tn-;
fied the whole Maratha Nation, and it became imy
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possible for the Sultan to subjugate them. He carried
on an incessant campaign for over twenty years against
the Marathas, but found them invincible. At last he
saw that all what he had tried to gain in the Deccan was
lost and died of broken heart at Ahmednagar in 1707.

After the death of Aurangzeb, the Muslim power
of Delhi weakened rapidly. His successor, Bahadur-
shah was a weak man. He could not control the
intrigues going on in the capital itself against him.,
At that time a young man named Mir Kamar-ud-din,
otherwise known in history as Chinquilizkhan, Asafjah,
or Nizam-ul-mulk, was growing in importance. He
was a shrewd politician. He had been a lieutenant
in the campaigns of Aurangzeb, and was one of his.
trusted men. In 1713, he was appointed the Subhedar
of the Deccan, and was at Aurangabad for three years.
He was again appointed the Subhedar in 1724, when
he came decided to remain in the Deccan permanently.
The position of the Emperor at Delhi was going from
bad to worse; and it became impossible for him to
control or improve the situation. As soon as the Nizam
came in the Deccan as the Subhedar in 1724, he over-
threw the control and suzerinty of his masters at Delhi
and became virtually independent. In order to avoid.
any interference from the Emperors, he shifted his capital.
from Aurangabad far down in the South to Bhaganagar,
now known as Hyderabad. This man was the founder
of the Asafjahi dynasty popularly known as Nizamshahi
or Mogalai, which still rules at Hyderabad and which
has been a source of constant trouble to the Hindus in
general and the Marathas in particular. i

The decline of the Mogal Empire and the rise of
the Maratha power have been practically simultaneous,




10 BHAGANAGAR STRUGGLE

After the death of Aurangzeb, there was all chaos
and turmoil in the capital and the whole fabric of admi-
nistration had tumbled down. At that time Daudkhan
Panni had been the Subhedar of the Deccan. In order
to protect himself against the invad?ng forc_s. he
sought protection of the Marathas. This protection was
given on the understanding that the Marathas .shoulfi
exercise their right of Chauthai on the Subhedari terri-
tory of the Deccan. In 1712, Nizam-ul-mulk was ap-
pointed the Subhedar; but he refused to admit the
right of the Marathas to collect Chauthai on the ground
thar there were fueds amongst the Satara and Kolha-
pur princes of the Marathas and therefore thel:e was
no rightful heir of the Gadi accepted by all. 'Thls a'ttl-
tude of the Subhedar would have led to an 1mmed_1a.te
struggle but the Nizam was called _back .to ]?elhx in
1715 and one Husain Alli was appointed in his place.
He saw the growing power of the Marathas and entered
into a treaty with them by which he ackpowledged
the right of the Marathas to collect Chau.thal and Sar-
deshmukhi throughout the Subhedari provinces, and ad-
mitted the integrity of the Maratha Territory vc:hlch
then included the Swarajya of Shivaji and the provinces

of Khandesh, Berar and Karnatak. On the other hand

Marathas promised to maintain an army of 15,000
for the protection of the Subhedar and maintenance of
peace and order throughtout the Subhedari Dlst-ncts.

This position continued till 1724 when the Nizam-
ul-mulk was reappointed the Subhedar’of the Deccan.
He tried, however, to raise the old objections regz}rdmg
‘the rightful ruler of the Marathas, and refused to abide by
the terms of the treaty. This enraged the P§hwa Bajirao
who was at that time engaged in the wars in Karnatak.
But he soon returned and immediately led an army
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against the Nizam and defeated him at Palkhed in
1728. A treaty was then made at Mungi Shevgaon
by which the Nizam agreed to accept the terms of
the previous treaty and acknowledged Shahu as the
rightful heir of the Maratha Empire.

Bajirao was one of those men who envisaged the idea
of overthrowing the Mogal Empire and establishing
Hindu supremacy in its place. He saw the tottering
edifice of the Mogal Empire of Delhi and decided to
pull it down. He was quite capable to accomplish
this project. All his efforts were directed towards
gaining supremacy in the North. Had he lived a few
vears more he would certainly have changed the map
of India. The Nizam at that time was only a Subhe-
dar of the Sultan of Delhi. Bajirao decided to cut at
the very root and allow the branches to fall down auto-
matically. In 1737, he attacked the forces of the Em-
peror. The Emperor wanted protection and the Nizam
ran to his help ; but their forces were defeated by Bajirao
at Bhopal. The Emperor then entered into a treaty
with him by which Bajirao obtained a territory yielding
an annual revenue of thirteen lakhs.

In.1748, Mir Kamar-ud-din, the first Nizam died
and was succeeded by his son Nasirjang who died in
1750 and Muzfarjang became the Nizam; but he
too soon died and Salabatjang succeeded him in the
same year. This Nizam refused to admit the right
of the Marathas to collect Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi.
This led to a struggle. Salabatjang had received help
from his brother at Delhi. A battle was fought at
Sindkhed in 1755. The Nizam's forces were crushed.;
and he entered into a treaty with the Marathas, by
which he ceded to them a territory yielding an annual
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revenue of twenty-five lakhs. But the terms of the treaty
were broken. The Nizam did not give the promised
territory of twenty-five lakhs, and therefore, the Mara-
thas attacked the Nizam at Udgir in 1760, where the
Nizam’s army was completely routed and the Marathas
annexed a territory yielding an annual income of eighty
lakhs to their Empire. This brought all the territory”
of the Nizam to the west of Hyderabad under the
Maratha rule.

But the defeat of the Marathas at Panipat gave
new life to the Nizam who began to interfere into the
Maratha territory. Again the Maratha forces gave:
him a crushing defeat at Rakshasbhuvan in 1763.
After a few years when there were internecine feuds:
amongst the Peshwas, the Nizam Ali took an oppor—
tunity and refused to pay the tribute. This again led
to a struggle and he had to face the Maratha forces.
at Kharda in 1795 where the Nizam was completely
routed and had to cede all the territory from Parinda to-
Tapti and pay a sum of three crore rupees to the Peshwa.
It will be seen from the history that since the
establishment of the Nizam rule in the Deccan in 1724,
six great battles were fought between the Marathas
on one side and the Nizam on the other, and in every
one of them the Marathas were successful and the Nizam.
was completely defeated. In the battle of Palkhed,
at Bhopal, at Sindkhed, at Udgir, at Rakshasbhuvan,
and lastly at Kharda, the Nizam was given a crush-
ing defeat; but every time after the treaty was made,
he took the earliest ~opportunity to break the terms.
History has shown that the Nizams were never able to-
withstand the Maratha forces; but every time they
seized the first opportunity to break their promises.

In the present struggle also the Nizam Governmen
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had to yield before the civil resisters and it is to be
hoped that now at least, the Nizam Government will
maintain the promises so solemnly given.

After the establishment of the British supremacy
over the whole of India, the Nizam has been the friend
of the Crown. The first treaty between the East India
Company and the Nizam took place in 1766 when Nizam
Ali was the ruler. This treaty went into modifications
from time to time. In 1798, the Nizam entered into
another treaty with the East India Company and accept-
ed the protection of the British sword under subsi-
diary system. This is another form of Chauthai system.
In 1822, the British waved their right of collecting
the Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi over the Nizam Domi-
nions, which they had obtained after destroying the
Peshwas in 1818. By a treaty in 1853, the districts
of Berar, Osmanabad and Raichur were ceded to the
British in payment of the overdue balance of the ex-
penses of the British army which was kept for the pro-
tection of the Nizam. But the two districts of
Osmanabad and Raichur were returned to him on
account of his help in crushing the war of independence
of 1857. Since that time the Nizam territory has re-
mained in tact. By the treaty of 1go2, the British
Government promised to pay a sum of twenty-five
lakh rupees to the Nizam as his royalty over the Berar
and by the recent treaty made in 1936, his sovereignty
over Berar was confirmed, and his flag is now allowed
to be hoisted over the Berar and his representative
is received at Nagpur.,



CHAPTER II

THE DESPOTIC RULER ot

His Exuartep Hicuxess the Nizam Sir Osman
Alikhan, the present ruler of the Hyderabad State
is the seventh descendant of the Asafjahi dynasty.
He was born in 1886 and after the death of his father
Mir Mahabub Ali, was crowned king on 2g9th August 1911,

He is a man of restless energy. For him it is not
at all unusual to work from early in the morning till
late in the evening and sometimes even far into the
night. He is very simple in his habits and very regular.
He has no passions or hobbies of any kind. He rarely
goes out of the “King Kothi” and all his walking hours
are devoted to making inquiries about what is happen-
ing in his extensive dominions.

He is a strong willed and despotic administrator.
Immediately after his accession to the Gadi of Hyder-
abad, he decided to take upon himself the whole admi-
nistration of the State, and ruled, without a minister
for full five years. He is very fond of power and al-
ways rules by firmans. Even now though the members:
of the Executive Council who are there on account
of the sweet will of their master, have been investedi
with certain powers and authority, yet they cannot
go against his will even in trifling matters. In fact,

they all work in the shadow of his personal rule. All

the decisions of the Council are subject to the confirm-
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ation by their master; and therefore, before they
take any decision in any matter, they try to find out
their master's will so that their decisions may not be
upset. There are scarcely any who can contsol his
will except the will of the paramount power which did
bridle him when, on occasions, he tried to be too off
for them.

One of the weaknesses of the Nizam is that he
loves money too much. He hoards it like anything.
After he was crowned king, he began to receive forced
Nazaranas from his subjects, and from the feudatory
chiefs. He toured all through his territory and under
the name ot Nazarana actually looted his subjects.
Besides the sum of fifty lakh rupees which he takes from
the State treasury every year for his personal expenses,
he receives a vast income from his private property.
His private estate which is known as Serf-e-khas,
of which he is the sole master and absolute admini-
strator, is about 8,110 square miles in area and yields him
an annual income of about a crore and a half rupees.
It is said that after the king of Japan who is supposed
to possess fabulous wealth, Nizam is the richest man
in the world today. j

He is a staunch and a fanatic Muslim. His tutors,
it is said, imbibedin his mind the idealism of Aurang-
zcb; and rightly or wrongly, he is closely following
the footsteps of that august monarch. He is made to
believe that he must proselytise the Islam at least in
his State and carry on the mission of his forefathers
of converting the Hindu Subjects to the faith of Islam
on a mass scale; and if in these days he cannot like
Aurangzeb, openfacedly use his sword for this purpose,
he fulfils his aim by using pressure of his power and
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2 . o > ,Is]amic

. He is too much influenced by tho.,.pan L
?;re:lt;sm 3 :md it is said that he once entertained an lstli::l
of even ’becoming the Khalipha of the whole Mu .

World. ' -

The administration of the State consists mainly
of two parts.  One is called the Divani Ilaquas where tshe
administration of the State is direct. It' is about 58.5
per cent of the total area of the Sta:te. ‘l‘he remaining
part consists of a number of Jahagirs, Sansthans, :oax;
gahs and Serf-e-khas estates etc., and forms al t}l:
41.5 per cent of the State area. These belong tq omel
feudatory chiefs who had serv_cd their mastel:s_ in g o
old time. They are both I-Imdus. and Muslm'ls who
possess these estates. The following table will show
their proportion and their relative incomes.

Annual inc.ome' of Hindu Mus!_im
the Jahagirs in Jahagirdars Jahagirdars
Rupees.

6,000 to 12,000 39 95

12,000 t0 25,000 e 55

25,000 to 50,000 20 24

50,000 to I,00,000 6 9
1,00,000 and above 7 £

The last seven Hindu Jahagirdars having an ann
income of more than a lakh rupees possess tc_)tal s:;]t::
yielding an annual income of abou_t twenty-exght 1 3
while the twelve Muslim Jahi';gxrdaxs. receive Pal_)out
sixty-four lakhs from their Jahagirs. Bes'ld«s, the Paigah
Jahagir belongs to a relative of the Nizam, and alone

jelds an annual income of about fift_y lakhs. These
}lahagks or sub-States are a kind of heirarchy of feudal
lords who have not only large property to own, but
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great powers to rule over the peoples living in their
estates. Feudal system has at all times proved a great
source of help to the autocratic sovereigns everywhere.
But feudalism has now vanished away. The gradual
mtroduction of democratic institutions of administra-
tion has practically demolished the old and tottering
wdifice of the feudal system in British India, but it still
continues to exist in the Hyderabad State. These
feudatory lords administer all functions of the Crown

~wver their respective areas; but eventually they are

under the supreme control of their direct sovereign.

Constitutionally, the administration of the State
& personal. The Nizam is the “fountain head of ‘all
administrative authority.”” He can make and unmake
any laws and rule as it may please him to do. He is
fot only the supreme head of the executive, but also
the source of law and justice. But in order to make
some show of meeting the “change of time and com-
plexities of modern life, new political perceptions in
the East and internal and external interest of the Domi-
nions”, some sort of legislative and executive machinery
was formed in 1894 ; but it was worth nothing and it
did nothing. In course of time, a member here and a
member there was added to it, but it had no real power
of any kind.

At present there is an Executive Council which con-
sists of seven members of which only one is Hindu.
In theory, the Council is invested with certain powers
of administration, His Exhalted Highness the Nizam

having reserved for himself certain powers of ultimate
Mgnificance, But in reality, it is a Council which has

mostly to execute the decrees of its master. It is said -

that many times the Council knows nothing beforehand
us,
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of most of the Firmans or Extra-Ordinary Gazettes
by which the Nizam initiates his meastures and issues
orders. In fact, the Council is his instrument; at
can share his confidence only in so far as, and no 'more
than, he is willing to give it. It has no business to
offer him advice, much less to direct his hand.

Then there is also a Legislative Council. It consists
of twentyone members, only six of whom are non-officials
Two of them are elected by Jahagirdars with an annual

income of Rs. 6,000 and above; and two members

are to be elected by the members of the High Court
to be nomi-

bar of Hyderabad. The remaining two are
nated by the Prime Minister one of which is to be a
nominee of the Paigah Jahagir. Even this Legislative
Council, thus formed, has neither any right of intes
pellation nor is the budget submitted before it even for
discussion. It meets once or twice a year and the sessior
each time continues only for an hour or two at the mos
In fact, it is simply a show and a farce.

The subjects of Hyderabad State do not enjoy
the privilege of even ‘managing their own munici pal
affairs. There is moAct in the State on the lines of
the Municipal Act in British India. A bill on the above
lines, applicable to the City of Hyderabad alone, wk ich
has a population of 4,66,874 according to the census
of 1931, is on the anvil of the local Legislature for
last thirty years or more ; but it has not been passec
as yet ! There is at present a municipality at Hyderabac
but it is practically a Government d t. In the
districts there are District Local Boards and the Taluk
Local Boards, but they have no authority of any kind
The members ‘of these boards are all nominated bu
they too have no effective power. -
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All sorts .of restrictions ar

., e placed ili

:i:;t?f educating -public opinion regarp din gonth:ah:tdnnmfa(':d{-

ation of the State. and no heed is paid to the ublit;

r;entxic;x; tI;Ilz bod)_' is tl:ll_owed to criticise in a gublic

e . admmxsent s c:xaolr of the State or the acts

mr’\l;:; policy .of the British Government is that of
e neutrahty: So long as the Nizam is read
- ow the aflvnce given by the British Resideny

y are on amicable relations with him. The cla.u:;

t forward by the Ni in hi
E’wding meArey w;zam in his famous letter to Lord

iise alllid.except mgtters relating to foreign powers
e e b
¢ ernal administration of i
iSI:a;:;,i ti]slillstI a:m much. as the British Gove(x)'m:lh;x:
il I:w : \N.lth the reservation mentioned
s (;ompleteo mw havc:i on all occasions acted
\ om and independence i
inter-Government  questio i N
i N ns that nat i
from time to time between neighbourslff-'ally s

Thus, paramountcy of the British rul
::glt;dr;y tl:ie Nizam. This privilege of thf:irh:;przex
e s e e

. - - n 0 o
&nosetsxcz ;nciln ctag;xfxty m.the State. But so f:xfgtflfergli:ag
B et ere with the policy and prestige of the
e peoesénen;. they 31le him full liberty to rule
. oo l]jsas e may wxsh They do not desire to
- Tlns .has‘admlmsﬂ:l tration howsoever worse it may
ey calied u! _ 'th ercffore, led to a series of events
- ~upon the Hmdus of the State, and also. of

e to.offer civil resistance on a large scale '
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ijes and at all times, under whate.
formh:)fan(}oc\?;‘;ltxgent, either aut‘ocr.atic o; democratt::
there have been some basic p.rmcnples o nadmthxen.ls 3
tion without which the relations 'betg:lee Ryl
and the ruled wouldhne\::i be hﬁlsctl ?emainan re.spbnsib ;
any circumstance the er mth . A &

i e form or other, :
:;ethffmgmﬂe:en?alofights of civil liberty andththe P ..;:
ciples of * justice and Eeqlxity ac::l?i)::: (lgys v:hel;eofh :
i ime. Even in a i
md:r:;ev:;et limited to very small areas :znd :.‘
the ruling princes had very l.ittle 'powe;' geir Cgtat
ver their peoples, the administration of e o
o responsible to their peoples. When in la yt :
Ying doms grew in size and strength., feudal sys 1
:::tid as a check over the u.m'uly prmcef‘.s T}I,l:yw7

emain responsible to their feudal lords W e

?o fLheir turn, responsible to the masses. In :eld

lt‘iln'les when the progress of science has redu

i brought the whole

i tween time and space, and .
dlsﬁc:lobsz together than ever before, the syst‘emed
bt i become much more complicated:

administration has o

and {‘ﬁi people have become tocf) m\:i}l dﬁ:;isen:fu :
dministrati chinery for m of

pe iy it maAll c:fo,orts are now required te

ess and protection. . et
i large scale, an ,

ade collectively and on a : :
EtﬂI: place for individual efforts. With the progress

tic institu ions

ern science, therefore, flen}ocra e
ﬁtav?ogrospered even in totalitarian and autql(;ra
States. According to the notions recogmuéio £
democ.ratic constitutions, submission bto. 'chfe‘m o
ity has always implied some basiC dam. t
?)‘!:?g:rt‘i?ns on the State. They are general.ly : ’
that the State in its corporate capacity has n
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religion of its own and shall make no discrimination
in its treatment of religious institutions of one
faith or other; ' -

that the State authorities shall not make any
distinction in different sections of its population
on the grounds of religion, caste or creed in
promulgation, application, and administration of the
laws of the State;

that the agency of various Services through which
the laws of the State are administered shall not be
nominated from amongst the members of the class
to which the sovereign for the time being belongs.

In fact, the State must not recognize, much less en-
courage the idea of a ruling class among its subjects ;

that the State shall give equal opportunities to

the different sections of its subjects for observance .
of their religious ceremonies, customs, and social

usages, and for the promotion of their respective

cultural institutions;

that the State shall Tecognize the right of every

citizen to enjoy full freedom of conscience and to

freely profess and practise his or her religion and

social customs and usages, subject to public peace

and order, and morality, and subject to similar

rights of other citizens;

that the State shall not put any handicap on its

subjects in the matter of the study of their own lan-

guage and literature and shall give necessary

facilities to carry on their literary activities ;

that the State shall recognize the right of every

citizen of free association and free expression for

purposes not opposed to law and morality, and shall

attach no disability to any person by reason of his
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are absolutely free and are all i

of mischief to their subjects. opmphecin h viga =
"I'his state of things continues practically i

Indian States. But in Hyderabad, lt’he prob}l’exiln h:l:
begope mucp more complicated on account of the
religious con'.fnderaﬁon‘ The Nizam is an enthusiastic and
;‘natxc Muslim while his subjects are 85 per cent Hindus.
he' triangular fight which we have to face in British

dia, namely between the British, the Hindu, and the

Muslim communities, is also to be found here. The Nizam
h.as no glesxre to share his power and responsibility with
his su!:]ects. He is one of the most autocratic and
despotic rulers the world has ever produced. But if
on account of the force of circumstances and the march'
of time he would be required to move in the direction
of dempc.racy, he would desire that that power and
responsibility should be shared by his Muslim co-reli-
gionists more than by the Hindus. The Muslims of
l!yderabad State are, therefore, placed in the best of
circumstances. It is true that they have no indepen-
dent voice under the Nizam's autocratic rule; but
they wield vast powers in the conduct of the affa'u's of
the Stat-e. They have all the advantages which an
autocratic system can give. They occupy all the highest
posts and enjoy power and position which their official
designation gives them. The State service and the
State patronage is practically reserved for them. They
oonsu.ler themselves as belonging to the Royal race and
superior to and above the common people who form the
vast multitudes of the population.

; With the Hindus, however, the i i
d_lﬁerent. They have all the dimdvancaﬁs;slso:n ttl;g
side. ’l‘.hey form the bulk of the population; but the
have neither power nor prestige with their ruler. Thez

or her religion, caste or creed to public employment
or office;
that the State shall be run on the principle of a
Trust with the Sovereign as the trustee for its people,
to whom the powers possessed by the Sovereign for
the time being in the name of the State, shall have
to be ultimately transferred ; and in order to achieve
this objective, the State shall establish representative
institutions and invest them with real powers of

These are some of the basic principles of modern
system of democratic constitutions. They are to a
large extent prevalent in British India. But nothing
of this kind is to be seen in Indian States. There are
some good princes who have a broad vision and a noble
mind. But even they are not able to mend the viciou:
system in which they are placed under the British
rule. In good old times, when the States were quite
independent kingdoms, and the paramount British rule
was not firmly established, they were responsible to their
subjects. They had to depend upon the active suppo
of their people, in times of war and peril. But since the
establishment of British power and protection, things have
changed enormously. Now, they have no necessity and,
therefore, are not responsible to their people. There
Has been unbroken peace and tranquility in the country
for over a century; and the States do not depend upon
their subjects for their protection, which they have
purchased from the British Crown under the Subsidiary
system and by accepting their paramountcy.
rulers of the States possess, therefore, power una
panied by ibility towards their peoples.
long as they keep their British masters satisfied, they
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must struggle and struggle very hard even 'for he
sake of mere justice. Even the primary fIghts of
citizenship are denied to them. The preferential treat-
ment meted out to the Muslims even in the app!
cation and administration of law and justice, has gone
to a large extent in severing the feelings of affn_nty n
which both the communities had once Rartxcxpa ed
But now they have practically nothing in commomn
with each other. The Muslims do not consider them-
selves as part of the population. They believe more
in their Royalhood than in their natjo.nl.m.od. They,
therefore, not only not help public activities for .th
advancement of the cause of democratic institutions
in the State, but in fact, oppose them under one garb
or other. Because they believe that, to the.m as a
Muslim community, democracy is not a blessing. At
present they hold all the positions of power and prestige
but with the introduction and growth of _democracy
they will have to share them with the Hlpdus. he
Muslim community in the Hyderabad .State is therefore
oppesed to all reform and introduction of democratic

ideas in the State.

can well be compared with those existing in Br} sh
India. As a matter of fact, the British are very
accomplished men and true lovers of democracy. They
have built in their country the wonderful system of the
democratic form of government. They love 1t.beyogx
their lives. But in governing India, they have imperia-
listic aims. They do not, therefore, desire to part with
power which they possess in India. They have crea~
ted a democratic form of government in tlfe sphere of
provincial administration ; but they still desire that the
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real and ultimate power must remain with them. They
cannot openfacedly repudiate the claims of democracy
which they have been extolling all through ; they have,
therefore, created a number of pretences which they
put forward to refuse introduction of real democracy
in India. One of these pretences is the protection of
the minorities. There are minorities everywhere in
the world. But the love and sympathy which the British
have been feeling for known and unknown minorities
in India is beyond limits. They have under this garb
divided the peoples of this country and created permanent
disabilities in the communities. The feeling of oneness
which the Hindus and Muslims had been [eeling towards
vach other has become over-strained. Now they look to-
wards each other with suspicion, The British have been
following the policy of favouring the Muslims at the cost
of the major Hindu community in all spheres of life.
They have been giving them preferential treatment in
legislatures, in services, and even in administration.
There is one common law in the country. But its
application is differential in the case of Muslims. This
has created affinity in the Muslim mind for the British
rule. The Muslim community has therefore, remained
quite aloof from all activities of national development
and progress of democracy. Some of the Muslim leaders
have gone to the length of saying that “It is the right
of the minorities to be treacherous to the motherland!”
They therefore, partake in all subversive and anti-
national movements and the British authorities simply
sympathise with them! Their policy has been that
of creating greater and greater demands of the mino-
rities and withholding the introduction of Swarajya
under the pretext of guarding their interests. This
naturally helps in making the gulf wider between the
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communities and fostering suspicion and ill-will reer
them. The “Church Times” an English journal, ha:
recently published a long and most valuable interview
by its special representative with a representative
Indian Christian, which is published in “Harijan” 0
May 8, 1940. He has very clearly and correctlyanalysed
the communal problem of India. He says:
«The differences, in so far as they exist between
Moslems and Hindus were certainly not created by
Great Britain. But forits own reasons these diffe:
ences have been fostered by the Imperial Governs
ment. The British policy has been “divide @
impera” and it has been directly responsible for
widening the gap that already existed between
the Hindu and the Muslim communities. It is
the Moslems of the cities of British India who have
made the complaints and have demanded protection
They have been given political and economic
powers out of all proportion to their numbers, influ:
ence, education, and culture. They are bound up
with the British rule and have everything to lose
if Britain withdraws.”
The policy which the Nizam is pursuing in his
State is just like the one followed by the British in
British India. His relations with the Muslim commu
nity of his State are far more attached than those of
the British rulers with the Muslims in British India.
They are as vital and of a permanent nature as the
relations between the British rulers and their Anglo
Indian and European subjects. Just as the Anglo
Indians and Europeans do not form the nationhood
of India nor do they help for the advancement of Home
Rule in British India, so are the Muslims of the Nizam
Dominions opposed to all progress of national character
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and on democratic lines. They are, therefore, opposed
to the idea of nationhood. They do not form a nation
in themselves, nor a part of it. It is to be found else-
where, outside of them, in the teaming millions who
form the society. In fact, it is the Hindudom which
forms the nation and which alone forms it!




CEAPTER III

MUSLIM BUREAUCRACY

L

As SOON As the present Nizam Mir Osman Ali Shah
became king, he set two objectives before him : the first
to become virtually independent, and the second, to
make Hyderabad, a Muslim State. When he came to power,
the late Maharaja Sir Kishan Prashad was the Prime |
Minister, but he had to resign and was succeeded by Nabab
Salarjang IIT in 1912. He continued in office till 1914
when he too had to leave it; and the Nizam decided to
rule himself. For full five years he carried on the
administration of the State without any minister..
During this period he harassed his poor subjects and
screwed out money under the name of Nazarana. An
extra Nazarana tax of 25 per cent was levied on the amount
of the land tax and was mercilessly collected. There
was no royal road to justice in the country and the
whole administration became corrupt. It is said that
the Nizam filled up his treasury by Nazaranas and the

like methods to an extent of forty crores of rupees within

a period of six years! The scandle of the Nazarana
grew so much that at last the British Government also
thought it necessary to advise the Nizam to stop it and
instead of personal rule, to appoint an Executive Council
to carry on the administration of the State. It was

therefore, in 1919 that the Nizam “felt the need for relief

from the greater portion of the duties of the Prime Mini-
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ster” and decided “to employ on a large scale, institu-
tional rather than personal agencies for the better
administration” of the State. This led to the formation
of the Executive Council which continues to exist today.
But still the Nizam is all supreme.

His second objective was that of making Hyderabad,
a Muslim State. It was a big task before him. But
he energetically set himself to finish it. When he came
to power, there were many Hindus who occupied high
posts in the State Service. The power and position
of their office naturally carried respect for them and for
their community. But the Nizam was bent on crushing
the Hindu domination in his State. He decided, therefore,
to reduce as much as possible the number of Hindus in
the State Service and fill up the vacancies by appointing
the Muslim candidates. Hindus had been carrying on
the administration of the State for a long time before.
In 1885, there were 4949 Hindus on the Civil list as
against 2882 Muslims. But within ten years of his
rule, the present Nizam exactly reversed the proportion.
In 1920, there were only 2393 Hindus as against 5174
Muslims on the Civil list, and the same process still
continues on an increasingly large scale. It is said
that when on occasions vacancies occur in any depart-
ment and are required to be filled up, the officers in
charge take care to recommend the names of only the
Muslim candidates; and in case, they are required to
have some non-Muslims in their Departments, they
have to think ten times before -they recommend
the names of non-Muslims, because when the papers
come back from the “King Kothi” they many times
have a question nmoted upon them “Are no qualified
Muslims available” or “why are not the names of quali-
fied Muslims sent up ?”
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wnder the name “The Nizam Subjects League.” The
Nizam could quickly see through the agitation. He
started the Osmania University at Hyderabadin 1918 and
wllered every opportunity to the State Muslims to become
wompetent to carry on the administration. Within
& few vears, the local Muslims could secure a fairly
Jarge percentage in the Service of the State; and the
Mulki movement in so far as the Muslims were concerned,
subsided. Now the strength of the Muslims in the
State Service has increased to such an extent that it
gan fairly be called a Muslim State. The following few
tables will show the proportion of the Muslims in the
State Services. These tables are taken from Govern-
ment Reports on the relative subjects and belong to
4 period some twenty years back, the latest figures be-
ing not available,

Proportion of the Hindus and Muslims in the State
Service in 1330 F. ( 1921 A. D. )

In the beginning ‘the Nizam ‘had to face mu ch
difficulty in getting good candidates. But he was able
to recruit a sufficiently large number from amongst the
graduates and undergraduates of the Aligarh University
The immigrants from Aligarh in Hyderabad State wer
so-many that within a short period they occupied practi-
cally all the posts of power and position in the State.

St. Nihal Singh who had visited Hyderabad in
1923, ‘writes that while he was one day talking with an
eminent Hyderabad Official, it casually occurred ‘to
to him to ask him if he could name off-hand how many
of his colleagues holding high posts in the Nizam se: vice
belonged to Aligarh University, he went on multiplying
the names and extending the list.

“Why not call Hyderabad an annexe of Aligarh
and be done with it 2’ St. Nihal Singh jocosely sug
gested to his friend..

“Why not”, he replied with a smile on his face,.
“you would not be far wrong if you did so.” . Annual pay in Rupees Hindus | Muslims
This policy and attitude of the Nizam Government
created a feeling.of superiority complex.in Aligarhwalas 300 to 600 1884 3380
over the matives of the State. They considered them= 600 to goo 302 718
selves as superior to Hindus because .though Hindus, goo to 1200 217 474
they admitted, were quite competent to carry on the 1200 to 1500 81 148
administration of the State, still they were Hindus. 1500 to 1800 85 204
and did not belong to the ruling class ; and they hated 1800 to 2400 44 172
the ‘Muslim ‘natives of the .State, ‘because tthl@ th.ey 2400 to 3000 27 110
belonged .to the Tuling .class, they were not competent 3000 to 3600 4 33 137
enough to carry in the administration ! This fecling 3600 to 4200 6 44
dmuimw‘mﬁm-hth4Mdd.me outsiders gave 4200 to 5000 9 59
birth to an agitation .called the Mulki movement. The: ‘5000 and above SI 205
Hindus and. the Muslims of the State organized themselves. K714
against these Aligarhwalas and a movement was started 2 2739 5651
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The following table shows the Proportion of : The following ta}ble shows t.he Propqrtion of th.e
. Hindus, Muslims and other communities in Gazetted Sta i lr(uu!us and the Muslims who received pension for their
l ‘Service. The figures refer to the year 1330 F.(1921 A. Dx) Service from the Nizam Government_ (r921r A. D.).
| | Pension amount in Rupees Hindus | Muslims
I Department | Hindus | Muslims | Parsis isti 200 to 300 489 1122
1 ' 300 to 600 171 370
ilu Secretariate 16 54 2 3 6oo to goo 56 130
[' k Finance 15 26 2 1 900 to 1200 25 117
f Revenue 20 106 4 2 1200 to 1500 8 42
I Police & Jail 13 40 1 4 1500 to 1800 3 26
‘ Medical 45 41 8 16 1800 to 2400 7 31
{‘ ‘ P.W.D. 34 62 4 7 2400 to 3000 5 25
| Judicial 12 136 e e 3000 to 3600 el 16
£ Educational 53 183 3 22 3600 to 4200 1 13
‘ Miscellaneous 40 126 9 II 4200 to 5000 T 15
e 5000 and above 5 27
Total 248 864 33 66 >
I : The following table shows the Proportion of the
Compare the above table of the Gazetted Sta Hindus and the Muslims in the Police and the Military
‘ Service in 1920 A. D. with a corresponding one of 1938 A.D. Service of the State (1921 A. D.).
' Payin Ru Hindus Muslims
Department | Hindus| Muslims | Parsis | Christ. Total 303 % 6?:5 | 5 | =
6oo to goo 72 345
Secretariate 9 66 3 B 8o 900 to 1200 38 170
w Finance 13 29 1 s 1200 to 1500 25 95
I Revenue 50 212 2 2z | 206 1500 to 1800 I 51
Police & Jail | 17 48 2 5 o 1800 to 2400 I 84
Medical 84 100 2 Lo - 2400 to 3000 3 28
P.W.D. 37 150 3 & 9% 3000 to 3600 4 12
Judicial 23 155 ik ) 178 3600 to 4200 i 1 17
Educational | 72 216 3 | 28 | 319 4200 t0 5000 6 15
Miscellaneousl 11 55 ce 4 70 5000 and above 8 62
‘ Total | 316 1031 16 | 63 1426 Total 719 2555

Ju.s.
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i figures that'in the
It will be seen ffom the above | ot
sphere of administration, and executive as V i

partm i Muslims
ial ents the proportion of the :
f::fmi::sly high. The number of Muslims in Medicals a nd

ble and planned in-

P. W. Departments shows considerable g
crease whli,laihe number of the Hindus in the Semhr‘}at. :
and the Finance Department has been reduced.f th
means that the Hindus who are 85.5 lper ce::r 28 = ..‘
ulation of the State, got only 20 9
Ig::alscpr.;'li)t:w while the Muslims \\');(t)i are ;)nnl)t'h Ieo.gta_
have got 72 per cent proportion wer.
girntice! Even this proportion .of Hindus is beng
reduced. The scheme of Muslimization of State Services i
still bemg carried on intensively, so much so that no .

not only every post of power, position and also

pay is occupied by the Muslims but even the lower grades

in the Service, nay even the posts of peons and chap

rashis are also occupied by the Muslims belonging to the

State or outside !

f this policy was obvious. It cr&t.

an alrg-}rﬁnsﬁ:oatmosp%ere throughout the St:l;.te : .“
educed the Hindus to a position of utter help! essr(nz e
’r['h ruler who guided the policies and the State Ci
Scre;lice who carried on the administration, fkept “?
common objective before them namely thfa,tdothcr(l:xi~t ) ¢
the Hindu domination and making Hyderaba 31 reo
of Islamic Culture. The Mu;hmf?ur&lgxmtl:::ymo:d oS
i ural conquest by atiec 2

fhu:eglina:]tu:‘ﬂz:nd by ‘c?xtting off the source.s 5:3‘;11“
watered the roots of Hindu Culture. They ;’1 : ;
possible mwns,fairand.foul, to accomplish their objective.

Their first drive was against all local languages. Ow

languages are the main sinues of culture and a strong
- o
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force and carriage of knowledge. The Nizam Government
however decided to dominate Urdu over the local langu-
ages. Urdu is the mother-tongue of only 10 per cent
of the population; 86 per cent of the people of the
Hyderabad State neither speak it nor understand it; but
it is the language of the Muslims, the language of the
ruling class! The Nizam Government did everything
in their power to arrest the growth of the local
languages and turn the tide in favour of Urdu,
It has become now, not only the official language of

the State and the Court; but even the sole medium

of instruction. It has affected the local languages

gricvously. They have suffered both in intent and
extent. Their growth has become stunted and their
vitality as a vehicle of cultural thought to those who
speak it is practically lost.

At one time there were more than four thousand

private schools which were conducted by the people
at their own expense and without any State aid.
These schools served a very useful purpose of imparting
rudimentary education in the three ‘R’s. As a matter
of fact, it was the duty of the State to help such a
useful work, In these days, literacy is of prime impor-
tance and is considered as one of the first charges on
the State treasury. But in the Nizam’s Dominions,
the State authorities instead of helping these institu-
tions decided to regulate their conduct in such a way
that stifled them. The following are some of the rules
which regulated the conduct of these Private Schools :

1. Educational institutions having fifteen or

more pupils on their registers, which are neither in
receipt of grant-in-aid from the Government nor are
recognized in any way by the Educational Department
will be considered as private institutions,
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n future, no private institution wx.ll.be start
by azr;y Iperson or perP;ons_ unless the sanction of the
proper authorities is obtained for tl}e. same. ’

3. Any person or persons desiring to. Startt.h
priva;.te institution shall gpgly for Penmstsliot; ltlg t
authorities concerned furmslmfg details on :,- 0l (b‘
points: (a) object of starting the institu lon’dition
description of building to be used and its conber o
(¢) curriculum to be followed, (_d) the.f_ m;limns ;
teachers to be employed and tl.lcxr qual.l ications.

4. If any private institution admits anyh pv_
of a Government recognized or aided scho:::1 w.tic;s .
not obtained a transfer c:ertlfxcate, the au 01; =3
the private institution will be bound tof ste}xll Bt
such pupils on the proper rgpresentatlon. ol fte ol
rities of the institution which the pupil left wi

r certificate. .

tms:’ With the exception of su<.:h children as
suffering from some contageous discease, aﬂl p:w:n
institutions shall be open to all students wi oud ,

distinction of religion, nationality, ca‘ste .or Free .
6. The curriculum for private institutions :
not include (a) religious instructl.on of a nature e t?i v
would hurt the (reﬁgiou§) feelings and suscgp (lbi
lities of the pupils following oth'ef creeds, an 58
any instruction whether of a political or n;u:l-isp;; it
nature which is likely to disseminate feeling o i my

either towards the Ruler, the Royal family
ent. .
Gov:mmAll private institutions shall submit g
prescl:ibed dates their annual returns to the proper

e authorities.

Stﬂt& The founders or the managers of all s
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private institutions as came into existence before the
promulgation of these rules, should furnish the detailed
information regarding their schools in the prescribed
form wighin three months from the date of this cir-
cular and should also state the exact date when they
were established.

9. If any private institution is opened after the
promulgation of these rules, without previously obtain-
ing the permission required by these rules, or if any
existing private institution fails to submit the annual
feturn required by the above rules, or violates them
in any way, the Director of Public Instruction will take
the necessary steps either through the Talugdar of the
District or the Police Commissioner of the Hyderabad

Lity to have such schools closed.

The result of this regulation was that where there

were 4,053 private schools which imparted instruction to

79,754 students before the promulgation of these rules,

there remained only 1,305 schools having only 31,740
students on their rolls; and even this number is fast
wlecreasing ; because students who take their lessons in
these schools do not get necessary entrance in Govern-
ment Schools in their corresponding classes and there-
fore all education in private school is practically of little

use to those who want to prosecute their studies any

further.

The Government, or private but recognized schools

are generally to be found in large cities and towns,
where the Muslims are invariably in considerable num-
bers. Though the total population of the Hindus of

the State is 85 per cent, their strength in urban areas,

W only 635 per cent while the Muslims form about
42 per cent of the urban population. At present
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there are in the State about four thousand schodls:
educating more than two lakh students. But all
education is given through the medium of Urdu..
1t is laid down in the Educational Code that at the:
primary stage, instruction should be imparted through
the medium of the local language; but this directio
is rarely observed as even the teachers at the Primary
stages are not competent to teach in any other medi
except Urdu. And asit is now the language of the Court
and the sole medium of instruction in Secondary and.
Collegiate stages those students who have to prosecute:
their studies further, find it to their advantage to
take up Urdu as their first vernacular and medium o
instruction.  The following table gives relative
number of students taking up different languages at
different stages of instruction. The figures relate tor

the year 1934-33A.D.
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shows 'the percentage of literacy of Hind i
in the‘ State during the last fi¥tv years.us B o i1

PERCENTAGE OF LITERACY

Year Hindus Muslims Total
1891 - 3.4 6.1
1901 2.5 55 gi
1911 2.3 5.9 3'2
1921 2.6 8.9 3:3
1931 33 10.3 4.9

The educational backwardness of i

1 the Hind
the Hydc.zrabad State is very significant inasunslu:l{
as the Hindus everywhere else in India are far more
in advance of the Muslims in education.

The report of the Educational Department for

. the year 1935-36 A. D. gives the f i
Stage \ Urdu |Telugu ‘Marathl Canaresel'l‘ findu ald Mntlim b flnd girlseinog:lz‘::g Sflix;_f;st efl(;-
Primary 1,16,447 | 96,271 | 74,997 | 25:92¢ High Middle | Prim
Secondary | 56,068 | 13,043 |13.443 | 4443 Sehbels | Sehionks” | Scheot | Total
Out of 1,160,447 students who take Urdu at prim Hind
stage, there are not less than 32,000 non-Muslim students Mt:tlil:nbgs :-2'6;3 20,073 |1,67,398 | 2,01,089
who read Urdu instead of their own language. Bindu glrl);s wos | KLE7E | 57993 87,947
Since the accession of the present Nizam in IOIT, Mution giile : (7)22 4 718 | 16,972 18,532
the total expenditure on education has increased from i 3 720 | 26,107 20,435

ten lakhs to more than one crore rupees. But a large
amount of this is spent on building up the Osmania
University at Hyderabad. It is significant that thougly
the expenses on education have increased to more than
ten times, still the percentage of literacy is practically
where it was fifty years back. The following table

In higher education, the i i
ion, proportion of the Hin

:itudents to the. M}lshm students is still lower. Th:sl:

gures clearly indicate the policy of the Government

ol benefiting only the Muslim community at the cost of the

Hindus. In matter of selection of scholars for foreign

education the share of Hindus is practically nil. The
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Selection Board appointed for this purpose sists
entirely of Muslims. Themultofthispolicyl_las been
that practically all the high posts in the administration
have become reserved for the Muslim community.
Such a policy was bound to breed ill-will between
the two communities. The Muslim Bureaucracy
was thus firmly established in this State. It was now
necessary to strike terror in the heart of the Hindus
and crush their opposition. The Muslim community as
such, considered itself superior to the Hindus and as
belonging to the ruling class; and the rifiraff of
Muslim community was allowed to make any mis
towards the Hindus with impunity. Hindus, humiliated,
lost all their sympathy for the State. It is no wonder

CEAPTER 1V

PUBLIC LIFE STIFLED

GrapuarLy HINDUs of the Hyderabad State came
1o grasp the reality of the situation in which they were
placed. They understood the machiavelian policy of
the Nizam Government. They became conscious of
their weakness and disorganized life. They saw what
their Government had intended for them. They
became alive to the tyranmical sway of the Muslim
Bureaucracy which was bent on crushing all opposition.
They decided to organize and agitate under the guidance
“of their fellow brothers in British India. They made
‘representations of their grievances to the State autho-
rities and to the Paramount power as well; but all
that bore little fruit. They therefore decided to carry
on agitation through the press and the platform and
nlighten the public opinion against the atrocities of
‘the Nizam Government.

The Nizam’s Government had, however, decided
to close the press and the platform to the public agita-
tion. They made sweeping rules to regulate the press
in the State, which strangled all criticism. The people
in British India have become accustomed to the rigours
wof the Press Act; but in the Nizam State there is no
regular Act at all. It is all a matter of discretion for
the State authorities whether they should allow a
person to conduct a press or not, and very rarely per-
mission is granted to the journals. Whenever a person
~«lesires to start a printing press of a journal, he must

that the Hindus of the Hyderabad State have not the
slightest spark of love either for their ruler or the Musli
Bureaucracy.
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wsentatives have to apply for permission to continue
» press within one month of his death. And even
ien permission is granted the person who keeps the
ss¢, has got to make the following declaration :

“I, my representative, or any body else, working

his place, or on his behalf, do hereby undertake not
s do any of the things stated below.
“Printing or publishing in my periodical, any
ords, signs or visible representations which are likely
o excite dissatisfaction against H. E. H. the Nizam,
the British Government or which may cause dissension
mong the members of various races, nationalities,
wligions or sects whether such members may reside
y H. E. H. the Nizam’s Dominions or British Territory.
“Printing or publishing about H. E. H. the
Nizam’s Government any news which may leave an evil
npression on the minds of the people, and which may
st have been obtained after verification, with due
diligence.

“If I, or my representatives or successors be guilty
a breach of any of these conditions above laid down,
{. E. H. the Nizam’s Government shall be at liberty
» stop my periodical in which case, I, my represen-
ative or successors shall have no claims whatever to-
sompensation or damage.

“No political matters which will include such
ticles as would raise an objection against the policy
of H. E. H. the Nizam’s or British Government, shall
under any circumstance be published.”

These clauses make it perfectly clear that every
pewspaper, if it is at all allowed to run, must only
praise and not criticise the Nizam or his Government.
Anv fair criticism, in fact any criticism, of official errors.

apply for permission without which he cannot start if
There are no regular rules in this respect, the procedur
being somewhat as follows : 1

An application for starting a printing press i
the Nizam’s Dominions is required to be made to the
Secretary of the Judicial, Political ard Miscellaneot
Departments. On the presentation of such a
application, the Secretary makes inquiries regardi
the conduct, general condition and other necessar
circumstances of the applicant. After such an inquir
is made, it remains entirely in the discretion of the
Government to grant such permission or to refuse it
If the Government decide to grant such permission
to start a printing press, the applicant is called upon
to execute an agreement in favour of the Governmen
and after due execution of such an agreement, the
necessary permission for the printing press is granted,
and the Government keeps the press under surveilence
through their local police. No press is entitled €
print any newspaper or periodicals without the previou:
sanction of the Government in writing. No press car

mation in writing to that effect to the Government
nor such a press can be sold to any other persor
without the permission of the Government for |
sale. Tt is necessary for the buyer also that he should
make an application for permission to purchase a press
and the same procedure is adopted in this case as is
done in the case of an application for starting a press.
If any press is closed for six months, it cannot be
reopened without the previous permission of the Goverr
ment : and the Government has full discretion to decide
whether such permission should be granted or mot.
On the death of the proprietor of a press, his legal
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s Exccutive Councillors must take his previous
nction to give the permission for holding an ordinary
ceting! What distrust even on his own Executive !

Consider this firman.and the control of the press.
t clearly amounts to wholesale prohibition of every
orm of political or any other activity in the State.
hese two measures have completely paralysed all
olitical aspirations and endeavour, and created terror
nd temerity throughout the peoples of the State.

Any and every meeting could come, and meetings
nged by the Hindus did come, within the meaning
the political meeting or meeting calculated to bring
bout political results; and the State authorities re-
used permission to all of them. Even an anniversary
ting of a library was refused permission where a
overnment Officer was to preside !

After eight years of consistent and continuous
gitation, his Exhalted Highness was pleased to
modify his order in 1929. It is known as the Govern-
ment Circular Gashti No. 53, dated the 21st November,
1939. Itruns thus:
“Every person desirous of holding a public
meeting shall in writing intimate his intention, if the
meeting is to be held in Hyderabad City to the Com-
missioner of Police and in other cases to the Collector
concerned at least ten days before the meeting. If

¢ meeting be not prima facie political, and if in the
opinion of the Commissioner of Police or the Collector,
there is also no likelihood of political results being
brought about, such person shall be immediately in-
formed that there is no necessity of any permission
for holding the meeting. In order to find out the possible-
results of the meeting, the Commissioner of Police

in the State is in the nature of things impossible. T
-only thing that the press can do, is to eulogize the Rul
and the Government for anything and every thi
that they may do or not do. And the Nizam Gove:
ment, patronises those who do this service. The
is no free press in the State at all. It is either subs
-dised or disallowed. Nor are these operations confin
to the State limits. They extend their influence ow
the entire press in British India; and the journals wh
refuse to fall prey to favour, are disallowed entry

the State. But in recent years the number of journa
who criticised the policy of the Nizam, grew so larg
that the State aunthorities felt it necessary to chang
their policy of refusing entry to this or that pape
-and sanctioned entry of only those favoured few whon
they considered as their supporters, and refused pe
mission to all the rest.

As regards the use of platform, the Nizam ha
issued a firman on September 8, 1921, as follows :

“Political meeting, or any meeting calculated t
bring about political resuits, should not be held withou
the permission of the Executive Council. The Executive
~Council shall obtain my permission before grantin
such a permission. Otherwise the conveners of the
meeting will be held responsible in every way. Beside:
this, it will be necessary to submit previously by waj
-of information the agenda to the Executive Counci
-of all the proceedings to be held in the meeting which
is permitted and until the Executive Council sanctions
the agenda, the proceedings shall not be gone through. *

This is the freedom of platform in the State! e
Nizam would not allow even an ordinary meeting to
‘be held in his Dominion and if permission is to be given,
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In the Nizam Dominions, all non-religious meetings
¢ political or likely to bring about political results.
Once there was ban on religious meetings also. A
proclamation was issued on 24th Amerdad 1332 (1923
A.D.) which lays down the following order:

.or the Collector shall have the power to send for tl
programme of such meeting, copies of speeches and
list of persons convening the meeting. If there be 1
sufficient reason to send for the list, it will not be se
for, provided that the convener of the meeting holt
himself responsible for the proceedings of the meetir “There shall be no religious discourse or discussion
being entirely non-political. 1f primé facie the mecting except with the previous sanction of the Ecclesiastical
is political or it is likely to bring about political result§ Department which deals with all matters of religious
such person intimating shall be informed that permissig
of H. E. H. the Nizam’s Government is necessary fc
the meeting, and that without such permission th
meeting cannot be held.  Except in cases where Goverr
ment has permitted the holding of any political meetin,
the president of the meeting, shall be responsible fg
not allowing the meeting to assume political chara el
If the Government think it proper to demand securit
in zlmy particular case, then steps will be taken accord
mg y. 1”

Nowadays these restrictions have been withdrawn and
.sunder the law, religious discourse is mot at.prw.mt
prohibited. But the authorities have full dzscretwn
to consider any meeting religious or otherwise as falling
within the provisions of the Public Meeting Act ! ;
While political and public activities were being
stifled in the Hyderabad State, the Ecclesiastical
Department of the Nizam pursued the policy of prgsgly-
tizing the Islam in the State and persecuting the Hindus.
As a matter of fact, the State must not have any
official religion of its own. All religions must be equal
Executive Officers more than what he did before. in its eves. But in Hyderabad State, the Tublique
. the public both the measures were equally harmful. movement or proselytization of the faith of Islam is
By these regulations, the Nizam Governme: carried on, on behalf of the Ecclesiastical Departmelx::
stopped all public life. Every kind of meeting wa of _the_ State: Apparently the ruler apptlaar:fv to :
prohibited under one garb or other. Even a meeti 3 quite impartial. There are firmans, resolutions an
to thank the Nizam Government for remission of lan circulars to the effect that the State should show no
tax given to the cultivators was not allowed! Anothe special favour to any religion. But they are mostly
meeting to congratulate the Nawab of Rampur fe meant to decorate the show fwmthand_ to make.a
conferring fundamental rights was prohibited! Eve display with all the flourish whenever e{exsvat:eocw'asxon
condolence meetings were considered as public meetings for it. But what actually happens is quite OLNETWISN.
and were prohibited ! Permission to hold meetings There are regulations which regulate the building
mourn the demise of Pandit Motilal Neharu and offll of temples; permission is necessary when new temples
Mr. G. K. Deodhar, were refused ! i are to be built. The same rules are applicable to the

The only difference between this circular and th
previous firman is that the Nizam began to trust h
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Masjids and the Churches. But scarcely pe ‘
is granted to the buildings of temples, and .
it is refused in the case of Masjids. When an appl
is made in the case of temples, it remains pending an . : :

disposed of for several years, and permission Recom it sl i
in the end reofused. while Masjids are built in anticip 3.I Bltathemuts i aotion i
lt!iltm of permissions which necessarily immediate taken

- lon and Hindus should not play music even in the
follow. It can safely be said that the number of Masji mall Devals within their houses,

. izam State has become multiplied more 4. Within large and special Devals which had a
ml thel_N during the last twenty years, while ®ompound wall around, Hindus can perform  their

3 for t S s : .
templ e gradually falling down. _Eyen 2 i Worship with ordinary music, but on no account should
napai!f o?rthe temple buildings, permission is o they come out of the Devals,

perform  their religious ceremonies inside their own
houses. .

2. Those who desire to go to gardens to perform
the Seemollanghan ceremony, may do so without the

Then as regards the processions. Every sort of
hundicap is placed on the processions carried by the
indus. The Ecclesiastical Department of the Nizam
made the following rules for the conduct of the
wessions in the State -
1. Every person or persons, desirous of having
| public religious performance, old or new, should inti-
te the Tahasildar, at least fifteen days before the
¢ of performance and this period of fifteen days
ill be counted from the date of information to the
hasildar. Along with the information, it shall be
pessary to submit a brief account of the ceremony
be performed. Till the expiration of this period
15 days, if no order is received from the Tahasildar,
t until permission is granted the ceremony be stayed,

the person or persons holding the ceremony will
free to perform the same.

2. If the proposed ceremony be not new, then the

= i ¢ hereb informedthat.:e erywhe
whethufrhfn;;ll;g:raa;ad City{\r oqtside it, or in the N ar
Dominions, where the populat.lor} of the followexs
Islam is considerable, the existing old te::l%ls g
Maths should not be extenc_led or mprgved,
remain in the condition as in the past. bl
body will visit the State, or any p: tof i
he wlellagz'd Mzsjids newly bui!t every?vhae, m
temples are almost everywhere in delapidated X ;
As regards the religious festivals, when Hindu an
Muslim festivals come at one and t.he same s
Hindus are prohibited to make any public demonstrat .
of their festivals. When Dasarah festival m_me’ iy
witls the Muharrum the following regulations
: 1. All Hindus in the City and Districts
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9
ive intimation thercof to the r if the Tahasildar comes to the conclusion after re-
Tahasildar shall merely g‘v‘“‘ml:tg]cnra;z:s will be taken ding evidence that it comes under the definition
local police officers ahd no r clause (1).  new ceremony, then the Tahasildar shall send all
on intimation being given as pe . is admittedly new tpers along with his opinion to the Collector for orders.
3. If the proposed cf'r?xr:;n}'or’ the Tahasildar ta 0. The Collector is empowered to sanction such
or if there are sufficient m"sone\v then irrespective of W ceremonies, and generally it is he, who is to grant
consider that the ceremony 1S i not,be any possibility o nction to such new ceremonies where there are no
the fact that there may or mﬂ)f the subjects, the person djections thereto.  But if objections have been raised or
disaffection among a sect}(): ':formed that permission i pite of the fact that objections have not been raised,
or persons shall be forthwlt zul'nd unless written permissi he Collector has sufficient ground to deem it proper,
necessary for the ceremony be mnot performed. Thi t sanction of the superior officers be obtained, then
is secured, the cerer?(i%}é Tahasildar within one weel W shall submit the papers, along with his opinion to
reply shall be e .by r clause (1) and a copy Subhedar and the latter in his own way, shall submit
of the intimation glven1 a; |Pcpolice officer. " same to the Home Secretary along with his opinion.
of it will be sent to ﬂfe i ) v ceremony as pel 7. When the case is put up before the Executive
} . If the Tahasildar Sm;‘dsiazt‘:fy proclaim, by bea neil, it will be placed before the Council by the
i clause (3) then he shall ltﬂhim'v lace where the ceremon ¢ Secretary along with hi'S opinion and the opinions
" or drum or otherwise, ('g\ 4 csul::ha ceremony is going the Secretary to the Religious Department and in
\ s rfe go:s ':l?:::ﬁlrt:‘l if there be any body “',h ot;bl .- S
’ ?:fte o(r)lmtlhe score of its hurting the feelings, then

K 8. Every Department concerned  sly
Tahasil withi veek
shall record his objection in the ahasil within one v

all  expedite
proceedings as far as possible,

. ), -ontain detailed reasons ¢ 9. The above rules shall not apply to the matri-

i . Such a wnunghﬁ:o‘:: (:l())jcctions will be heard afte ial or funeral ceremonies or processions even if
objections and ; ae iy ' arc gone through at a public place, nor will these

I the expiration ol on . any objection recorded @ s apply to those ceremonies or processions and

. Whether there b‘ ‘"ﬂji nks proper, record suc stings which are held in private or Government

i' not the Tahal.sildal'o?lll?iy elf]:glelhim to decide whetk Idings although the public may have free access
evidence which \vw or not. If the fact be not admitte em.

8 the ceremony 1S NEW - and if the Tahasildar i Then there are thousand and

W' | that the ceremony is new, an

one restrictions
it the playing of music before the mosques and the
ubs, with which even the people in British India

well acquainted. All these restrictions have made
Wic life in the State, so far as the Hindus are concerned,

' have powe
i it i t new, then he shall »
sat:sﬁedﬁgrtu:: e il no_objection has hes
P-4 s::i‘gd thereto and such sanction m:llStitted]gv
;ec:h\vith But if the ceremony is adm \
or s
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conference under the nam
.-, . e f N
r;:iltl:lal Conference” and :eso:ﬁ:imsH{:}i?hab:d %sa.rysmte
N i - ul;;n::)rkesd Wela)re submitted to the Nizam Governmﬁc ent
. ned by them under circular N
missit:x:g\ vz:rm:sssﬁumn to hold a confex'enc::e.JL %uf?’pf::
R refused. The conference was at last
| P Oa aniolam Berar. An application was made b
3 ‘h ;lgd tzlclers of the Andhra Conference for permissioy
Sy eir conference when Government call a
) en X e conveners to furnish a security of Rs 1zoooecl
u)sr : g:vevelzi',' mspeqdeq the conference under .protts/t-..
political agitation -went on gathering momen-

fum, but for w: :
oy want of any outlet it went deeper and

practically extinct. The enthusiastic and auto
Nizam of unabated fervour for the Islam, his Ecclesias
tical Department whose business has been mainly t

ytize the faith of Islam in the State, the cunnin
and shréwd officers recruited from Aligarth who rejuv
nated their aspirations of the old Mogal days, all the:
factors combined to attack the Hindus of the Staf
from within and without and to reduce them to
deplorable state in all matters, social and political.

Any Government, armed as above can stifle an
agitation however reasonable it may be. The Niza
Government tried tostrangleall activity of the body poli
of the State. But despite all these precautions, po
tical movement in the Hyderabad State grew and gathe
ed strength. In the beginning it was dumb, but with
a few years it bacame active and vocal. It took shaj
in the year 1921 when the Hyderabad State Refor
Association was formed. It attempted to hold a publ
conference, but it was refused permission. The Ass
ciation therefore, submitted to the Government, |
1923 a memorandum, outlaying a definite scheme ff
the expansion of the Legislative Council and for
introduction of responsible Government. The diarch
in British Indian Provinces had just begun to functig
It created stronger and greater aspirations in the mir
of the State people but they were handicapped becau
their riler was averse to all reform !

)

This led to increased discontent throughout ¢
State, but on account of the ban on public meetin
it could not be expressed, and naturally it went unde
ground. Year after year went on and the chaos ai
turmoil in the political atmosphere grew deeper af
wider. It 1931 the people decided to hold anoth




CHAPTER V

EFFORTS AT EMANCIPATION

THESE REGULATIONS of the Nizam Government app:
rently show that the State is absolutely despotic in if
character, and cannot ever bear the sl'xghtcst qrm st
of its administration, much less opposition to 1t ; thi
it is too much backward in all re§pects _and has h
idea of modern currents of civilization w!uch are passit
throughout the world. But this is neither the wh(
truth nor the whole picture. So fa{ as the M
Community is concerned, the State is not bac at
at all. It is progressing in leaps apd t?oupds. B
with respect to the Hindu Community, it 1s exact
otherwise. The treatment meted out to thg "‘L
and the Muslims by the State authorities is so dxﬁe@ i
in character, and preferential tgwards the Muslim
and against the Hindus and at their cost, that th.e who
administration has become corrupt ban anti-
in its outlook. Many times obvious partial
1;; tli::s authorities has evoked Hindus to du'fect actig
But the slightest breach of any of, thgse regulations by :
Hindus has been so severely dealt -thh -:md S0 Tigorous
punished that that cripled all their feelings. Asrega T
the Muslims, however, much greater breach.of eve
the very same regulations i.s sxmp!y (':onmved 4
Hindus cannot hold any public meeting in the St. af
If they desire to hold any, they must ask previou
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permission of the proper authority to do so; but this
permission is scarcely given. In the case of the Muslims,
however, these regulations, though they apply to all
alike on the Statute book, are never applied in practice.
The Muslims scarcely need apply for any permission,
and if they at all do, it is scarcely refused. Hindus
cannot take out any procession new or old without
permission ; and the Magistrates who are generally
Muslims, can conveniently stamp any procession as
new or having something in it new and therefore new,
and refuse permission to it. Regulations in this respect
have been so wide that any irresponsible Muslim can
approach the authority and take objection to any
procession. Instances of this kind are not rare even
in British India, where on rediculously plausible grounds,
permission has been, on many occasions refused to the
playing of music before a mosque. The very same
policy has been carried on in the State on an intensely
higher scale, which has embittered the feelings of the
Hindu Community.

Then there is one more factor which is of special
significance and cannot be overlooked. It is the force
of the Muslim goondas. Generally they live in Masjids
or such other places which receive large donations
from the Nizam's Treasury for the matter of religion
and are fed and maintained. They serve the authorities
us an irresponsible and irregular force whenever its
services are required. At other times, they are allowed
to make mischief with the Hindu Community and molest
the Hindu womanfolk with impunity. It is a force
which the authorities many times employ for getting
things done which their dignity, authority and high
station in public life do not allow them to do. This
policy has won over the lowest of the Muslim ranks,
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with all their ferociousness, to the side of the Govern—;
ment. The upper and higher middle classes from
amongst the Muslims have always sided with the St‘at &
Government for the emoluments which they receive.
The lower middle and the depressed Muslim cl ses.
are also won over by the Government by satlsf g
their interests and directing vicious elements 1n their
nature through proper channels against the Hindus.

its very nature, and ignorant, had only one alternative
It was either to resist the administration or to .dle
A time comes when evils of submission to atrocious
tyranny of oppresser become greater than those of
resistance to it, and when fear itself begets a sort 0
courage and a convulsive burst of po;_)ular rage warns
tyrants not to presume too far on the patience ?f mankind.
The tumult in the minds of the Hindu subjects of the
State was growing intensely every day and at last they
decided to struggle to the finish.
There were two prominent institutions in the Star
who worked for the uplift of the Hindus. One v s
the Arya Samaj and the other was the Hydera.
Hindu Subjects League or the Hindu Civil Libe
Union. .
Arya Samaj has been doing wonderful soc;a.l service
o the cause of Hinduism. The Aryasamajist preachen
working with the Lutherian fervour and the Jesuil
zeal have carried the torch of Vaidic religion not onf
everywhere in India, but far beyond the seas. In the
Hyderabad State it is working for about twenty years
or more. The unshakable faith of its followers in
Vedas, their resourceful preaching of their dogma:
their stubborn resistance to the opposing forces,

down upon the Arya Samaj with displeasure. By

struck at the very root of the Tablique movement. It

himself,
~on the one hand and the Nizam Government on the other,

which ended after the fierce struggle in full victory to
‘the Arya Samaj.

the Aryva Samaj movement in the State.
took measures against the Arya Samaj preachers from

e
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-dutiful idealism of social service, have not only endeared
them to the other Hindu sects, but have created a very
high place in their estimation. The Arya Samaj has
not only raised the Hindus of the State, but have given
them backbone to struggle. In the beginning, for
some time, the Sanatani Hindus had looked at them
with suspicion, especially at their abuse of idol-worship
and non-recognition of caste-grade by birth. Even
the Nizam Government at first sympathised with them.
Perhaps they thought that Arya Samaj might become
a better and more effective handle to play against the
Sanatani Hindus. But they soon come to see that
Arya Samaj was made of a different stuff altogether.
When time came, it stood by the side of the Hindus
like the historical Rajputs or the Marathas to fight
against the attacks of the Muslim Community. The
gallantry and valour which Aryasamajists exhibited
«on various occasions was of exceptional merit. They
created a place of respect for them in the mind of all
classes and a terror in the mind of the goondas. They
faught on all fronts. When they started the Shuddhi
movement with greater intensity, the Muslim fanatics
grew wild and the Nizam Government began to look

starting the Shuddhi movement, the Arya Samaj had

was an offence given to the policy and aim of the Nizam
This led to a struggle between the Arya Samaj

The Nizam Government tried its best to put down
They first
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outside the State, who used to visit their branches in
the State from time to time. These preachers preached
the principles of Arya Samaj from their open pulpits
and carried the public audience with them. Many a learn
ed pandit from amongst the Aryasamajists created such
a profound impression on the masses, and even on the
Muslim Community that the Muslim preachers felt
perplexed, and the Government authorities became
confounded. Some Aryasamajist preachers, who we
quite well-versed in Arabic and Persian and understood
the Islam far more than many of its followers and even
preachers, outwitted their opponents who had nothing
but abuse to return. This progress of the Arya Samaj,
the Nizam Government would not allow. They decided
to stop the Aryan preaching in the State. They expelle |
the preachers who had gone there from British India
and barred their entry again. They prosecuted the
Arya preachers and the local leaders under one pretext
or other and sent them to jail. The Government
charged the Aryasamajist preachers of abusing the Nizam,
the Muslim Community, and the Islam. On the other
hand, the Aryasamajists challenged such statements being
ever made by them. Their chief grievance was that
the unscrupulous police of the Nizam Government
fabricated unfounded lies against the Aryasamajists,
sheer out of bigotry ; and that the Nizam Government
overlooked them. They even declared that if they:
could get access to the police reports, they would them-
selves quote numerous quotations to prove their charges.
The duty of the Government was to understand the
nature of the charges which the Aryasamajists made
against the police and investigate the matter by impartial
agencies. But the Nizam Government would not do this.
Instead, they produced the very same charges in thei
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defence against the Aryasamajists. The truth is that
the State Government did not want to see whether
their police reports were true or even substantially
correct.  On some occasions, especially when Mr. Hollins,
Director General of Police, undertook the inquiry of
Kalyani disturbance, he had to admit that in many cases
the police reports were absolutely baseless. But Arya
Samaj was an undesirable institution and the Nizam
Government wanted to crush it. They, therefore, by
all means, fair and fowl, jailed its leaders, persecuted
its followers, banned its activities and terrorised and
warned the public not to associate with these dangerous.
men! But the result of this attitude was that the
number of Aryasamajists grew up in leaps and bounds
everywhere. Arya Samaj was fighting for the very
life of civil liberties, The people gathered under its
banner even without understanding what the principles
of the Samaj had been. Many Sanatani Hindus began
to flock under the banner of Arya Samaj, because
it was a living organization and was the saviour of
Hinduism. Arya Samaj became a by-word for fearless-
ness, for patriotism, for sacrifice, for valour. The
Muslim goondas committed several atrocities on the
Aryasamajists and tried to terrify them. But every
ruthless act of the Government or of the Muslim goondas.
only strengthened the hands of the Arya Samaj. The
leaders of the Arya Samaj made several representations
to the Government authorities and requested them
to redress their grievances but the Government would
not listen to any thing. All processes of negotiations
failed ; and no other alternative was left but resort to
direct action. At long last, the Arya Samaj leaders
decided to hold a special session of the All India Arya
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Samaj at Sholapur in December 1938 to take a fina
-decision in this respect. :

The other institution which took prominent par
in the cause of the Hyderabad Hindus was the Hyderabac
Hindu Subjects League. Its activities were m
political. The League also made representations te
the Government in respect of several grievances of
the people from time to time. But the authorities
‘would pay heed to nothing. The prominent amongst
the leaguers were Maharashtriyans; they decided te
hold a Maharashtra Confercnce at Partud in 1937
It was just this time when the popular ministries hai
begun to function in British Indian Provinces. Sir
Akbar Hyderi was newly appointed the Prime Minister
of the State Government. Under these changed circum-
stances, and after long and continued correspondance
.and deliberation, the Government allowed the session
.of the Conference under numerous restrictions. The
Partud Conference passed a few resolutions request
‘ing Government to redress their grievances, and some
of constitutional nature. This Conference laid the
foundation of organized activities in the State. In
1938, the organizers of the Maharashtra Conference
«lecided to hold the second session of the Conference
at Latur sometime in May. According to the normal
procedure, the Managing Committee applied for
permission some four months previous to the dates
«of the session though the law required only a minimum
.of fourteen days. But though the application S
made so much in advance to avoid any unnecessary
«delay, the permission was not forthcoming. The Manag-
ing Committee then followed a different procedure
‘They definitely fixed the dates of the Conference and
informed the public that in case the permission was

not granted the Conference would be informal and
private. The authorities got the scent of this decision
und granted permission under conditions of censorship-
of the presidential address and the text of the resolutions.

The second session of the Maharashtra Conference
began on the 2nd of June 1938 under the presidentship of
Mr. Shriniwasrao Sharma, Bar-at-law, a prominent
social worker and a senior member of the High Court
Bar at Hyderabad. It was a tremendous success.
Practically every leader small and great who could
attend the Conference, had gathered at Latur. The
Arva  Samaj delegation was present. The whole
atmosphere was enthused with heroism. The President
eriticised in his address the policy of the Nizam Govern-
ment and exhorted the people to struggle hard and
non-violently for justice and civil liberties. He requested
the Government to introduce measures of Constitutional
progress immediately.  After the first day’s sitting was
wver, the Subjects Committee met and formally accepted
some draft resolutions for adoption in the open session.
These resolutions contained one resolution demanding
the rights of civil liberties and another demanding
un investigation by a Committee of unofficial majority
of the root causes of communal disturbances in the
state. Both these resolutions were disallowed by the
Talugdar. This refusal was presented to the President
when the session was sitting the next day. It created
# stir in the gathering and there was a clamour like
w flash of lightning. It was decided to stop the open
pession then and there and allow the Subjects Committee
1o consider the refusal of the Talugdar. The open
sion was transformed into the Subjects Committee
by clearing out all the non-members, and serious discus-
yon continued for full four hours. The Committee
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Muslim goondas both directly and indirectly. Th L policy of the Ecclesiastical Department. It described
Nizam Government tried to hush up the whole matter; the pro-Muslim policy of the State and the Muslimiza-

tion of the State Service: It criticised the educational
policy of the State which promoted the cause of Urdu
places. They became panicy, and tried to seek res At the cost of the local languages. It dealt with the
in British India. Many refugees from Hyderabad saw festrictions levied by the State on Press and platform,
Sjt. Savarkar, the President of the All India Hind o processions and playing of music. It described
Maha Sabha and asked his help and advice. He assured the work of the Arya Samaj which was doing singular
them that he would do all that was in his power bul srvice to the cause of Hinduism and the activities
encouraged them to depend more upon self-help and tarricd on by other peoples on behalf of several
bold action. stitutions. In fact it was a document of great signi-
The Hindu Maha Sabha, since then, began to look ance. It was widely published in newspapers and
into this problem very seriously. The Maharashtra 15 remained unchallenged even by the Nizam Govern-
Provincial Hindu Sabha decided to send an inquiry nt.
committee consisting of Messrs. S. R. Date, V. S.
Modak, and G. R. Kale, to investigate into the grie-
vances of the Hindus of the State and make a report.
The Committee visited a dozen places in the State ang
discussed problems of vital importance with the influ-
ential men of all shades of opinion. They met pleaders,
teachers, organizers of several institutions, bankers,
merchants, traders, jamindars, and many others. The
information that the Committee collected was very
valuable and  precise. It gave an exact picture of
the position of the Hindus of the State. Their report
stated in clear terms what the grievances of the Hindus
of the State were and what, in their opinion, the remedy
to remove them was. Tt indicated the delapidated ute Congress, the Nizam Government was bent on
condition of the Hindu temples everywhere and the hing down everything ; and before the State Congress
restrictions placed on them, and the profuse grov wathed into life, the Government banned it and
of the Masjids. It narrated an account of the atrocities red it an illegal body.
committed by the Muslim goondas and the indifference There was also simultan it
of the Government officers to punish them. It gave ar Senapati Bapat was c;:;;s;. :\c:t(::hgzmtht? s‘;ﬁi}:
account of the Tablique movement and the anti-Hindu He is an institution himself. This great man

but the people suspected it to be only a part of a giganti
and planned action which was to follow at several othes

‘It served as an eye-opener to the peoples in British
dia. It was expected that the struggle would soon
started. The clouds were fast gathering and darkening.
e clash soon came. The Hindus of the State decided
organize under the name of a new institution called
- State Congress. It was a parallel organization to
+ All India Congress in British India. [t was similar
name because the organizers wanted to profit by
mtjucnce in British India; but it was kept separafe
i it. The intention of the organizers was that the
iram Government should not be able to take any
cction to it on the ground of outside interference.
it work began in right earnest. But Congress or
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| could not bear the atrocities committed by a neigp Of
| ing State on his own people. He decided to do hls.

| to redress their grievances. He had the good w S
f of the Hindu Sanghatanists with him. He gave |
I ultimatum to the Nizam Government to cease tyra
‘ . and grant civil liberties. He warned them that

would otherwise start the Civil Disobedience Movemer

CHAPTER V1

MOVEMENT BEGINS

SENAPATI BAPAT lost no time after he gave the
Itimatum to the Nizam Government. He decided
fo start the campaign of Civil Disobedience because
he knew quite well that the State Government would
t do any thing unless it was forced to do something.
¢ decided to start for Hyderabad on 23rd September
1938. His decision was appreciated by Sjt. Savarkar,
the President of the Hindu Mahasabha, who issued
the following statement in support of his decision.
jt. Savarkar wrote : 3
“Every patriot cannot but acclaim the lead that
Senapati Bapat has given in starting the Civil Disobedience
Movement with regard to the fanatical and oppressive
wrders of the Nizam. Soldiers of civil liberty all over
India and especially in Maharashtra, it is for you now
1o follow up his heroic lead irrespective of party con-
iderations and continue the Civil Disobedience Move-
ment without letting it lag even for a moment, I
fequest the Nizam Government once more to see the
wisdom of giving up religious persecution and the in-
tollerable communal oppression to which the Hindus
the State have been subjected for years in the past,
and to restore the fundamental rights of citizenship
1o all alike irrespective of caste or creed. I hope even
Mgainst hope that this request is granted forthwith

|
4
I
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order that our indigenous as well as foreign rulers

should admit the fact of the political, economic, cultural
and civic birth-rights of us all, being the same throughout
the length and breadth of our country, both in theory
and in practice and that they, after putting the prin-
ciple in the Statute book, should translate it into action
in their everyday dealing as their secred duty.

“The Nizam’s Government, having outdone all
wother States in oppression and repression, has first
ttracted my attention and inspired my activity. My
efforts may not have remarkable results. But my
humble efforts are intended to bring the tyranny of
this State to the notice of better people, likely to produce
better results by their more effective labours.

“We want to see that responsible democratic
governments are established everywhere both in purel
l}ntxsh—owned India and in India of the feudz]:toriei
like the Nizam, who are protected by the British sword ;
tbat. all these governments must be organized into one
d_wided Indian Republic, goes without saying. The
lation  is chiefly made up of hardworking have-
‘ 0 ﬁs mclttlxlding those who work on land and those who
di > 1 ¥ 5 follow other vocations and also the proletariat, without
British to consider the State subjects as foreigners a i e
for the States' Governments to look upon the wh(i)‘s; 1;51:0 :rs bgth afm.:}xlture A0l Eacnegy
people as foreigners is nothing but a game of leg mrke;l mainyl & brepu h e e Govemme!tt,
claptrap, based on pure and simple self-interest. masses, who a¥e tljlre Eﬁ‘mghﬁ % e
Indians can never be foreigners unto ourselves and Bishoent of 5 zepukili ]‘oglz 0 the mekiofh o Theiag-
one another. We all of us belong to one undivid P <A1 e 36 A0,

o 4. There must be an absolute and ho “We cannot afford to differentiate between Khalsa
geneous uniformity of life and form running through d State territory, if we want to create national
political life as a whole. Itis the primary and supre R Ganin RS S N S ity R

British rule. The British raj tries to perpetuate its
nd to embark upon constitutional and civil Tesistas hold over India with the co-operation of the Princes.

and the Nizam receives Senapati as a friend inste
of as a fee.”

Senapati Bapat also issued a statement to cla
his intention in starting the -movement. Before 1
left Poona for Hyderabad he issued the following sta t
ment to the press on the 23rd September 1938.

“Today, I am on my way to Hyderabad, the capit
of the Nizam whose Government is just now engaged |
wantonly overriding the civic birth-rights of its subjec
Several other prominent States are acting similar
in a greater or less degree. Now India is made up
the British State plus the feudatory ones which tend
allegiance to it. This India cannot be owned by
British State, nor can it be claimed by its fendate
States as their private property. It is the supren
duty of us, Indians, to force these States to adu
both as a matter of principle as well as of practie
politics, the fact that it is not they but the Indiar
namely, the Hindus, the Musalmans, the Parsis, tl
Christians, the Jews and others, who bow down
India as their birthland, are her real masters. For &

duty of usall, Indians, to be united amongst o




70 BHAGANAGAR STRUGGLE MOVEMENT BEGINS 71
So there is nothing unnatural or unconstitutional i
the British subjects wishing to free themselves fror
the British yoke (injurious both to the States an
the British subjects ) with the co-operation of the Sta
subjects. The co-operation of the State Indians an
the British Indians is mutually beneficial. The national
self-conscious State subjects and the Khalsa subjec
have got an identical end in view which is ‘a unite
Indian Democratic Republic.’

“The advent of the day of Indian independenc
depends upon the speed with which the classes of wis
people trying to arrive at a pro-national co-ordinatio
of prolatarian mational and communal belief, gain
in numbers. Such people alone can bring about th
unity necessary for establishing Indian independene
The Native States in India can facilitate the accomplisk
ment of our ideals if the Princes are inclined to be |
little reasonable. But the wind does not blow that way

{ree our countrymen in the Nizam's raj from the bondage
ol these prohibitions ? They themselves must move
this matter and we must help them. This ought
happen and ought to be done in the case of every

ate.
“We, citizens of Hindusthan, inhabfting the Khalsa
aritory outside the State, must set at naught the
prohibitory orders of the Nizam and enter his dominions
and must actively, yvet peacefully oppose whatever
sstrictions there might be upon the liberty of speech
d other rights in that raj.

“I think that we must also have recourse to the
weful picketting of Government officers and such
sther satyagraha remedies in Delhi, the capital of the
tral Government in order to bring pressure upon
hat agency.

“I believe that processions with such slogans as
estrain the Nizam’s activities’, ‘ Victory to civic
h-rights >, * The State’s people must enjoy all the
halsa peoples’ civic rights’ and picketting of Govern-

“Not a single Prince shows the least inclinatio
to grant responsible government. The Princes mov
heaven and earth to put down with a heavy hand ' al nt offices will lead to effective results. These move-
the reasonably inclined servants of the masses, wheneve ents will be possible and useful in all great cities.
the latter try to add to the intellectual calibre of th at in Delhi, these steps will be particularly desirable
masses with the object of making them fit for workin d useful. ‘
such a constitution. They put restrictions upon th “I appeal to all the people in Maharashtra to
popular activity, they disallow liberty of speech, meeti we upon the question of civic birth-rights of the
organizations, reading associations, etc. and thus t yderabad people as particularly their own and to de
care to perpetuate ignorance, stupidity, fanaticisn b needful. Satyagraha camps should be opened in
and cowardice of the masses. This process is in opera yominent cities, satyagraha volunteers should be
tion in a greater or less degree in all the States. I sbilised therein, and they should be systematically
has assumed practically exasperating forms and dimen it to the Hyderabad raj and to Delhi.”
sions in the Nizam’s Dominions. What is the antid After releasing the above statement to the press,
for this disease? How will it be possible for us ts papati Bapat proceeded to Hyderabad the same day.
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He reached there on the 24th September. But ¢
police authorities asked him to leave Hyderabad
once. Mr. Bapat refused to do so. He was the
taken in custody and removed to Lingpalli station
motor and thence to Poona via Wadi Junction |
railway. He reached Poona by Madras Mail on the 26
September, when he issued another statement in whil
he declared his intention to organize propaganda an
other work in British India for a period of one mont
and then again to proceed to Hyderabad for ciy
Tesistance on the 1st of November.

The movement started by Senapati Bapat wi
quite independent of what was happening in the Stats
It was started before any commotion had taken plag
there. It was not undertaken with any expectatio
of an immediate responsive movement from insid
Every citizen of the one and indivisible India has th
inherent right to demand elementary rights of citizenshi
anywhere in British provinces or Indian States, an
to fight against any restrictions placed on them in am
corner of the land. But the echo from inside the Stat
soon came. The intensity of public opinion agains
the policy of the Nizam Government was growing evers
day. It reached its height when they banned th
procession to be held in memory of the great Hind
leader Wamanrao Naik. Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi an
some of his friends made up their mind to resist
repressive laws.  They consulted their friends, an
organizers of the State Congress. They had alread
consulted the Hindu Sabhaites in Poona and outside
They had seen Veer Savarkar. All had promised ther
their full support. Now to take the procession was t
break the order. It was not a wise step, in the opiniol
of some of the organizers of the State Congress, t

Senapati P. M. Bapat,

who started the movement

Sjt. Y. D, Joshi,

Who led the movement

from British India.

from inside the State.

~
~
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force the situation all at once. They wanted to find
wut some solution without any resort to direct action.
Hut they too were outwitted by the Government by
their dilatory way of deciding any issues. There was |
no time to be lost. There was only one alternative ||
vpen to the processionists, either to bend or break.
Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi and his friends decided to make
history. In order to avoid conflict with the State Con-
gressmen, they formed a new and separate association
under the name of the Nagarik Hindu Swatantrya Sangha
{ Hindu Civil Liberties Union) and declared that a
meeting would be held and the procession would be taken
out in memory of the second anniversary of their great 1
leader on the 21st of October 1938. Thus it was on
this memorable day that Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi
S R broke the ice and gave the first blow to the tyrannical
t‘r*‘ri%ﬁ%@éﬁ@ and anti-Hindu administration of the Nizam by starting
the civil resistance movement on behalf of the Hindu
Livil Liberties Union.
The organizers lost no time after they took the
decision. A meeting was held in memory of Wamanrao
Naik in the morning of 21st October in the Rama Mandir
i Gauliguda of Hyderabad. Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi
made a closely reasoned speech and stated in clear
terms what they were going to do. He said that they ]
had applied for permission to hold a meeting and take
procession in memory of their revered leader Wamanrao
Naik, but complained that the authorities refused to
grant permission to the procession. It was refused
even on the previous anniversary day. Permission
to hold only the meeting was given, but objection was
tuken to the procession. At that time, he went on,
people had gathered to discuss the Government reply
und decide the course of action to be taken. They |

Sjt. Keskar, Advocate,
High Court premises.

who hoisted the Hindu flag in the

ted the Hindu flag in front

Sjt. Bhide Guruji,

who hois
of the Resident’s office,
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authorities and remarked that the Government was-
out to sterilize all Hindu activity. He referred to the
procession of thousands of Muslims which was taken
out on the 16th of April of that year, with open
swords in their hands and to hundreds of processions-
taken out day after day by the Muslims. He said that
the Muslims took processions and they were allowed to-
ake them by the Government which had objections only
1o the Hindus taking them. He then dwelt at length
i the history of permission they had asked for and
the way in which the Government treated them. He
said that though they had made the necessary appli--
ltion some ten days before, still no reply was forth-
ing! The application was moving from table to.
luble of one officer and other, and that no reply or
ermission was given upto the last moment when only
refusal came out. He criticised what all that meant
id suggested that they must take some bold steps.
p cut the knot through. He said that they must
ke the procession and leave the Government free to-
» its worst. He said that the Government would
the lathis and even bullets against the civil resisters,
ut that they must be prepared to undergo the severest
tinl. He then referred to the various grievances.
der which they were, as Hindus, labouring and said
it they should start the civil resistance movement.
laid stress on the fundamental rights of civil liberties-
every human being, namely the freedom of press,
platform, of association, of education and of religious.
ervances. He said that the Nizam Government
| denied these rights only to the Hindus of the State ;
| emphasised that it was their duty as Hindus to-
ure them with all their lives. After the eventful
eting was over, the procession began. Mr. Joshi

had resented the refusal by the Government to allow
the procession ; but they were not prepared for v
direct action. Instead, they decided to stop the meeting
under protest. 4

But this decision of the elders, he continued, was
far from satisfactory. Some five hundred young mel
went to the Bunglow of Nawab Sir Hyder and petitionec
him to grant permission to the procession. But ¢
refused it on the ground that it would create communa
tension. The processionists gave guarantee thal
they had no communal spirit in taking the procession
which was in sacred memory of their leader Wamanra
Naik, who had served Hyderabad, both Hindus anc
Musalmans alike, and was equally respected by all

y But permission was still refused. Then another objec
tion was taken. It was said that the procession wa
new and had no precedent and therefore the permissiorn
could not be given. Mr. Joshi ridiculed the argumen
of the authorities and said that verily, an applicatior
was necessary for a procession to honour the m 1
of a deceased person long before he became decease
because the Government wanted a precedent in tha

t! They then went to see the Prime Ministe
of the State, Sir Akbar Hyderi and requested him
grant the permission to the procession. But they we
told that the roads in Hyderabad were narrow an
that if the procession was allowed, the roads woul
be blocked and there would be hindrance to publi
traffic. The processionists promised not to block th
road in any way, and offered to go in lines of two, bu
nothing could persuade the authorities to grant permi:
sion. At last no procession was taken at that time

Mr. Joshi then referred to the policy of the Stat




76 BHAGANAGAR STRUGGLE

the morning. About three thousand people accompan
him. Before it went some two hundred feet from t
Rama Mandir, the police officers stopped it and crder
the processionists to disperse. Messrs. Yashawant

Joshi, and his first batch of civil resisters reft
to do so; and told the police officers that

would not retire. They were out to break the law. 4

The police officers then arrested Messrs, Yashawantr
Joshi, Dattatryarao Jukkulkar, Sadashiv Dusan;
Narhari and Satyanarayan who formed the fis

batch of civil resisters on behalf of the
Civil Liberties Union. They were produced

a Magistrate on 26th October where they were tri
and sentenced to different terms of ngorous imprise

ment and fines.
Once the movement was started, it went on gai

the Aryasamajists followed them. The atmos

became so tense and portentous and the moven

became so rapid that none could foresee the g

nature of the struggle it assumed in course of time.

ing strength. The members of the State Congress al
could not remain silent. They joined the struggle a

CHAPTER VII

THE STATE CONGRESS

’ THE ORGANIZERS of the Working Committee of the
] State Congress decided to launch satyagraha on Monday
¢ 24th October 1938. Pandit Govindrao Nanal
nd Mr. Ramkishan Dhoot declared themselves as
; President and Secretary of the Working Committee,

Shriniwasrao Borikar declared themselves as members.
ol the Working Committee of the State Congress which
was declared an illegal organization by the Government
fore it had come into existence. At 11-30 am. on
e 24th October 1938, a large gathering of more than
two thousand people crowded the Sultan Bazar Road
in front of the residence of Ramakishan Dhoot,
ulnl( lmeetmgof the Working Committee was being held
{uside. The members of the Committee who had made up
heir mind to launch the movement, were congratulated
by the gathering and the ladies who had gathered inside
made a mark Kunkum on the forehead of the leaders
wnd Arati was performed. Immediately they drove
11 a car to an open space in front of the Residency Post
Uffice and amidst scenes of popular enthusiasm and
wxcitement, offered satyagraha where they were subse-
yuently arrested.

The satyagraha by the Aryasamajists which was
tupected to be the first in point of time was in fact
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suncil because he felt that, ‘““the foundation of good
government should be laid more on political tradition
| continuity than on the personal qualities of the
ministrator.” In other words H. E. H. the Nizam
Ivocated the substitution of personal rule by the
e of a continuous and institutional form of good
svernment which cannot mean anything else than
ponsible government. In the same year H. E. H.
: Nizam issued orders for immediate reform of the
gislative Council by making a considerable increase
the elective element therein and by introducing the
nciple of election by direct franchise with proper
otection of the minority rights etc., so as to make
: Legislative Council an “effective instrument in the
| " Eighteen years have

psed since the issue of the above firman and in spite
i the repeated demands made by the people for imple-
menting the Royal Firman, nothing was done in that
irection by the Government till September 1937 when
nother Committee was appointed to investigate into
d suggest the several alternative methods of bring-
¢ about an increasing association of the people
ith the administration of the State. That Committee
finished its labours one and a half month ago, and the
atter is now before the Government whose announce-
ent is awaited.

preceded by the Hindu Civil Liberties Union and
State Congress. But immediately the local Ar
-samajists formed the Aryan Defence League Commit
and joined the movement on the 27th October 1¢
when six of its members were arrested.

- On account of the fact that the Hyderabad St
“Congress was banned by the Government on the eve
the election of the Working Committee and the adi
tion of a constitution, it became impossible for ¢
“Congress to issue any manifesto enunciating cleas
its aims and objects in any detail. Its provision
-committee, therefore desired to clarify the aims aj
objects of the Hyderabad State Congress in dete
‘so that no cause might be left for doubt about
-objective and programme in any quarter, whatsoeves

The manifesto of the State Congress ran as follows

REVIEwW OF CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS

“Personal rule was the original form of Governmer
in this State. Salarjang I almost converted it into
~constitutional monarchy.” This is how the positio
has been described by his late Highness in his Quang
-oncha Mubarak of 1892 which is the first constitutioj
-of this State. The Cabinet Council and-the Legislatur
were then formed. The former was merely an advisor
body and soon became ineffective and the latter con
tinues to exist in almost the same moribund conditios
in which it was first established. On getting persona
-experience of administration His Exhalted Highnest
the Nizam came to know the defects inherent i
personal rule and being satisfied about the necessit
for radical changes therein, he in 1329 Fasali (which
is equivalent to 1920 A. D.) established the Executive

DEMAND FOR MORE REFORMS

“The movement for constitutional reforms therefore
s not new in this State. It has continued to exist in
wne form or other for the last two decades as best it
could under the rigid restrictions on freedom of speech,
association and the press. The demand has now be-
vome vocal and insistent with the introduction of
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public of all communities and castes is more than
proved by the fact that the Hyderabad peoples’ con-
ention submitted a united report to the Government,
few months ago making definite proposals for the
wugaration of responsible government. Six Muslim
mbers of the convention did not sign the report
seause the percentage of seats to be reserved for
Muslims in the Legislature was not agreed upon, but it
bes unquestioned that there was no difference of opinion
wtever upon the ideal of responsible government
ng necessary for the State.

“This ideal which has been envisaged by the
crabad State Congress is not and cannot be
mmunal inasmuch as it impliss full safeguards
minent Muslims and Hindus of this State, but it wa the protection of the culturaf and other rights of
not allowed to grow. The pressing demand of th minorities. Promotion of national unity being
public opinion made it necessary that the Hyderaba most important item of its programme, the provi-
State Congress should come into existence on strict] il committee of the Congress has co-operated most
national, non-communal lines with a clear politie ple-heartedly and will continue to do so in any
objective unalloyed by any other object or progra mpt of arriving at an amicable scttlement of the
To call it communal is therefore a travesty of Bstion of minority rights, provided it is consistent
and truth. it T pdersbid et Cuit el i national principles and not opposed to the funda-

“The object of the Hydera e 3

. Wtal principles of democracy.

i nt by the le of responsible governme

ntxi:‘rttxﬁigis gf H. pEOI;{ the Npi:.am and the As : SCKE“E OF RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT S
jahi dymasty. This object is to be achieved by : }Vhlle it would be premature for the provisional
peaceful and legitimate means, and by promotis limittee to draw up any'detall?d scl}eme of respons-
national unity and developing and organizing the inte government, the following points will serve to make
lectual, moral and economic and industrial resoure wbjective clearer :—

of the Hyderabad State.”” This is the first clause 1. Fundamental rights should be conferred upon
the draft constitution of the Congrees whose membersh people immed@at.e!y and all rules and regulations
is open to all persons over the age of 18 years a Circulars restricting freedom of speech, association
believing in the object of the Hyderabad State Congre
That this belief in the object of attaining responsil
government is shared by the educated and thinki

Provincial Autonomy in the neighbouring province
of British India and in view also of the fact that every
where in other Indian States, the people are acti
agitating for, and some of them are succeeding in gettin
responsible government. Furthermore, experience
the last eighteen years has shown that the Ex?c}xu
Council which is largely responsible for the administrs
tion of the State, should also be made responsible ‘.
the people through their elected representatives. L
demand is perfectly natural, just, and genuine and i
consonance of what the people of Hyderabad have mad
during the last twenty vears. The Hyderabad Sta

the press and of religious processions, etc, should
imediately cancelled.
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2. Government should recognize responsible govern it .
ment as the object of the constitutional reforms i . can at least claim to have offered 4

the State. .

3. An immediate instalment of responsible govern
ment should be granted on the lines of the propos:
in the report of the Hyderabad Peoples’ convent; thessed before,
with proper modification to make responsible goven

4. Although the Hyderabad State Congress cor “It will ¢ \
siders the principles of reservations of seats for ag bove ide;uifbemcﬁyg’erny d“gb“"SCd mind that
community as another form of communalism it wj I the outcome of a broaq nat?onaltate oagress has
be prepared to agree that as a purely tempo a no feat of diste, rtion. can. g1 outlook and that
measurc to ensure for not more than ten years in a imunalism, The ¢, bel?y be confused ith
‘that a certain percentage to the minorities say 15 rk, it will inst, ad S'tlgﬁll\?ssea a4 f}‘l’g that jf allowed
for the Muslims and 33% for the Harijans shall b prevalent in the State. To due:esuczwa::, r;zlr:‘{ml:pa-

1 : 1zation

reserved in the Legislature,

ommunal js pog on] : . . :
5. With regard to the State Services, the Congre Y umjust but is a disservice to

State itself.

will not on principle advocate any reservation of p B The : :
gentag? on  communal lines anq \.vou!d suggest lf}:ﬂ:gt:c i:e Pa;fmg' through Critical times ang
immediate appointment of a Public Service Commissi M restive and clamg:r u:; e);pected. People  have
consisting of officials and non-officials with a view to share ip the admimnga O recognition of their
remove nepotism and for establishing an equits 0US repressive. meqgupe. ail . ttg bOf the State. The
and just selection of the Services, in the last few mon e’ G tl:ad ofyd.;he glm_'emmcrft
ousand st vt e, ., b, %, s e pening their
religious and educational rights of any minority in | b Committee therefore thinks thag P_f:P. ar agitation,
scheme in any reasonable manner, P part of the Government G g mqls IS not wise on
"“These are the salient features of the policy en ful and kpey What they :m{, doi peopl; o i
saged by the Hyderabad State Congress and the hardens People and increases ;lisco:fént X

ponse giyen. to its clarion call by the youth of 1 "In spite of charged atp. h s :
country is indicative of the political consciousn Y of the Government ghe Ly, 2 the repressive
that is vast permeating the people, Though owi lerable amount of rcstmi:t P‘:OI;:!- have revealed
to the obstacles put in its path by the Gove ¢ ld be an error i the pre:en: :::5::?3: t Ju; cmll;:

: and ca

h t been able to do much i ngi :
the Congress has no a in tangi The, provision! f
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fore appeals to the people to strengthen the hands ¢

: : on the lines i , 5
the Congress by supporting the organism. The dated 2sth Jg mrmmthtehmb ft‘mlventlon report
should however remember that truth and non-viol of India Act of 1919, known thSMo the Government
are the shet.:r anchor of the' State Oongr&ss and the Reforms,  (Note : 'I"hs 5 t]:ls edit?ntagu Chelmsford
should act in accordance thh. this ideal. The. Sta in case it is not ted be oy precedent and
Congress definitely disbelieves in untruth and violen lfalks would be accep y the other side, further
and discountenances communalism. unnecessary. )

“To the Government also the provisional committe 7 5 b
makes a fervent appeal in the interest of the Sta mzl;mﬂ;: fundamental rights of the people,
and the people to rescind the ban on the formatic Fide =z speech, press and association. All
of the State Congress and allow it to carry on its work i i
It would like to suggest to the Government that tk
only way of combating communalism is to open tk
floodgates of real n“ggﬂalis:' amtihe auo:x it to work 1 the iimadisy’ &a
course. The State ess is only organizatig mmunities in the
that opens these huineca i it woukd ot il protected and sufficient safeguards ?:tfhe?";lr‘:te‘:
interest of the State to ignore this stubborn fact.” : "} b':hPro‘:dded- No act to be adopted which would

As soon as the organizers decided to launch & e atyeeely,
movement of civil disobedience, a proposal for a con B, ; 0
promise came up. It is difficult to say upon who gislative Cgmncu including the elected, nominat o
initiative it was. But outwardly at least, the negot
tions were carried on between Bahadur Yar Jung, tl
famous fanatic Muslim in the State on behalf of i
Muslim community, and Mr. Narsinghrao on behd
of the State Congress. The following proposals we
offered by Hindu leaders of the State Congress, whi
deserve consideration and comparison with the fin
declaration made by the Nizam to end the struggl
They were :—

1. That responsible government under the aeg
of H. E. H. the Nizam is the goal of the people of Hyder
bad State which should be achieved within ten yeal
The reforms to be introduced immediately should |

be cancelled immediately.
3- The culture, the language and the religion

5 Excludmg the offices held by the other minority
pmmunities, the. percentage of Mahomedans in the
0 ?r.nment service, gazetted or non-gazetted, should
exceed 50 per cent of the total number in aﬁ rades
luding the Executive Council, (Note: The lﬁ:;di
Wy services such as those of Patels and Patwaris shoult;
:e included in the term of Government  service
't (;purpose of this issue.) Recruitment of Hindus
s oul(.i be made in the Government Service hi
low until their percentage is reached, &
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6. (a) Medium of instruction in the imar;
and Secondary High Schools will be the provin
language. If the strength of the boys speaking a lang !
is found to be 10 per cent or more, parallel classe
should be provided for the instruction through th:
language also. The medium of instruction in the Colleg
should be either Hindustani or English. It is preferabl
to give instruction in the scientific subjects throug
the -medium of English. |

(b) The language of the District Offices and ¢
District Courts and offices and courts subordmate .
them should be in the provincial language. The langua
of the Sadar Adalat, the High Court and the Ju
Committee and the Subha Offices and the Central Offic
should be Hindustani.

The District Judge and the Taluqd.ar may ha
the option of writing their judgments in Hindustani.
7. The management of the Hindu temples

the Hindu endowments should be entruste.d to a Bo:
consisting of Hindu officials and non-officials.

Similarly a Board of Mahomedan officials and ng
officials should manage the Islamic endowments, mosq
and other relevant matters.

8. The terms of the compromise should be accepl
or rejected as one whole and the Hindus would not
Lound by any of the terms taken separately.

On account of the growing strength of the ¢
disobedience movement, however, the n

Is became side-tracted and eventually drop
out of consideration. ,

Once the movement was started, it grew Ap!

Batches after batches of young and enthusiastic
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came forward and offered civil resistance to the law
and courted arrests all over the State. They broke
the law by holding meetings or taking out processions
or by reading banned newspapers. The police officers
grew excited and in many places, the civil resisters
were subjected to severe hardships and were even
charged with lathis. Such resistance to law was quite
new and unseen before in the State. Everyday that
dawned brought news of arrests of leading citizens,
of police persecutions and harassments, of lathi charges
on the resisters and the like. The whole community
was shaken to its very root. The leaders of the State
Congress had decided to start the movement upon
their own initiative and responsibility, and spontaneously.
They had not consulted their plenipotentiaries at Wardha.
But after the first rush was over and some four hundred
volunteers were locked up behind the bars, the most
influential State Congressites ran to Wardha for help.

But there they found everything against them, and
were entirely disappointed. They never expected
that they would receive a cold and a curt reply. They

had no idea that they would be treated with such dis-

gracefulness. They never thought that the High

Command of the Congras was so pro-Muslim that it

did not dare to raise its little finger against the Nizam

because it was a Muslim State ! The State Congressmen

had taken that name for its association with the Congress
in order to profit by the Congress influence in British

India and to pursue the shortest and perhaps the easiest
pproach to the solution of their problem. They had

entirely depended for every kind of help upon the All
India Congress. But where they had asked for bread,
they got a stonme instead ! After the incarceration of
about four hundred men, they were quite justified in
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the way to the inauguration of a scheme of responsibl
government consistently with reasonable safeg

for the rights of the minorities. Here we wish to dra

the. attention of our people that there are two a
to non-violent Swaraj Movement, the remedial

d

an

the constructive. Civil Disobedience is remedial an

therefore in its nature temporary. The other is
structive and permanent. We hope that the p
will never lose sight of the permanent arm. Ind
our fitness for civil disobedience increases in the

measure of intensity as our constructive programim

The constructive activities include hand-spinning, h
weaving, and like productive persuits of activities of p

moting heart unity between the Hindus and the Musli

and different communities composing the subjects

H. E. H, the removal of untouchability, and tol
abstinence of intoxicating drinks and drugs and kinds

forms. ‘For a non-violent movement for gaining freed

must necessarily be a process of purification and so€

and economic reform.”

The above statement, shorn of all gloss of ol
philosophy and platitude, and propaganda, is redug
to this. It means that after a heroic fight, the
Congressmen  asked help from the Congress Hi
Command who, instead of giving them any help, ady
them to stop the movement under the name of suspensi

i

which in reality meant complete withdrawal ; and

the State Congressmen had approached the

and the most influential political body in British Ind

which gave them such a reply, they found the

in a helpless and dire position. They had no chg
but to accept the defeat, and they accepted it in
Gandhian way !

But the Nizam Government glew up and went

THE STATE CONGRESS o1

over the defeat of their opponents. They did not show
the courtesy of releasing all the political prisoners after
the movement was suspended. The Government wanted
and was bent on complete surrender. There was no
use in carrying on the struggle when it could not be
carried on. At last the State Congress completely
surrendered and withdrew the movement on 23rd
January 1939. The Government then ordered the release
of the satyagrahis, It was really a disheartening
tragedy. The whole blame lay on the shoulders of the
Congress High Command who simply ruined the State
Congress.
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necessary that Mr. L. B. Bhopatkar of Poona should
Ko to Hyderabad and conduct the case. Mr. Bhopatkar
had to do everything from taking a Samad of the
Hyderabad Court. He pleaded the case in his usual
finc and impressive manner. But the result was certain.
Mr. Y. D. Joshi was convicted and the punishment was
confirmed,

Civil resistance was going on from week to week ;
and the police had to escort batches after batches of
civil resisters to jail. The second batch was led by
Mr. Balayya Shreeramulu Naidu on 28th October.
The third went under the leadership of Babu Shyama
Desai which courted arrest on the 4th November.
The fifth batch was led by Mr. Hanmantrao Mukhed on
the 11th November. The sixth was taken by Mr. Keshavrao-
Deshpande on the 18th November. Thus every week,

new batch rushed forward to disobey the order, and
the vigilent police of the State arrested them and pro-
secutions went on. Many times the police became
It was not possible to know beforehand
ere the small batches of civil resisters would go and
wlfcr civil disobedience. It was being offered in any
part of the locality and even outside Hyderabad. But
1 the beginning it was concentrated in the Hyderabad
ty alone. Within a few weeks it spread outside.

CEAPTER VIII

PSEUDO-NATIONALISTS EXPOSED

THE ToTAL COLLAPSE of the State Congress had :
effect on the activities ot the Hindu Civil Liberti
Union or those of the Arya Samaj. They had scente
beforehand of the Congress policy in British India an
could foresee the evil effects of depending upon th
‘Congress High Command. The State Congressmen ha
taken a contrary view. They had inseparably weddes
themselves to the Congress High Command. But th
actual experience taught them a lesson, a very bitte
one. The Hindu Civil Liberties Union decided to sem
on its behalf batches after batches every week. A
the movement was forced upon them all of a sud den
they wanted to organize and gather strength. Th
first batch of Mr. Y. D. Joshi and his four frien
was arrested on 21st October 1938. It was the first t
accept the challenge of the Nizam Government ang
to start the movement. The punishments meted out #
them were deterrent and highly intensified. Mr. Y. D
Joshi was also charged for making a speech of higl]
treason. It was a case, first of its kind in the Stat
Many of the leading advocates at the bar of Hydera a
had courted imprisonment. There were few experies
barristers who dared to undertake the defence of
case against Mr. Joshi. Mr. Borgaonkar alone ha
<come forward to do so. It was, however, though

Senapati Bapat, after his return to Poona carried
| intensive propaganda for civil resistance. He visited
any places and according to his scheduled programme,
ft for Hyderabad on 1st November 1938 for the
ond time. At this time, he carried a small batch of
olunteers with him. He and his batch were arrested
t Vikarabad Station, and the police again sent them
k, retaining Mr. Gore, one of the volunteers in
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Senapati's batch, because he was a State subject. Mr 15, at last, decided to start in Poona a Hindu Resistance
-Gore was taken to Hyderabad where he was prosecutes Mandal and support the Hindu Civil Liberties Union
and sentenced to jail. Mr. Bapat returned to Poon nd help the cause of civil liberties in the State.
.and again carried on his propaganda and decided to g To call any Hindu movement communal and kill
to Hyderabad with a still bigger batch. i t has become the propaganda of the Gandhian section
Before he had left for Hyderabad for the secont the Congress. They are unable to differentiate
time, a Hindu Resistance Mandal was formed on 1zl tween what is communal and therefore antinational
‘October 1938, under the presidentship of Mr. G. V nd what is communal and at the same time national.
Ketkar. Senapati Bapat did not merge himself @ fhe Muslim League is an obviously communal and anti-
this Mandal though he quite well sympathise tional body. It does not believe in one Hindusthan.
‘and co-operated with it. He had desired a Satya believes in Hindu India as separated from Muslim

Committee on non-communal basis. The State Cong idia. It wants a separate entity for the Muslims.
was the only body in the State which had non-communa Un the other hand, Hindu Maha Sabha a so-called

frame work, though every member of it was munal body, is entirely national. Hindudom cannot
The Hindu Civil Liberties Union and the Aryan Con « differentiated from nationhood. It is the Hindus who
though intensely national in spirit and outlook ve formed the nation. They are geographically, histo-
-openly communal and religious organizations in th dcally, culturally, one nation. To call it 2 community
formation. They had to be communal because thei ud not a nation is to call water anything but not HyO.
_grievances were communal, injustice done to them wa duism is not like one of the component parts Of an
communal. Senapati Bapat appreciated the point a icle which go toform its fabric, butisa complete unit as
the spirit behind these communal organizations. » je indivisible whole. There are some minorities who
was only a question of name, a question of academi re small communities residing in India and who are
.character. In practical working it made no difference. ady to merge themselves into one common bond of
But to associate with the State Congress which had tionhood, and they are welcome. But there is one

.committed its soul to the All India Congress, meant tc ti-national section of the Muslim community which
associate with and accept the dictations of the pleni- pants to stay in India but wants to overside all others
potentiaries of the Congress High Command. They o really form the nation.  Sjt. Sawarkar very clearly
were out to sacrifice the Hindus for wooing their Muslir posed  the psudo-nationalism of the Muslims in

friends and the Muslim community at all costs, ang derabad when he replied to a statement issued by
had demanded complete cessation of all activities i . Akbarali Khan and the group of Muslim leaders who

Hyderabad State or outside, which were likely to incur wed themselves as nationalists in order to condemn
displeasure of H. E. H. the Nizam or the Muslim activities of the Hindu Civil Liberties Union. Sjt.
«community. It was therefore impossible to undertake warkar wrote :

any risk of associating with the State Congress. If | “These self-styled nationalist Muslim gentlemen
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Muslim murderers as a rule, let off scot-free? Did
‘not the Arya Samaj and Hindu Sabha demand inquiry
und send deputations time and again to urge removal
ol these grievances ? And did not the Nizam Govern-
mentreﬁxseeventolistentotheminthemosthigh—
handed fashion ? Is this then the harmony in which
the two communities have lived for centuries and the
ach of which the Muslims now fear? If so, the

indu Maha Sabha assures them that it has determined
deliberately to bring about the breach of that harmony

‘ fear that the civil disobedience movement started b
the Hindus might lead to a breach between the two com
munities who have lived in harmony for centuries.” The
conception of a communal harmony seems to be bo
rowed from the argument of the wolf in a sheep’s ski
who remonstrated with his victim for disturbing th
peace and public tranquility of the neighbourhood b
raising an untimely hue and cry.
“Do they not know that the Hindus are not allowi
et ettt icnsics, o Sa sl the carliet posibl opporturity by ofiering alllegiti-
and educate their children in their mother tongue ite resistance that lies in its power. .
Is not Urdu which is an alien language to the Hindy The signatories (of the statement) complain
who constitute some 85 per cent of the population of that this campaign of civil resistance presumably on
State, thrust upon them as a State and a Court language B part of Hindu Nagarik Swatantrya Sangh in
Do not the public services contain So per cent Mus shaganagar (Hyderabad ) and the Hindu Nisshastra
who form some Io per cent of the population? A tikar (civil resistance) Mandal at Poona presided
not the Hindus converted to Islam by force and frat r by Mr. Ketkar and backed up by the Hindu-
and does not the Nizam finance such and other Musli bhaits  is h}&“)’) communal in nature. We ask
proselytizing agencies inside the State and even ou t else can it be ? Wherever a community is singled
of it by spending millions from the State treasury 1 Wit to be tyrannized over by another community, all
is replenished in the main by the Hindu tax payers orts to defend and liberate the victims must have
Are not the organized Muslim goondas let loose on ] crence to that singled out community alone, and the
Hindu community perpetrating various crimes di ruggle cannot but be communal in that aspect. Take
honouring, kidnapping and outraging Hindu wom case of removal of untouchability. The untouchables
desccrating Hindu temples, looting Hindu bazars ¢ to undergo, as a community, certain disabilities.
broad day light, murdering Hindu leaders and preac ¢« cfiorts to remove these disabilities must have
ers without ax;ny notice being taken of it by t erence to that community in the main. But does
Nizam Police, a department again, which has So p t make the question of removal of untouchability
cent Muslims on its roll 2 Inithe current year alo munal in a reprehensible sense of unholiness or
were not Vedaprakash, Dharmaprakash, Mahadeo a1 I-national 2 The same is the case with the movement
several other Hindu preachers and citizens murder | the civil resistance campaign started by the Hindu
by organized bands of Muslim fanatics under the me tanists in Hyderabad State.
outrageous circumstances? And yet, were not t “It is a lie to say that civil liberty is denied in
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the Nizam State to all communities alike. To ¢
Hindus, all civil liberties of speech, association, woi =h
are denied. It is the Hindus alone who are bann
from having any share in the public services or 2
voice in the administration of the State. The Mus
enjoy all civil liberties with a vengeance, monopol
public services and offices, and control all adm nist
tion in spite of the fact that not they but the '
contribute almost all the revenues and Qx& 1
replenish the State Treasury. It is t'he Hindus ale
who are threatened with extermination, as a
religion, and culture. The Hindu Maha Sabha, e
fore refused to fight under lying colours of a com T
Hindu-Moslem movement and means to enter the_
in defence of their Hindu brethren in the Sta?e
an unalloyed Hindu flag. Whether this attitude
the Hindu Maha Sabha is called by the tyrants of,
pseudo-nationalist congressites as anti-national or ¢
munal or parochial or otherwise, we care a fig for
name. :
“If the Muslim gentlemen who have discove
themselves overnight to be ‘ National * do really ¢
to avoid breach and usher in an era of commuanl am
in the State, then they should forthwith call upon
Muslims to disband their fanatical organizations
the Khaksar goondas and address the N.lz-am to guara
equality of treatment to all communities alike, ne
words but in practice, and introduce fully retpr&sen 3
ernment guaranteeing at least 75 per cent re;
ﬁ:,‘: in the f:gislatum and in the Public Servi
well, to the Hindus who constitute 85 per cent
population of the State. This is the only efficac
and truly national way of avoiding any b ca
communal harmony and not the threat which

statement tacitly holds out to the Hindus in case they
persist in offering civil resistance. ”’

The above statement of Sjt. Savarkar had the
good effect of giving definite lead to those who had
been hasitating about the course of action they should
take. The activities of the Hindu Nisshastra Pratikar
Mandal of Poona started in right earnest from its very
beginning.  The first batch of resisters under its auspices
left Poona on the 7th November 1938. It was led
by Mr. N. V. Godse who was the secretary of that Mandal
and included eleven volunteers who represented all
grades and all districts of Maharashtra. They were :—
(1) Sjt. V. S. Gharpure, B.A., LL.B., pleader of Jalgaon.
12) Sjt. Krishnarao Gangurde, a Harijan, and secretary
of the Harijan Boarding in Poona. (3) Sjt. B. R.
Kulkarni, the younger brother of late Mr. Kulkarni, pleader
of Sholapur who was murdered in broad day light by
Muslim fanatics. (4) Sjt. Somnath Balashet Honrao,
lingayat gentleman. (5) Sjt. N. V. Damale, landlord
of Shirgaon in Ratnagiri District, (6) Sjt. S. V. Marathe
i the same place. (7) Sjt. J. G. Salunke, (8) Sjt. K. N.
Mevane, a lingayat gentleman of Poona. (9) Sjt. R. D.

it of Kolhapur. (r0) Sjt. S. K. Joshi of Pandharpur.
{11) Sjt. Kalvankar Shastri, B.A. of Nasik.

The party left Poona in the afternoon on the 7th
ovember from Shivaji Mandir shouting slogans of
MHindu Dharma ki Jay and down with Nizam Zolum.”
! was garlanded in the meeting held before Shanwar
ada, in which Mr. L. B. Bhopatkar made a short
wch exhorting the civil resisters to stand unflinchingly
i their hour of trial. The party reached Poona Station

=30 in the evening where hundreds of prominent
Mizens had gathered to give them a hearty send off,
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The resisters left Poona the same day by Madi
Express and after visiting several places on their w
reached Sholapur on the 12th. There they held
public meeting and explained why they were goi
Hyderabad to oppose the tyrannical and anti-Hindu poli
of the State. They left Sholapur for Hyderabad t
next day where they reached on the 14th. As so
as they came out of the Hyderabad Railway Statia
police inquiry and harassment began. Within a she
time the whole party was taken under arrest ar
sent to jail. They were tried before a Magistrate o
the 19th November and the case continued for som
time ending in severe sentences extending to one

The second batch of volunteers left Poona on 218
November under the leadership of Mr, Vaidya. The part
carried on propaganda from place to place and entere
the State somewhere near Aurangabad where som
of the volunteers were arrested. Thus the work '@
formation of batches and propaganda was undertakes
for a wide-scale movement which was soon to follow
As the annual session of the All India Hindu Mah
Sabha was drawing very close, it was considered desi
to wait for a while and place the whole question before
the Maha Sabha for its examination and decision.

- These activities of the peoples in British India gave song even when it was sung in the hall specially reserved
a definite lead to the movement and strengthened th i 2
hands of all workers both inside and outside the State,

all specially reserved for them for prayer. It was
ieir practice to offer prayer for a number of years in
he past. The Muslim students had nothing to do
ith it.  But as the whole Muslim community had
sided with the Nizam Government to oppose and crush
the movement, as if those activities were directed against
their community. The Muslim students in the Osmania
University also desired to play their part in the game.
They wanted to pick up some quarrel with the Hindu
dents of the University. They decided to poke
their nose in the national prayer and raise a hue and
iry against it.

Vande Mataram is a national song. It is dear to
he Hindus. It ought to be dear to the Muslims
~und other communities as well. Its sanctity is height-
ed on account of the sufferings of the great Hindu
nationalists who had to fight for it, suffer for it and
assert it against the oppression of the British bully.
It is the acknowledged national prayer of Hindusthan,
But that the Hindu students sung the Vande Mataram

backed up the Muslim students and banned the singing
of Vande Mataram ! This led to serious results. The
Hindu students persisted in asserting their right to
sing the national prayer while the College authorities
demanded its discontinuance altogether and at last
expelled the students who refused to obey their order.
The Government issued a press-note in this respect

phere was surcharged with heroism and every body
wished to do what little or more it could to help and
advance the movement. As the movement grew and
spread, it took different shapes in different spheres.
The Vande Mataram Movement was one of its off-shoots,
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which very clearly shows its partial and provocativ

policy. The press-note read as follows :—

“In each of the three hostels of the Universit
separate prayer rooms are provided for Hindus a
Muslims. These rooms have been so far used for the
legitimate purposes, but since the inauguration of th

Satyagraha movement in the State, reports had reachee

the authorities of the University that in the pra
rooms meant for the Hindus, the Vande Mataram son
was being sung which was causing resentment amo ng
the Muslim students, as it is offensive to the Musli
sentiment. After making the necessary inquiries,

Pro-Vice-Chancellor asked the Superintendents

hostels to advise the Hindu students to desist
singing thesongso that the harmonious relations betwee
the various sections may not be adversely affecte
The Superintendents did their best in the matter b
their efforts were of no avail. The Pro-Vice-Chancell
was at last compelled to issue a notice on the 24th D
(28th November 1938) ordering that the song
discontinued. The order was put up on the noti
boards of all the hostels and was brought to the person
notice of the Hindu students, but instead of complyi
with the order three separate applications were submitt
. on behalf of the Hindu students of each hostel in whi
he was asked to cancel his orders. At the end of eal
application there was a note to the effect that the Var
Mataram song would be sung as usual in spite of the ord
On receipt of these applications the Pro-Vice-Chancell
jssued another notice to the effect that the previd
orders were based on the orders of the Gove :
and that any contravention of these orders would 1
only beagross breach of discipline, but would be defiar
of the orders of the Government. But even this ore
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had no effect as the students were
noe probably swayed b
wtside influences and the Vande Mataram sotz’g wa)s'

ng with even greater enthusiasm to the anno
non-Hindu students. i R

~ “Asall attemptsat conciliation had failed, the Pro-
ice-Chancellor was ‘reluctantly compelled, in view of

Ihe students concerned have left the hostels.”

‘ None can inte_rprete the high-handedness of the
izam Government in dealing with the situation except
% an act of sheer bigotry. It is impossible to under-
tand why the Muslim students went at all to the

wme quarrel with them. The Superintendent of

p l;ostels had not complained and the Pro-Vice-
Tincipal of the college says that he had prohibited the
\ging of the national prayer upon instructions from
¢ Government in that respect. He warned the students
it to dxsobey the order would not only amount to
wss  indiscipline but would amount to defiance

the Government order! What business had the
wvernment -to oppose the Hindu students from offer-

l‘helr national prayer? It was no act against
‘ (:.ovemment of the State. Nothing could be more
Multing, more provocative, more outrageous than

act of the_Government. It says that, “It is offensive

the Muslim students.” ‘e do not understand
Wit and why the Muslims find offensive in it: nor
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They put the Vande Mataram song to the severest test
and the closest examination and at last found out that
it contained somewhere some germs which were likely,
directly or indirectly to ofiend the Muslim sentiment.
They therefore according to their usual policy of yield-
ing before a bully, admitted that the Vande Mataram
song should not be sung in the public if opposed by
any body ; and that not more than the first two verses
should be sung at all as they only were, from the
Congress point of view, likely to be free from any thing
offensive or repugnant to the Muslim sentiments! This
is a typical instance of pseudo-nationalism which is ruin-
ing the nation!

The Vande Mataram prayer was also sung in the
Nizam State jails. In Hyderabad Jail, when it came
to the notice of the officers, they tried to stop it, but
the resisters refused. Mr. Hollins, the Director General
of Prisons, directed that if the resisters would insist
on singing the song in the jails, they would be punished.
But this intimidation had no effect on them. The song
was sung and three civil resisters Messrs. Ramachandra
Reddi, Rajaram Reddi and Motilalji were flogged
46 times each. But at the end of each flogging they
replied by simply uttering Vande Mataram! And
when the flogging was over and the resisters was brought
down from the flogging stand, they greeted the Superin-
tendent by saying Vande Mataram! It had a telling
effect even on the authorities. It was a suffering for
the sake of national honour. Nothing could prevent
or terrify the civil resisters who insisted on singing
their national prayer. At last the Nizam Government
vielded and the civil resisters were officially allowed to
sing the Vande Mataram prayer even in the jails.

can they or have they ever pointed out anything.
speak of anything offensive in it is simply abuse.
only right reply to this was to continue to give offent
to such an extent that the offensiveness in it shoul
die out merely by its repetition and continuance. .
Muslims must know that to consider the singing o
Vande Mataram as offensive to the Muslim sentimen
is in itself offensive to the Hindus. An effective repk
was necessary.

The Hindu students of the Osmania Universit
refused to obey such a foolish and violent outrage ¢
their national prayer. They prepared to suffer all th
consequences of rustication from the University an
the like than bend before the authorities. About 8¢
students joined the Vande Mataram struggle. c
had to leave Hyderabad for further prosecution
their studies. They were warmly received by th
Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur University, who gay
them all facilities, admitted them to special cla
and allowed them to appear for their respective ex
minations of the Nagpur University. It was a fittis
answer to the Osmania officialdom and the Niza
Government. The ban on Vande Mataram pray
spread like wild fire everywhere in the State and &
Hindu students in all schools and High Schools insis
ed on singing the song, in schools and outside. Tl
opposition to the Government ban on Vande Matara
spread so wide that its singing was to be heard ever
where in the State.

It is amusing to note that the so called national
Congressmen in British India were not able to withsta
the objections taken to this national prayer! T
Muslims complained and the Congressmen yielde
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own way which they may think proper, this Conference:
warns the Nizam’s Government and assures the Hindu
population of the Nizam State that the Hindu society
in Maharashtra is ready and prepared to support them.
in accordance with the policy determined and direc-
tions given by the All India Hindu Maha Sabha in that
behalf.”

CHAPTER IX

THE HINDU PRATIKAR MANDAL

Another Conference of the Poona and Thana
Districts which was held at Lonavla on the 5th of
November 1938 adopted a similar resolution. The
activities of the Hindu Nisshastra Pratikar Mandal
and other Hindu Sanghatanists who sympathized with
this cause had gone so far and deep, that it was
impossible even to think of retracing the steps. Hundreds-
of meetings were held throughout Maharashtra al}d.
vigourous propaganda was carried on. Eventually Sjt.
Savarkar, the President of the Hindu Maha Sabha and
other members of that august body made up their mind
to commit themselves to the movement and to help-
the Hindu struggle in the State by resorting to civil
resistance. Sjt. Savarkar came down to Poona and:
discussed the whole problem with his friends in the
Hindu Sabha and other organizations. He also consulted
- Senapati Bapat and Mr. Vinayakrao Bhuskute, a socialist
worker and many others; and after long and careful
deliberations he came to the conclusion that it was
necessary to help and lead the activities of the Hindu
Swatantrya Sangha in the Hyderabad State. He then
{ssued a statement to the press on the 25th November
1938, in which he summerised the causes and stressed the
necessity to launch the struggle.  Sjt. Savarkar stated : —

TuouGH THE HINDU SABHA could not officially”
declare its war of civil resistance against the atrocities-
committed by the Nizam Government, until such a
resolution was officially adopted, still all steps and.
activities were going on in that direction. The session
of the Nasik and Khandesh District Hindu Sabha
Conference held at Nandgaon on the 15th of October
was significant in that respect. It was a very large
gathering at which Sjt. Savarkar, Dr. Moonje, Mr.
Bhopatkar and many other Hindu Maha Sabha leaders
were present. Mr. Yashwantrao Joshi and others
from Hyderabad had attended this Conference. They
gave the first hand information about the situation
in the State and requested the President of the Alk
India Hindu Maha Sabha to help them and guide their
activities. After considerable discussion the following
resolution was adopted by the Conference.

“This Conference (of East Maharashtra Hlnd
Sabhas ) severally condemns the systematic attempt
on the part of the Hyderabad State authorities to
dominate over the Hindu society and to abolish Hindw
culture. To resist the said attempts and consequential
encroachments upon the rights of Hindu society and

coercion of them, if the Hindu population of the Hyderabad “The most fanatical and outrageous treatment

1o which the Hindus have been for years subjected in
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Maha Sabha decided to send a deputation including in its-
personal members like Messrs. Moonje, Bhai Paramanand
and others. But no permission was granted to that or
any other representations. Nevertheless Bhai Parama-
nand sought a personal interview with Sir Akbar Hyderi,
the Prime Minister who as such was mainly responsible-
for this anti-Hindu policy. He was so far from pro-
mising any redress that he actually denied the very
#xistence of any grievances worth the name. The-
Aryasamajists, the Sanatanists, the Jains and all other
Mindu sanghatanist bodies kept on making representa-
Hions to the Nizam warning him of serious consequences -
but a deaf ear was turned to them all. Attempts to-
wove the Imperial Government on the part of the
Hindu Maha Sabha were also made but they too were-
et with no better results.

3. In the meanwhile every dawning day brought

‘the Nizam State with a definite policy of exterpatin
them as a religious, cultural and political entity, an
turning it entirely into a Muslim one is so well know
-as to render any more proof as ridiculous an €XCEesS &
to try to show by candle what is obvious in broad day
light. We shall therefore pass on to retrace how wit
a view to end this persecution of the Hindus, the Hi e
sanghatanists had first exhausted all constitution:
-avenues and failing in that objective how they hay
-at last been forced to resort to civil disobediang
movement., :

1. The credit of drawing pointed attention 4

. this ill-treatment of the Hindus before any one el
«did it and coming forward to oppose it with tooth an
nail, must go to the Aryasamajist section of the Hindu
in the State. Hundreds of them have gone to jai v RS ; ;
had been harassed by the Muslim goondas and t news of Muslmll riots, assaults, .lootmg (_)f Hm.du baz?.rs,,
Muslim police as well. In this year alone, a dozen urde;s of Hmdu leaders, dlshonourlng, kidnapping,
them have been murdered in cold blood by the Mosler hragsmg of Hindu women, forced conversion of hunderds
‘mobs while the Moslem culprits as a rule escape ol Hindus to Islam. The whole atmosphere was rent
“dowd foos. 4 With shrieks of those tyrannized Hindus in the Moslem
b State. At last the Hindu sanghatanists could bear

2. The Hindu Maha Sabha also took up th no longer and the Hindu Maha Sabha, the Arya--
question in hand and deputed its reporters to study _‘ majists, the Sanatanists, in fact, all sections of the
ssituation on the spot some five years ago. The findu sanghatanists decided upon offering civil resistance -
published a detailed report of the persecuti hasten into the State to succour their persecuted
to which the Hindus as Hindus were subjecte: i helpless co-religionists and countrymen, Some of
b Aryasamajists in the State had already defied the
nny and bravely faced the consequences of resisting
nti-Hindu firmans. In Maharashtra alone, not less.
one thousand meetings were held to denounce
¢ Nizam under the auspices of the Hindu Sabhas
almost all towns. The Hindu Maha Sabha sent

‘Government, but no notice was taken of it. Year afte
year, the Hindu Maha Sabha sessions went on passin;
resolutions condemning the fanatical persecution a (
«calling upon the Nizam to put a stop to it. Last
at the Karnawati ( Ahmedabad) Session, the Hin'.
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its reporters once more a couple of months back in t

State and noticed the collected substantial news, whi
revealed that the state of things was even worse thi

what was known to the outside. This latest report w
also given wide publicity by the Hindu Maha Sab
in press and from platform throughout the counti
A Poona Hindu Civil Resistance Mandal was form
under the Presidentship of Sjt. G. V. Ketkar, edi :
«Mahratta”’, and conferences after conferences of t
Hindu sanghatanists backed up the civil resista
movement, appealed for funds and began to en
volunteers to fight out the cause of the Hindus in
Nizam State. ‘
It should be noted that throughout these yé

and in spite of the fact, that the story of this unb
able, barbarous, and fanatical persecution of the Hin

in the Nizam State had been perturbing and agitat
the public mind all over India, the Indian Natic
«Congress did not so much as raise its little finge
protesting against this Moslem tyranny. Kind sot
They had to shed so many tears in sympathy with

harassed Arabs in Palestine, the Abyssinians,
Czechs, and almost every body in the world, but

Hindus that they could hardly spare a single teal

shed over the blood-shed and persecution of thouss

.of Hindus in Hyderabad or Bhopal State, even in
name of the so-called ‘“National” civil liberty !

Subhash Chandra Bose, the President of the Congr

confessed only the other day that he was extrel

distressed over the persecutions of the subjects in My

Travancore, Rajkot and other Hindu States. B

true nationalist that he was, he did not touch even w:

pair of tongs the incomparably more outrageous

Aurangzebian persecution to which the Hindus !

of Herr Hitler ; while Gan

fruth, truth absolute and nothing but the truth

yvars in the past, to a
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subjected in the Nizam or Bhopal S i
&iitihat is not fz?.r to seek. The I.’LiIiz::I‘rtlaf;;d ’tllilee éﬁisori
.“‘];iles ﬂzlxre Musln'n States. The tyrants are Moslepa‘
g aneltirlli'anmsed are only the Hindus. How CI:b
o a, 5‘1:1 anf Natlopahst of the Congress brang
e i ?1 of the Hindus when it is a Moslem wh
“fphigh trt em! It would be “Communal” an ac(:
o SubhaShbezaL;on against  “Congress Nationalism” |
the wounded in China.!. Ths N sith rlieving
‘ ! 1onalist poet i
:\)’;’}/):mczl:l;iunlot spare a _couplet in condell;)matiliivcl)?dtt;l-
py e A egions of_ his sonnets had to be despatch 1
enable the Czechs in warding off the mightyphocarfic:
jier dhiji could onl
::n;:lu:neth?t hBhopal was “a veritable }%’axis—’ig; :}'l?
“(:(lf‘ﬂ odt ose Gandhist lies which are doublvyd"*
‘clul and dangerous as they go forth sweariﬁg }13;

5. But in spite of the guilty si
: . y silence of th i
,15r§is,t‘;lhe Hmdu Maha Sabha and the Arya:arfxlex('lilatn
g e agitation they unceasingly carried on] ?o:
‘ : pitch and the campaj
il gﬁ(g;edlgnce was launched from insideP:;%no?lftstige
otate. Senapati Bapat, the veter i
s ) an M
ul':z(tm :1“;}111 Mr. Bhuskute and some other soétiﬁit:lt:
e 0 were not stupid enough to fail to see
g helsp }:ltlea ilit;tnixrin duty and essentially a nation:i
- Lelp 4 S even when they w indus
ngf'fdrcllatlcal aggression even when iz’ w:sr :. If{I:slldm
. :‘ nr: 4 tlife struggle colaterally as defendants enilf
e tlw i 1bert.y. Mr Bapat with his cornrad0
'.1 Sle tate inspite of the ban and defied tI?s
. } % é)lznesof them are already under arreste
watantrya Sangh” in Hyderabad has.
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been sending forth batches after batches offering ci
resistance, taking out processions holding meetings in spite
of ‘the firmans to the contrary and thousands of peoplé
are already facing lathi charges, Police assults, and arres‘
for sympathyzing with'and rallying round the Hind:
movement. The State Congress, a body whichis in no way
connected with the Indian Congress and should not be con
founded with it is carrying on the struggle on a third flanl
under its “non-communal flag.”” But this mere changs
of name could not avail much and the Nizam Govern
ment has banned and branded the State Congress too a
communal. In Poona, the Hindu Civil Resistane
Mandal started by Hindu sanghatanists in Maharashti
and presided over by Mr. Ketkar has also taken fiel
and batches under its Hindu flag have already gon
forth to the Nizam State to defy its humiliating firmans
Thus the struggle is thickening on all sides and afte
the All India Arya Samaj rally at Sholapur and th
Annual Hindu Maha Sabha Session at Nagpur both t
be held during the next Christmus week, the strugg
is almost certain to spread all over the countr
and the Hindu sanghatanists throughout India presen
ing a pan-Hindu front, and under a pan-Hindu ban
will march on to liberate their co-religionists and countr
men held under bondage in the Nizam State. '
“Unless, indeed, in the meanwhile, the Niz
grows wiser and relinquishes his mad pan-Islam
ambitions to root out the Hindus, may he learn a lesst
in time from the miserable fate which not only his ow
ancestors, but even the mighty Aurangzeb met in |
campaign to Moslemise all Hindusthan, when the aven
ing Hindu forces of the Marathas engulfed him ai
his Muslim Empire in one common grave.
“We still hope, even in spite of hope that the Ni

Baba Madansing Gaga.
ero of the Andamans and

H

Sjt. Ch?ndakiran Sarda, Vice President
of the Hindu Mahasabha and

leader of the Sikhs.

aj.

leader of the Arvasam

112



wWOAteGele el el cGTeeGees
:‘KE_{))%GTQS/ 8cGelegeleieeeieles E‘%

Sit.

Sjt. A. H, Gadre,
leader of the Bombay group.

K. G, Gangurde, Harijan lcader
and a Civil resister in the first batch.
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guarantees, not in words but in practice equal and full
civil liberties to the Hindus along with other commu-
nities in his State and a representative Government
based on population proportion as soon as possible.
This is the only way to bring about lasting peace
and amity which the Hindus have ever been anxious. -
to welcome.”

As always to be expected, these appeals and exhor-
tations had no éMect on the Nizam Government.
Activities of the Hindu Pratikar Mandal in Maharashtra
were carried on in full collaboration with those
of the Hindu Swatantrya Sangh in the Hyderabad'
State. As the annual session of the Hindu Maha Sabha
was to be held in December 1938 at Nagpur, it was
necessary to take stock of the situation, and examine
the issues and the course of events, and await the final
decision of that body.

Mr. G. V. Ketkar, who was the president of this
Mandal submitted the report of the Mandal’s activities.
to the president and members of the Working Committee-
of the All India Hindu Maha Sabha. The following
is a review of its activities from its very beginning on
11-10—38 up to 27-12-38:—

On 11th October 1938 a huge mass meeting was.
held at Poona on Shanwarwada Ground. Senapati
Bapat and Swatantryaveer Savarkar addressed the
meeting on the movement of satyagraha in the Nizam’s.
State.

Sjt. Savarkar announced in that meeting that a
{ ommittee of Action has been formed for launching a
campaign of civil resistance to the religious and com-
munal tyranny in Hyderabad State. The committee
was formed in consultation of several Hindu Maha
B,
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‘Sabha workers. Amongst those consulted were Senapati;
‘Bapat, Mr. V. M. Bhuskute (a socialist worker ), Mr.Davare
of the Varnashram Swarajya Sangh, Mr. R. G. Bhiday,
general secretary of the Hindu Maha Sabha and others.
Sjt. Savarkar announced in the Shanwarwada Meeting
‘the names of persons and office-bearers of this committee
of action, which was called ‘‘Bhaganagar (Hyderabad )
Hindutvanishtha Nisshastra Pratikar Mandal.” For the
purpose of brevity it was called ?e “Hindu Pratikal
Mandal.”” The following were th€ office-bearers— =
(1) G. V. Ketkar, Editor ** Mahratta ™, Presiden:

(2) Nathuram Vinayak Godse, Secretary. :

(3) Members :—Messrs. S. R. Date, V. B. Dava @
Chitray Shastri, Masurkar Maharaj, G. M. Nalavade
and S. L. Karandikar, Editor ‘ Trikal.” 4
The Committee was given power to co-opt other men

bers. This Committee of Action or Hindu Pratikar Mandz
was authorised to organize branches in several distric
of Maharashtra. They at once began their wo
Hindu Pratikar Mandals were started at Dadar, Nasil
Barsi, Pandharpur, Sholapur, Chalisgaon, Dhulia, Ako:
Nagpur and other places and commenced the wor
of propaganda and enlistment of volunteers. The
were also authorised to collect funds for the purpose
Mr. V. B. Davare visited Sholapur, Pandharpu
Barsi, and other places and delivered speeches befo
mass meetings. Mr. Nathuram“Godse, the young enery
tic Secretary of the Committee visited Sangli, ir
Kolhapur and other places. Shri Masurkar Mahar
and the workers of his Ashram made extensive tol
on the border line of Nizam’s Dominions in Ahm ineoint -
nagar and Khandesh Districts. Mr. S. R. Date wi L R G 53 it i g
the help of the workers of Barsi and Pandhar Isgaon,  Jalgaon Bl,nusavgl o rrlla?rsllel? IPgatlllnurl,
A P , Yachora,

centres organized a tour in the vi i i
ot e villages in Barsi Ta
which bordered on the Nizam’s Dominions vy

. The Cqmmittee viewed the struggle from the Hindu.
point of view. It maintained continuous consultation
and connection with the internal movement organized
by the Hy}ierabad Hindu Civil Liberties Union under
the fenthusmg leadership of Veer Yashawant Digambar
oshi, ByA., the first dictator in their movement which
:\\'us launched on 21st October 1938. ;

' Mr. L. B. Bhopatkar, President of the Maharashtra
indu Sa!)ha guided the movement and addressed
nass meetings in Poona, Sholapur and other places
Mr. Nathuram Godse immediately organized a
Jtch of 12 resisters, who started from Poona on the
h Noven.lber, under his leadership. They were given
enthusm.g 'send off at Shanwarwada Ground and
pona. Station. This batch included Shri Kalvankar
lastrl, B.A., a worker of the Varnashrama Swarajva
g}}, Mr. Gharpure, B.A.LLB., pleader of Jalgagl
. Gangurde, a Harijan and Secretary of the Hari'ar;
Mfence League Poona. The batch included Brahm]'
well as Mahrattas and Lingayats. Al
They were given a rousing receptio
wrduwadi, Sholapur, Barsi, %’andhfrpu? 2.;dD1;(Zﬁg;
¢s on the way. They reached Hyderabad on the 14th
mber and were immediately arrested. They wire
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment., The second
ch of eleven satyagrahis started from Poona on the 21st
‘mber undfer the leadership of Mr. Khadiwale Vaidya
batch visited several places and did wonder3f’ui
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In spite of the abrupt suspension of the satyagral
by the State Congress, the Hindu Committee is n
going to discontinue its movement. The Committ
expects however that a committee of action on
All India Basis will be appointed at the Nagpur Sessis
of the Hindu Maha Sabha and this Committee W
immediately take up the threads of work already achiew
and proceed vigorously to gather support from 3
quarters and launch a movement on a mass scale fro
all sides of the Nizam’s State. As soon as this All Ing
Council of Action is formed the Hindu Pratikar Cor
mittee will work under its directions.

Pooxa

G. V. Ketkar,
27th Dec. 1938,

President, d
Hindu Pratikar Manda

CHAPTER X

ARYA SAMAJ AND HINDU MAHA SABHA

THE ARYA SAaMAJ though last to begin their struggle
against the Nizam, was perhaps the strongest and the
most organized body. The brunt of the attack of the
Nizam Government was shouldered by them in co-
operation with the Hindusabhaits. They gave the
State authorities the sternest fight. Their demands
were limited. They related only to their religious preaching
and propaganda. They included their activities of
Shuddhi. It is conversion to the faith of the Vedas
of those who had either left it or were new to it. It
was a challenge to the Tablique movement. It was the
greatest blow to the main objective of the Nizam himself.
But the demands of the Arya Samaj were so avowedly
innocent that to speak of refusing them was, on the
very face of it, simply absurd. What all that they
had been demanding was only fair-play. The Nizam
(overnment had no courage to challenge their demands.
They therefore followed their usual way of hiding

. behind some false pretexts. They charged the Arya

Samaj preachers for having said something which they

never said and for doing something which they never

did. The Nizam Government published a pamphlet
called “The Arya Samaj in Hyderabad” in which
they charged the Aryasamajists with blasphemy.
The authorities of the Arya Samaj challenged the state-










-and sincere effort that the Nizam’s Government shoul
come to a right understanding based on a sense

-administration of the Nizam’s Government as a whole.
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and theology taught in the Schools and University i
the State have been so written as to imbibe the spir
of Islamic culture in the students and extolling the pas
Muslim rulers and decrying the Hindu culture am
Hindu rulers. The Hindu prisoners are converted t
Islam inside the jails. Though the Hindus constitu

December 1938, under the presidentship of Lokanayak-
M. S. Aney, Member of the Central Legislative Assem-
bly, after which an extensive and intensive fight of
satyagraha—which could never have been conceived
of by the opponents of Arya Samaj will be fought on
~ behalf of the Aryans all over the Nizam’s State. The
85 per cent, Muslims 1o per cent and Christians et Nizam’s Government and the enemies of Aryan culture
1 per cent of the population of the State, yet the Muslim want to test the metal of the Aryans who are prepared
‘occupy 8o per cent of the State services and the Hin d to accept the challenge, may they have to undergo any
and Christians etc. occupy only 15 per cent. Suc | amoupt of suﬂt'a,rmg and sacrifice in coming out successful
is the highly communal and bigoted policy of the Nizam! of this ordeal.
Government. With all these facts, it is really throwin
-dust into the eyes of the world when the Ni am’
‘Government accused the oppressed as communalists
Is the Nizam's Government not acting like a culpr
-accusing the victim ?

The proceedings of the Sholapur Conference were
most dignified. Mr. Aney’s persidential speech was
marked with his usual brave and dispassionate eloquence,
based on facts and figures and closely reasoned argu-
- ment. He traced the causes of the tyranny to which

the State subjects were subjected, to the anti-Hinda

policy of the Nizam Government, and emphasized the

need of active help and guidance from their British

Indian friends. He summarized and supported the
demands of the Arya Samaj which were absolutely

Just and reasonable, and were embodied in a special

resolution of the Conference. Sjt. Savarkar, the presi-

dent of the Hindu Maha Sabha had also attended the
Conference. He exhorted the Hindus and the Aryans.
alike of the State and outside, to accept the challenge .
which the Nizam had given. Several speakers, inclyd- .
ing a large number of prominent Aryasamajists in, the-.
State, made thrilling speeches describing their grievapces.
The following resolutions pertaining to the ensuing -
struggle were adopted by the open session of the Con-

(crcnce. They were ;=

The Aryasamajists, of the whole of Iadia and_

FroM PETITION To DIRECT ACTION

“The Arya Samaj have exhausted all constituti O;
methods which it had been adopting for the last si
years by submitting petitions, representations ]
memorials and also waiting in deputations ; but
that was a cry in wilderness. It was always our earne

justice and fair-play, but they always tried to plea
us by mere assurances which they never kept. Tk
matters have reached to such a high pitch that
Aryans have now lost all their faith in the preser

“It is under these unfortunate circumstances h
Aryans have already started satyagraha in Hyderab:
State and they are holding the Session of the All Ing
Aryan Congress at Sholapur on the 25th, 26th, and 27
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(7) The unjust and distinctive treatment meted
wout generally by the State Police and other officials
to Aryas and Hindus in comparison to Muslims should
wease.

(8) The education of Hindu and Arya boys and
girls in primary and secondary standards at least,
should be in their mother tongue and not necessarily
in Urdu.

(9) There should be no restriction imposed on thé
starting by the Hindus and Aryas, of private gymnasiums
(Akhadas) and private Educational Institutions such
as Schools and Colleges for boys and girls, libraries,
reading rooms, etc.

abroad, being deeply interested in the religious, social
and cultural liberty of their co-religionists in the domi-
nions of His Exhalted Highness the Nizam, wherein the
Hindus in general and the Aryasamajists in particular,
are undergoing disabilities and untold sufferings in-
flicted openly or otherwise, in this Congress assembled,
«declare in clear terms the following to be the demands
«of the elementary rights of their co-religionists in
Hyderabad State.

(1) There should be full freedom for due perfor-
‘mance of religious rites and ceremonies, '

(2) There should be full freedom for religious
preaching, reciting of Kathas, delivering of sermons
-and lectures, taking out of Nagar Kirtans and processions,
building of Arya Samaj Mandirs, Yagnashalas and
Havankundas, hoisting of OM flags, opening of new
Arya Samajas and publishing of literature bearing on
Vedic religion and culture,

(3) The State should neither take part nor enco
-and the State servants should be forbidden from taki
part in Tablique (proselytising) movement. No -
version to Islam of Hindu prisoners inside the jails and
of Hindu children in Schools should be allowed. Hindu.
-orphans should not be handed over to the Muslims,

(4) The Ecclesiastical Department should be
~abolished, or at least it should have no control over
temples and affairs concerning the Hindus and Aryas.
*  (5) There should be no distinction made between
Muslim newspapers and publications and those of the
Hindus and Aryas. !

(6) There should be no ban imposed on the
-entry of Arya missionaries and the existing bans should
‘be removed. h

IMMEDIATE ISSUE

(@) Whereas repeated representations made by
the International Aryan League and the Arya Pratinidhi
Sabha, Nizam State, during the last six years, with a
view to seek redress of the various grievances under-
lving the demands (made in above Resolution) have
failed to achieve the object and whereas the Arya-
samajists and the Hindus of the Nizam’s Dominions,
and the whole of India feel strongly in the matter, this
Congress is of opinion that the only remedy left now
to secure the redress of their grievances is to resort
to a campaign of suffering and self-sacrifice in the form
of non-violent satyagraha.

(b) This Congress, therefore, authorises Mahatma
Narayan Swamiji Maharaj to form a Satyagraha Com-
mittee with himself as its first Dictator, to organize and
conduct a campaign of satyagraha and calls upon all Aryas
and Hindus throughout India to give their whole-hearted
support to the movement.
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to th.e attainment of religious and cultural liberty as
is evident from the very nature of our demand. In
fact. the Congress considers that they are fighting
:(ngamst the most powerful and organized communal
orces. H

(¢) This Congress for the speedy attainment €
the aforesaid demands directs the committee to concen
trate, for the present, its fight on items mentione
below :—

1. Absolute freedom for the practice and preac i
of the Vedic religion and culture, with due regard t
the feelings of the followers of other faiths. -

2. Full freedom for starting new Arya Samajd
and building of new Arya Samaj Mandirs, Yagnashala
Havankundas and the repairing of the old ones withot
obtaining any permission from the Ecclesiastical ¢
any other department of the State.

Provided that the authority to call off the satya

aha shall vest ultimately in the Sarvadeshik Ary

Pratinidhi Sabha.

‘ This Congress desires to make kn

(:overnm.ent of H. E. H. and to H. E. I-;).wlrllimts(:elfthief:
they be in any doubt about it, as also to the outs’ide
world, that innumerable instances of mal-treatment
false cases §tarted by the Police, heavy sentences passeci
by the Judiciary on flimsiest of evidence, have brought
about the only result it can, namely, that the faithgof
:llll(t: Hu]l)dus 1.ta.nd Aryas in the Police and other Exe-

ive Departments is i ici i

P disapll))e 14 gone and that in the Judiciary is

. Immediately after the Sholapur Con e, We
Session pf the All India Hindu II\)Iaha S:f)rlg.l C:‘E VIXI:S tltlli
where Sjt. Savarkar was to preside. The Nagpur Sessic%r? of
the Hindu Maha Sabha had no parallel in the previou
annals of the Hindu Maha Sabha. It was a gatherinS
of more than fifty thousand Hindus who had ong
there to take a decision on the most vital subject ofg the
Hyderabad Hindus’ struggle.  Sjt. Savarkar’s president-
al add{‘ess was a vehement exposition of what was
ippening everywhere. It was a remarkable speech
temarkable for its force, for its argument, for its clear’
ss of thought, for its confidence in his’ men, for it-
. |c_l;%nce in the activities which were soon to follc;w Th:
wision to fight, to struggle, to carry on the Civil Regist..
ice Movement was so vehemently supported by the
wple in the Conference that hundreds of y.oun
slunteers enlisted their names in the open session%tselfg
volunteers to offer civil resistance in the Nizam Statc:

MEgTHOD OF FIGHT

[n view of the false and malicious propagand

which is being carried on as regards our method,

Congress unequivocally declares that the purity

our cause demands absolute adherence to truthfuln

and non-violence. And for the success of their caus
the Congress considers it imperative to impress upo
the volunteers who are to take part in the struggle tk
maining truthful and non-violent 1

necessity of re :
thought, word and deed, even when subjected to untol

torture and suffering.
NATURE OF THE MOVEMENT

Being anxious to dispel all misapprehensions whic
might exist in any quarter, this Congress hereby declar
that the present fight of the Arya Samaj in Hyderaba
1s neither political nor communal, but is simply confin
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and several hundreds of rupees were actually given a
donations in the open meeting itself to carry on thi
struggle. A great enthusiasm prevailed; and in th
midst of loud cheers, the following resolution wé
adopted :— :

(@) In view of the fact that the Hindus in th
Hyderabad State are not enjoying religious liberty ar
other civic, cultural and political rights and that tk
Government of H. E. H. the Nizam has taken no ste
to concede the legitimate demands of the Hindus an
has thereby compelled the Hindus in and outsi
Hyderabad to resort to civil resistance, this Sabk
records its full suppert to the civil resistance movemel
started against the Nizam’s Government and ca
upon all Hindus to continue it vigorously and active

CHAPTER X1

HINDU MAHA SABHA LEADS

IMMEDIATELY after the session of the All India
Hindu Maha Sabha at Nagpur, its Working Committee
took steps to implement the Hyderabad resolution.
Accordingly, a Committee was appointed to consider
t!le_ ways and means for the conduct and direction of
civil resistance movement in the Nizam State with a
until all the rights are conceded to the Hindus in accor view to secure an equitable treatment, religious, civic
ance with their numerical strength in the State. and poht%cal to the Hindus in that State. It consisted

(b)) The Maha Sabha censures the attitude of t "f (1) Sir Gokulchand Narang of Lahore, (2) Bhai
Congress authorities in weakening the movements | Paramanand, M.L.A. of Lahore, (3) Mr. Indraprakash of
advising the State Congress to suspend the moveme Delhi, (4) Mr. Chandakiran Sarda, Advocate of Ajmere,
and out of fear of Muslim opposition and thus or {5) Mr. Anandpriyaji of Baroda, (6) Mr. Patwari, Advocate
again betraying the fundamental rights of the Hindus. '0; i{f;mfdabad, (7) Mr. Padmarajaji Jain of Calcutta,

() That a Committee should be appointed ;E()litor- ,,MB'}]B};?P?} ka;r}:)f Poona, (9) Mr. G. V. Ketkar,
the Working Committee to consider the ways and me [ p ahratta = of Poona, (10) Mr. G. M. Nalavade
of this active civil resistance movement. ] P N(;ona, (r1) Mr. Talapade, Advocate of Bombay,

In this way the last days of the year were mark gzl) 4 urr et i T:;llrseel\;)f Bombay, (13) Dr. B. S. Moonje of
with a grim decision to carry on the struggle of ci ( .g}z“ : (14) Ma;n amarao Jogalekar of Akola and
resistance on behalf of both the Hindu Maha Sal 7 l5r)1d lasu;_a}: h dara] qf e :l‘he Hn.ldu Pr‘?‘t.ikar
and the Aryan League in full co-operation with e B el e MIEEIFDOW Carried on 1S ablivities

¢ . R its own initiative, merged it i 1
other, till their demands were accepted by the Niza activities of the Hin dugMa;l:elsf;gﬁg the wider sphere

Poona was the chief centre for Maharashtra and
Mr. G. V. Ketkar was appointed its dictator, Directions
re issued to all the District Hindu Sabhas to organize
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movement, to carry on propaganda an'd to en .
:rlcl:;unteers to offer civil resistance in the Nizam S?at B
either under the Arya Samaj flank or that of the Hindu
Maha Sabha, as they may wish. .The resolution adopt..
in the Nagpur session of the Hindu Maha Sabha @ iC
also the resolution adopted by the Aryan Cpngress of
Sholapur were officially sent by the President  §j :
Savarkar to Sir Akbar Hyderi, the Prime Minister 0
the Hyderabad State on the 1rth January 1939.
order to explain the attitude qf the Hindu Maha. Sabha “The Hindu Maha Sabha it it ok
the President, sent the following letter along with th b o e et A e
y e | request you to grant all the religious and civic demands

“I beg to forward herewith a copy of the reso Metailed out in the enclosed o of She pesolating ot
Inlch paset oy Fuc BiDNy My SR 8 i uat the Aryasamajists’ Conference at Sholapur, usher in
regarding the grievances of the Hindus in that Stat immediately political reforms, introduce & iz ol
as well as enclose a copy of the demands put forwar And grant 4 free representation to the e
by the Aryasamajists’ All India Conference at Sholapur in it and the Public Services as well in bl
Both the resolutions will speak for themselves. _‘ their population, But if even this i s b

“I take liberty to assure you and through, yot H. E. H. the Nizam to concede all these demands immedia-
H. E. H. the Nizam, that the Hindu Maha S_abha has n tely, then the Hindu Maha Sabha, o ok
ul'terior motives against the Nizam or the Nizam State ¢

“wonstitutional means, will have no other course left
again i a community in this movemen but to continue the civil resistance movement which
The ﬁiﬁg"sﬁ{sﬁ:ﬁeﬁa aim and h);s no grudge ag'. las already been launched in the Nizam State on 4

 equitable treatment being dealt with the Muslim Mass scale, and not to call it off, whatever the cost,
a.nyth qstate nay, its very standpoint is that all lll the demands as enumerated in the resolution of the
1'falcts eincludi'ng the Muslims be equitably treated an Mindu Maha Sabha and the R ysemagicts e fully
lhould enjoy freedom of association, freedom of spee --"‘ conceded.”
freedom. of worship, and should be represented in th
'Legislatilres and the Public Ser_wces acc?rdmg to th
strength of their population or if thgt suits the N
Government, even on merit alone without any .dts 1
tion of caste or creed. Nothing could .be more just |
national and non-communal than this attitude take
up by the Maha Sabha.

“Fervently, therefore, I appeal to you to cast all
administration of the Nizam State in consonance with
the above just and equitable principle and policy, and
remove all inequitable laws, rules and regulations under
which the Hindus are being systematically, and in
cases even fanatically oppressed and restore to them,
all civie, religious, and political rights which such a
non-communal and just policy as indicated above,
involves,

To this letter, the Prime Minister, Sir Akbar Hyderi
nt a reply dated the 15th-of March 1939, in which
appreciated the assurance of good will, given by the
President of the Hindu Maha Sabha, but conveniently
Kept mum about the grievances of the Hindus in the
tate. His reply is characteristic of the policy of the
Nizam Government. It was as follows :—

L]
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of His Exhalted Highness consistent with perfect equality
and impartial justice. ‘

“I need not point out that it is often not the laws
or the rules that matter so much as the execution of
them by the oiﬁmals m the sp1r1t in which they _t:
attentxon to a recent serious case. In Hyderabad
Central Jail some of the Hindu civil resisters wer
outrageously flogged by the jail officials for singing Vande
Mataram there but later on they were allowed to do
so as a result of their petition to the higher authoriti
probably through your own orders. If it be so, it i
clear that the jail officials were themselves guilty i
meeting out that kind of barbarous treatment withou

and have courted jail on a question of principle. ]
case will amply exemplify that the root of the misc
does often lie in the practical execution of the la
and rules however unobjectionable they be in the
wording, by the officials of the State.

“Therefore even if the reforms you mean tointrodu

pressure, you are able to bear on the officials and t
strictness with which: you require them.to administra
all laws as impartially as possible, irrespective of religic
and communal considaration and bring to book promp
these over-zealous or fanatical officials who are guil
in their duty and persecute Hindus as Hindus.

“In the end I submit that not the delaying of t
reforms which you mean to introduce but the immedi;
promulgation of them is the surer remedy to rest
conﬁdence amongst the Hindus and put an end

in the State.
of the Arya Samaj had given an ultimatum to the Nizam
iovernment to redress their grievances or he too would,
4s proclaimed in a resolution at the All India Aryan
Longress at Sholapur, start the eivil resistance move-
ment.
olfered civil resistance as the first dictator of the Arya
Samaj.
wut of their territory as they did in the case of Senapati
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the intense and harmful estrangemeilt that has taken
place between the Nizam Government and its millions
of Hindu subjects and is causing so much unrest, suffer-
ing, and disorder all round in the State.

“Assuring you that the Maha Sabha and the Arya
Samaj would take the first opportunity to come to a
really well mgant and equitable settlement of the question

~and would even depute some of their leaders if you

desire to have a personal conference with you with a

view to find out a way to common and stisfactory
understanding.”

In the mean time, civil resistance activities were
continued. The Hindu Maha Sabha had declared the
215t day of every month as the civil resistance day.
This day was observed everywhere in Maharashtra
and even outside by declaring hartals, holding meetings
and carrying on other propaganda work, It was also
the day on which the Aryasamajists’ ultimatum ended

and Shree Narayan Swamiji officially declared that the

Arya Samaj had launched its civil resistance activities
Shree Narayan Swamiji, the first dictator

His appeal fell flat as was expected and he

The Government authorities sent him back

Bapat. But Swamiji again left for Hyderabad.

This time, while he was on his way, he was arrested and
Wwius sentenced to imprisonment.

Senapati Bapat who
us arrested for the third time on 29th November 1938,
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and sentenced to imprisonment, was set at liberty o
the 8th January 1939, because the State Congress hac
by that time suspended the movement. The policy o
the Nizam Government in that respect was to set a
liberty all the outsiders who had disobeyed the Govern
ment orders in sympathy with the State Congres
decision, but not the members of the- State Congres
itself who belonged to the State, till the mevement wa
completely and finally withdrawn.

It was not until the 23rd of January 1939 that th
authorities of the State Congress finally withdrew th
movement and completely surrendered before the Stat
authorities. After their complete withdrawal of ti
movement and cessation of all their activities the Stat
Congress prisoners were set at liberty. 3

At this time, there was some rumour that the Hind
Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj civil resisters
did not belong to the State were also to be released
but it came untrue. Batches after batches of volunteer
were sent to Hyderabad State to offer civil resistanc
on behalf of both the Hindu Maha Sabha and Arya Sama
and the jails became filled with them. The Nizai
Government had to build new prisons and also 1
old and delapidated buildings for the purpose ¢
locking up the prisoners. But the more the arres
took place, the more was the enthusiasm to send volu
teers to offer civil resistance.

under the banner of Arya Samaj. The attitude of the
Congressmen in general and especially of those in
Maharashtra was highly objectionable and opposed to:
the movement. They carried on their mischievous
uctivities against Hindu Maha Sabha everywhere. They
spread wild rumours to discourage volunteers, deprecated
their motives and tried to creat antagonistic atmo-.
sphere throughout the country. The Congress Govern-
ment demanded security from “Trikal”, a daily newspaper
which had sympathy with this movement, for having
printed some news about the atrocities committed by
the Muslim goondas in the Nizam State. But the public
fecling was so tense and opposed to such wanton and
high-handed policy of the Congress Government, that
the challenge was taken up by the masses themselves:
who paid the amount of three thousand rupees within
ten days by contributing more than the necessary
wmount. More than three thousand persons had con-
ributed to the fund and gave a fitting reply to the
so-called popular Government.

Since the time when the State Congress completely-
surrendered and retired from the field of action, the
Congress High Command had been trying to bring
pressure upon the Aryasamajists to cease their acti-
vities. It was necessary in their own interest, and in
the interest of the Muslims in the Congress as also out of
\t, and of the State as well. But the motives which
had prompted them were both sinister and dangerous.
They were to be found in the statements made by one
Mr. Damodardas who had risen into prominence at that
time. His only worth was that he was a hireling of
Mr. Jamanlal Bajaj, the banker of the Congress. He
was, however, taken up on the Working Committee of
the State Congress and was the principal connecting

Upto the zoth January 1939, the number of A
Samaj volunteers had gone up to 738 and that of t
Hindu Maha Sabha was 141. Generally speaking ti
Maharashtriyans had joined the flank of the Hine
Maha Sabha, while those who belonged to the Sta
itself or who came from outside Maharashtra had gathere
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attacks on peaceful civil resisters especially in far-g :
places came everyday from every quarter, and did helj
to a certain extent to create alarm and terror in th
mind of the peaceful satyagrahis who were utterl;
helpless before the organized and armed force of th
Nizam police. Sjt. Savarkar, the President of
Hindu Maha Sabha bitterly complained about thes|
cowardly attacks made by the Nizam police and th
armed Muslim goondas on the unarmed and peacefu
civil resisters. He remonstrated to Sir Akbar Hyder
the Prime Minister about these cowardly attacks.
one of his letters he stated:
“I am convinced by unimpeachable testimon
that the Nizam police in complicity with Muslim mob
have been assaulting, as a set policy, the Maha Sabh:
and Arya Samaj Hindu volunteers who offer peacefu
civil resistance to the anti-Hindu bans in the Nizar
State. So long as the civil resisters are dealt witl
lawfully, no complaint on that score can arise as the
are prepared to face it all. But setting aside even th
rigid laws of the Nizam State, when armed Mus in
mobs and the police are allowed to take law in the
own hands and have resort to brutal attacks on peace
ful and unarmed civil resisters who offer no physica
resistance whatsoever as was the case at Tuljapus
Vaijapur, Gavliguda and other places and when thes
criminal Muslim mobs and police are not brought t
book by any higher State authorities, I feel it my duf
to warn the Nizam Government of the serious co 3
sequences that such outrages are bound to bring i
their trail.
“I hope your honour will take a serious notice 0

this matter, punish the outrageous miscreants and pu
a stop to this barbarity. :

“I emphasise in all good faith that such lawless and
barbarous physical assaults inflicting in some cases
fatal injuries on Hindu civil resisters by Muslim mobs
and police are but the last thing that can restore
peace and content in the State. They can only exas-
perate the situation. The best and the only means to
lestore peace, order and goodwill in the subjects of the
Nizam State is neither these attempts of the Muslim
mobs to strike terror with a vain hope to demoralize
the civil resistance movement, nor the delay in intro-
«ducing the reforms caused by a mistaken notion about
the prestige of the State, but the speedy, honest and
brave determination on the part of the Nizam Govern-
ment to introduce reformed constitution and remove
the just grievances of the Hindus, which have been
clearly and definitely formulated in the Arya Samayj
and Hindu Maha Sabha resolutions at their respective
sessions at Sholapur and Nagpur,”

. But these remonstrations could have no effect
These attacks were generally made not in big cities but.
‘l‘l small villages where scarcely any public demonstra-
tion was possible. Up-till-now it was the policy of the
Hmdg Maha Sabha to send volunteers to small villages
to offer civil resistance, with the intention of carrying
i propaganda into the interior. But on account of
such violent attacks, it was thought necessary to change
this poli.cy, and instead of sending small batches of
five or six persons in small villages, it was decided to
nd big batches and those too in big towns. Up-till-
now, Dr. Paranjpe, Balshastri Hardas, Prof. Deshpande
Mr. Varma and many others had led batches from thé

ntral Provinces. From Maharashtra side, after the
frst batch of Mr. Godse, about forty batches were sent
before the middle of April. The prominent from
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> put forward in the resolution adopted b
the Hindu Maha Sabha at its session at Nagputl.) %

“Nevertheless, I assure the Nizam Go

tl}at though delay can only worsen the discon‘izr;tm;ln;
«disorder in the State yet a really well meant, actual and
speedy announcement of substantial Reforms will only
be welcomed by the Hindu Maha Sabha and Hindudom
4s a whole as an act of far-seeing statesmanship
and grace on the part of the Nizam Government
not as a sign of weakness but as a proof of real strength'
that lays its foundation on justice, content and wﬂlmé
attachment of citizens to the State they comprise
'I'_he sooner the Nizam Government puts an end to th(;
dxscontent. and consequently inevitable unrest that
are corroding the fabric of the Nizam State, the stronger
will tye Government grow and better the title of H. E. H
ithe Nizam as a ruler who really deserves to rule.” iesy

amongst them being Messrs. H. B. Bhide, Phansalkar,
Bhide Guruji, Kasture, Date, Bapat, Avekar, Joshi,Gangal;
Davare, Patwardhan, Patkar, Gokhale and many others,
By this time, the total number of volunteers on be hal
of The Hindu Maha Sabha had exceeded two thousand |
and that of the Arya Samaj, had reached the figur
eight thousand. But this was not sufficient. Mor
volunteers were necessary. The terrorising policy o0
the Nizam Government and the fifth column activitie
of the local Congressmen had created a disheartenin;
effect on the general public mind. Young men dislike
the idea to go into the far-off place simply to serve a
fodder to the lathi charges of the Muslim goondas anc
the rifle-butts of the Nizam police. But all this had t
be faced in cold blood. It was even published in some Con
gress quarters that the Hindu Maha Sabha and the Ary:
Samaj had lost their morale and desired cessation of ti
vities and that the movement would soon be withdrawn
It was therefore necessary to clear the atmosphen
of all such doubts. The President of the Hindu Mah:
Sabha issued a Statement on the 8th April 1939 to
following effect :— ‘

“In order to remove misapprehensions and suspens
on the part of Hindu sanghatanists all over India cause
by the mutually contradicting news published in th
press regarding the civil resistance movement agains
the Nizam, I have to state unreservedly and definitel
that so far as the Hindu Maha Sabha is concerned ¥
is not going to suspend, much less call off, the move
ment unless and until the Reforms which the Nizan
Government has been promising to the public to i
troduce before long, are actually announced and thy
Hindu Maha Sabha is in a position to judge if the
concede in some substantial measure, if not in ful



CHAPTER XII

THE EFFECTIVE STRUGGLE

Up-T1LL-NOW no first class leader on the Hindu Mal
‘Sabha side had enlisted himself to offer civil di
obedience. It was Mr. Bhopatkar who girded his loi
and declared that he intended to lead a big batch of tv
hundred men into the Nizam Dominions. This.d ar
tion created a great impression on the public min
Up-till-now, small batches had gone. But on accou
of the cowardly and violent attacks of the police ar
the Muslim goondas, that policy was changed. No
the Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj had bof
decided to send big batches. Mr. Bhopatkar's declar
tion was so well received that about three hundr
volunteers immediately enlisted their names to acco
pany him, so much so that some of them had to E
kept back for the next batches. Mr. Ram Bha o
Shivahare and his party came from U. P. A batch
Bengali civil resisters had arrived in the mean tin
and it joined into the big batch of Mr. Bhopatka
Messrs. S. V. Kelkar, Paisafund Ranade, Ra T
Kulkarni, Sawant, Gokhale, and a number of young 1
accompanied him. Mr. Bhopatkar was to leave Poor
on the 23rd April. He was given a hearty send-off |
a mass meeting. On the 23rd morning he left Poona 1
a special train, and halting for some time in Bomba
Nasik and Manmad, he reached Aurangabad on ti
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26th afternoon. Before leaving Poona, he had informed
the State authorities that he was going there with a
party of about two hundred men, and that he intended
to offer civil resistance. He gave them assurance that
he would do everything quite peacefully, and expressed
his desire that he expected the Nizam police to take
care that the Muslim goondas did not commit unneces-
sary atrocities on the peaceful Hindu civil resisters.
But the Nizam Government would not assure of the
peaceful atmosphere on their side. This reply was
really exasperating. The President of the Hindu Maha
Sabha warned the Nizam Government in a statement
which was issued on the 24th April 1939. He said :—
““To Mr. Bhopatkar’s letter last week informing Nizam
Government of his intention to offer civil and non-
violent resistance, the Nizam Government’s latest reply
has virtually admitted that they could not guarantee
security from mob-violence in Nizam State. Against this
astounding reply which amounts to veiled violent threat,
Hindu Maha Sabha records its strongest protest. Civil
resisters may be dealt with under whatever laws that
prevail under the Nizam Government. But no Govern-
ment can resign its legal authority to mob-violence.
The responsibility of communal tension lies primarily
and entirely on anti-Hindu policy of Nizam Government.
Mr. Bhopatkar goes to protest and oppose it with peaceful
resistance. So responsibility of any mob-violence and
consequent criminal assault on his party will lic on the
Nizam Government alone which is duty-bound to order
the police and military to see that legal functions of
Nizam Government are not usurped by violent mobs.
Please take serious note of this as the results of abdicat-
ing Government’s legal power to mob fury cannot
but exasperate discontent and disorder in the State
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instead of terrorising civil resistance movement.
Removal of just grievances of the Hindus can alone
testore peace and content.”

The incessant propaganda throughout the British
Indian press and the platform, against the mischievous
and harmful policy of the Nizam Government in dealing
with the peaceful civil resisters, had its effect on the
State authorities; and when Mr. Bhopatkar arrived
at Aurangabad with his party, the police had taken
the necessary precautions to control the Muslim goondas,
and the District Officers were ready on the Station.
After his arrival, Mr. Bhopatkar had a little talk
with the District Officer and the Subhedar. Imme-
diately he completed the formalities of holding an un-
permitted meeting and made a short speech. Then
the whole party was arrested and sent to prison. The
arrived in the jail far late in the evening and the already
dimprisoned civil resisters were busy in making arrange
ments for their new comrades.. It was a matter o
common enthusiasm both to those who were alreads
inside and to those who had just arrived in the jail.

- Mr. Bhopatkar’s arrest gave a new impetus to
movement. Some forty volunteers of his batch who weré
kept back, wereled the next day by Mr. Bapat of Bombay:
He and his party arrived at Aurangabad station, when
they were arrested and sent to the jail. After Mr. Bhopat:
kar’s incarceration, Bombay too organized a big batcl
of about two hundred volunteers which was led by
Mr. Anantrao Gadre. Mr. Gadre is well-known for his
anti-untouchability propaganda. He is a good socia
worker. He has served the public all his life, both i
press and on the platform and is known as a friend o
the depressed classes. His pious sentiments and dee;
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feelings for the poor and the distressed, roused him to
the occasion and he decided to go headlong into the
movement. He organized mass propaganda in Bombay
and left with his batch for Aurangabad on the roth

«of May. When Mr. Gadre and his party arrived at

Aurangabad, the police were ready to receive them.
The party came out of the Railway Station yard and
Mr. Gadre delivered a short speech. The law was broken
and the party was arrested and escorted to the jail.

Mr. D. K. Sathe of Poona with his selected batch of
twentyfive volunteers offered civil resistance at Paithan
where they were immediately tried and sentenced to
imprisonment. That party reached the jail early in
May. Mr. Keshavrao Kelkar of Poona led an exclusively
Pandbarpur batch of about fifty young men on 22nd
May which arrived at ‘Aurangabad Station on the next
day and was arrested. These activities became so
intense, and the number of volunteers so much increased
that the Poona centre many times found it very hard

even to meet the ordinary railway fare of these volunteers.,

Thecivil resistance movements carried onin British terri-
tory in the last decade was of quite a different nature.
At that time satyagraha was offered by the volunteers
at their own places. In this case, they had to go first
to some unacquainted place in the Nizam State and
then offer civil resistance there. Every volunteer had
to pay on an average amount of five to seven rupees

‘wither to the railway or to the motor. More than

four thousand volunteers had actually offered civil
resistance in the Nizam State on behalf of the Hindu Maha
Sabha. Their railway fare alone amounted to more than

Awentyfive thousand of rupees. With the Arya Samaj
Ahese expenses exceeded a lakh of rupees. Their
Wolunteers came even from Kashmir and Bannu side.
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After the Nizam State, Punjab and U. P. were thei
main centres of recruitment. They had actually se
more than twelve thousand volunteers from outside.
State civil resisters had been more than four thousan
But for the purpose of organization and uniformit
of action it was necessary to include them in the bi
jathas which advanced from place to place carryin
on propaganda work and finally offered civil resistani
in the Nizam Dominions. iy

. The Arya Samaj had made Sholapur their chie
centre of activities. They had opened their concen
tration camp at Sholapur and its sub-branches at Ba
Ahmednagar and Manmad. Those who offered
resistance on behalf of Arya Samaj had to go first t¢
Sholapur and join the jathas which were then escortec
by their dictators. Shree Narayan Swamiji was thei
first dictator and he had officially led the movemen
by offering civil resistance on the 22nd January 1939
Hundreds of volunteers had already offered civi
resistance on behalf of the Aryan Defence League ever
before the Sholapur session of the All India Aryar
Congress. After the arrest of Swamiji, Mr. Chandakira
Sarda was appointed its second Dictator. He wa
also the Vice President of the Hindu Maha Sabha. Afte
his arrest, Lala Khursand of Punjab was the third tg
follow. Pandit Dhurendra Shastri was the fourth ta
lead a big jatha. Pandit Vedavrata Vanaprastha
followed as the fifth dictator to offer civil resistance.
Thus the dictators after dictators were appointed and
the struggle grew both in intensity and extent.

Up-till-now jathas on behalf of the Arya Samaj used
to proceed from Sholapur and go to Hyderabad to offe:
civil resistance. But as the movement grew, the State
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Government became very uneasy and perturbed on.
account of these incessant raids on their capital itself.
They wanted to divert the rush of volunteers elsewhere..
Gulburga was the only more convenient place which
was on the way between Sholapur and Hyderabad. The
Nizam Government had no authority to arrest volunteers-
so long as they were within the G. I. P. Railway limits,
because that part did not belong to them. But the
British Government came to their help. They gave

the State authorities necessary powers by which they

could arrest civil resisters even in the railway carriages..

But as the number of volunteers increased, jail
administration went from bad to worse.
became more than congested even before April; and
sanitation completely deteriorated. There was insuffi-

cient water supply in many places, and prisoners were-
- sent from prison to prison to be accommodated. The:

State authorities had created concentration camps ip
many places, and old buildings were repaired to suit
jail requirements. But they too became insufficient.

Transfer of volunteers from jails to jails was like big
parties seeking accommodation in Railway trains.
at stations, where men run from compartment to com--

partment to seek accommodation somewhere for them-
selves. Exactly such was the way in which the jail
authorities handled the prisoners. Prisoners from
Hyderabad were sent simply for accommodation to
Gulburga, and those who were at Gulburga were

transferred to Aurangabad, and prisoners who were
at Aurangabad were taken to Hyderabad or some other

jails ! The jail barracks which were normally meant

for seventy-two prisoners, had now to accommodate
the double number and sometimes even more ! jl‘he‘
plight of the authorities and the consequent sufferings-

All the jails-
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+of the volunteers knew no bounds. And still the numbe

of volunteers was on the increase. In the month Q
May, there was some trouble at Sholapur, between th
local Hindus and the Muslims who were annoyed at th
increasing strength of the Hindu volunteers. Thi
was sufficient reason for the Congress Government t
-order removal of the Arya Samaj Camp of volunteer
Arom Sholapur. The Government refused to allow a
volunteer activities even in the District. It was n

courts of law. It was a new thing in such campaigns..
It had no precedence in the history of any satyagraha
movement which had taken place before. Some of°
these volunteers could even secure help of the local
advocates; but generally they pleaded their own
cases. They accepted the facts but pleaded not guilty.
The law required that the guilt must be proved before -
the punishment was given. To prove the guilt, it was .
necessary to follow the whole procedure of ordinary
A legal cases. It was necessary to conduct the cases, to-
to yield and they removed their centre from Sholap X corroborate the evidence and then give judgment. In
to Manmad, in the Nasik District, and their Sevens the case of Arya Samaj cases against hundreds of Volun--
Dictator, Mahashaya Krishna declared that he woul teers were finished in one day, because when they
lead a party of one thousand volunteers to Aurangabag were brought before the Court, they admitted their -
198 the 5th of June | ‘ guilt and asked only for maximum punishment. In
the case against the Hindu Maha Sabha volunteers,
they followed a different procedure altogether. They -
crossed the witnesses and recrossed them. They argued
their cases to the best of their ability. It was impos-
sible for the police to get true evidence every time. They -
had therefore, hired the services of some *“ Gentlemen
who acted as witnesses in  any case. A dozen men
served as witnesses in more than three dozen cases,
some in one and some in other. These false witnesses
were all Muslims and could scarcely understand Marathi.
It was significant that the police could scarcely get
wny Hindu witnesses tosupport them in these cases, The -
speeches made by the volunteers were all in Marathi,
which the witness did not understand; and still they
uppeared as Government witnesses deposing the purport
ol the speeches. These parrot-like evidences many times -
utterly failed in cross examination, and many times
the cases could not be proved, when the civil resisters -
had to be set at liberty because the police could

on such an issue. The Aryasamajists had therefor

Naturally the State authorities had to prepar
‘themselves to the new manceuvres of the Arya Sama
The centres of action were up-till-now Gulburga an
Aurangabad. Now it was only Aurangabad. Tt wa
necessary to make immediate provision for an addi
tional thousand volunteers. The Aurangabad jail wa
-already more than packed up to its highest limits, na
it was overflowing. They were the summer days an
‘the jail authorities had to be kind to allow the volun
‘teers to sleep in the open than in the barracks whicl
‘were dark and little ventilated. But what will have to b
«done in the rainy season which was fast approaching ?

Aurangabad prisoners offered another difficult
‘which the jail authorities had neither anticipates
nor experienced before. It was the centre of the Hinds
Maha Sabha volunteers since January. Unlike the Arya
samajists they had decided to fight their cases in the
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Mahashaya Krishna followed the process of breaking
the law and in a few minutes the whole party was
declared under arrest. It was then the duty of the
police to provide for their food after they took them
in their custody. ' But what could the police do ? Th
volunteers could get no food the whole day and had t¢
depend on a handful of grams that were provide
to them ! There was not even sufficient arrangemen
of clerks who could take down the names of thes
volunteers before they were arrested. There wer
no sufficient cars to take them to the prison. Tk
whole party was arriving into the jail from late in
evening till early in the dawn!

In Aurangabad there was an old and delapidate
building formerly used for the maintenance of ho
It was adjacent to the jail compound and was not
turned into the supplementary camp jail. But the
was no kitchen. The latrines were under construg
tion, and the water piping was completed only tw
days before. After the party of Mahashaya Krishs
came, the question of food supply became imminer
The morning meals which were usually provided betwe
8 and 10 in the morning, could not be provided t
late in the afternoon, and the evening meals cou
not be provided for at all! There were some smi
boys of twelve and fourteen who had accompanied th
elders to offer civil resistance, and some of them w
sentenced to terms extending even to one yeal
rigorous punishment! The jail authorities were |
quested to provide food for the youngsters at least
time. But the whole jail administration had so mu
broken down that nothing was ever considered! T
led to a series of events which brought disaster to ¢
civil resisters and infamy to the jail administration

Young Boys,
who offered civil resistance
and suffered the jail hard-ships.




Sjt. G. R. Kale,

one of the organisers of the movement

V. B. Davre,

Sanatani leader

Sjt.

from the beginuing,

who actively participated

in the struggle.
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the Nizam Government. It proved an effective blow

which ended the struggle in full victory to the Hindu
Maha Sabha,

On the 6th June, some of the prisoners informed
the authorities that it was necessary to make some way
out of the chaos, and that they were ready to help
them, because it was even in their interest and for
their convenience to set things right. But the jail
authorities considered this proposal as if it was encroach-
fent upon their high authority. The Jail Department
had disqualified the really qualified Assistant Superin-
fendent who was in charge of that jail, because he was
Kind at heart and just in his behaviour towards the
political prisoners. He used to listen to their com-

aints and try to remedy them as much as possible,
Blut. poor man! What could he do when he was left
10 manage things without being provided with the
essary stock and the staff! The Jail Department
per-imposed upon him a new Superintendent who
Wis a “seasoned and qualified” man fit for the
Juils ! This arrogant man turned down every proposal
it was made to him ! He was however quite qualified
0 strike terror. He made up his mind to set the whole
Il right by the process, not of good will but by inflict-

hard punishments! He abused the volunteers
jeared at them !

When meals were served in the morning of the 6th
¢, more than sixty per cent of the bread was
Mler-baked and the prisoners made complaints to
b jailors. It was a common complaint in the jail for
ks together. Those who were in charge of making
bd  were quite inadequate, and also untrained.
Wit could they do? The number of prisoners had
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who were hungry for nearly two days or were half starved,

made complaints, but no jail officer was ready to pay
ny heed to them.

On the morning of the 7th June, the bread that
Wwas provided was prepared of some sort of wheat and
Jawar mixture. But the mixture was perhaps not complete ;
d the bread that was prepared of it, was even worse !
This created lots of complaints from every ward, and
r. Date told the Superintendent that the bread of the
lixture was absolutely tasteless and was much under-
ked and there were all round complaints of the prison-
s on that point. He even proposed that the prisoners
hould be given one wheat bread and one jawar bread
stead of that kind of mixture, so that the time re-
iired by the jawar might be compensated by the
cat in making the bread. The Superintendent
reed to this. But in the evening the bread was
wde of some hybrid mixture and was as bad and tasteless
the one in the morning, nay even worse !

Unfortunately, there was heavy rainfall in the
dternoon the same day and that added to the difficulties.
fiere were latrines inside the wards, and in one ward the
pe that carried sewage water out, was left open at
¢ other end. There was no clear outlet on that side.
ien the torrents fell down, the muddy water entered
Wough that pipe inside and became mixed up with
sewage and overflowed in the ward. It spread
T more than one-third area of the ward, and thanks
the efforts of some volunteers who created a barrage
dust heaps, it stopped spreading. It was necessary
tlear up the whole dirt and make the room livable.

Mr. Date told the jailor of what had happened in the
| and requested him to help them to clean the place.

increased beyond all expectations and those who
nothing of baking bread were employed on that wor
The result was obvious. The under-baked brea
pieces were shown even to the doctor in hundreds and:x
admitted that they were quite under-baked, and shou
be baked before they could become eatable. But ic
to get them baked ? The kitchen was too small ai
it was necessary to provide bread_ for t}w.)_tho 1
and more prisoners! It was an impossibility und
the circumstances. The bread was bound to rema
under-baked. The complaints had no eiffect that d:
Even the morning meal was being distributed tl.ll |4
in the afternoon! What of evening meal ? Nil ’
the reply. The prisoners were given a handful of gr:
and parched rice late in the evening. Mr.. Dat
prisoner, whom the Superintendent had considered J
prominent and sufficiently useful to take up the le
impressed upon him the necessity- of improve m
in the bread, and brought to his notice that on ac of
of the defective bread, the number of outdoor patr
in the jail dispensary had of late grown enormous
Mr. Date suggested him also a way out of the situati
He proposed that the prisoners _should be pro
with wheat bread instead of the jawar bread be a
its manufacture was much ecasier and couId.be
with good speed. He also told. the Supermt nd
that formerly wheat bread was being Rrowded for__
it was only recently discontinued an(.i jawar bread
given instead. At first the Superintendent ag
but after a little consideration he proposed to |
wheat and jawar together and make brea<_i of t
mixture. He even said that he had examined
bread and that it could be done swiftly and well. J
As there was only one meal on the 6th, the prisol

I
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But nothing was done. The jailor flatly told th
he was unable to do anything. It became necessal
to approach the Superintendent and inform him of tl
situation in that ward. But the Superintendent 1
fused to see the ward or do anything. His only rep
was that he would consider the whole case next mo: nin
His attitude was really exasperating. The room h:
become very dirty and bad odour had filled up t
whole room. It was impossible to stand inside. B
the Superintendent would do nothing. Instead hef W
bent on giving a lesson to the complaining resiste
He had made all arrangements to summon the pol
force and was already awaiting the right moment :
action. Soon the sun set and under cover of darkng
the cowardly attack of the jail authorities had its £
sway.

CHAPTER XIII

CRISIS

THE UNWARRANTED and shameful attack which the
ed police and the Muslim goondas made on the
ost peaceful and unarmed prisoners on such a scale
nd without any cause, had no parallel. The jail authog
ities were quite incompetent to the task of managin-
enormous number of volunteers. They had no
ifficient staff and could make no arrangements. They
¢ not able to give them even the two meals which
jail regulations required them to give; and what
v had given was hopelessly bad. The prisoners,
ingry and exasperated, suffering for want of food and
ter, and on account of insanitary conditions, were
terly helpless. The only way to secure redress was
complain and make an humble request to the authorities
set things right. But the bewildered jail authorities
fe not prepared to do anything or even to listen
anything. The situation had become more compli-
1 on account of the heavy rain on the 7th June
ich spread sewage water in work-shop ward. Mr. Date
| explained the situation to the jailor who said that
himself was helpless and could do nothing. He had,
ever, agreed to take Mr. Date to the Superintendent,
the Superintendent refused to see him. More
a hundred prisoners had followed Mr. Date upto
main gate. The Superintendent insisted on his
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door of the cell was loose and it got pushed a little
forward than what was necessary to bolt and lock it
The police tried to push it back from outside and th
prisoners tried to push it forward from inside. it
tussle went on for some time. The police afterward
reported that they only wanted to close the door. Thi
prisoners inside were afraid that the police, who ha
violently attacked their brother-prisoners before thei
eyes, sitting in the varanda, wanted to come insid
and beat them. Perhaps the police were misunder
stood. But it is true that they did not try to passify
the prisoners or assure them that they only wanted ¢
close the door and go away. Probably they had wishe
to enter and beat the prisoners inside. The interpreta
tion that was later given seems more to be an after
thought. Anyhow the fight began on both sides ¢
the door. There was no bolt from inside. The d
had big iron bars and an expanded metal frame, T
police thrust their bayonets through the expande
metal to push the prisoners back. But the insid
prisoners, alert, created a buffer by heaping their pots an
beddings behind the door which was below the surfas
of the ward by one step, and frustrated their attemp
Some of the prisoners were hurt by these bayonet:
but the police failed to thrust back the door open. T
police then attempted a dangerous game. They decide
to set fire to the ward, and burn the prisoners. Threat
of burning them down were openly given, and som
of the police brought some pieces of rags and pourin
rock-oil on them set them on fire and actually th
them inside the ward through the bars of the winda
Fortunately for the prisoners, there was a bucket ful
of water inside, and they put down the fire. This figh
terrific indeed, was continued for over twenty minute
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At last the police found a way out to revenge. They
were extremely upset because they were not able to

-open the door. They avenged their defeat by violently

attacking the prisoners in a neighbouring cell.
Adjoining this ward, there was a small cell which
had a broken wooden door without any bolt or hook
to lock it. It was formerly used as a godown; but
now it was used for accommodating the prisoners. Its

.door was rather inside, at the end of the corridor and

invisible at the first glance from the open square. But
some of the police knew that the door had no lock and
it was half broken; they, therefore, ran towards it. In
that cell there were some twenty-five prisoners who
were sitting quietly on their beds. As the police rushed
in, they began their attack. Mr. D. K. Sathe, the leader
of that cell was seen sitting on his bed, just near the

«door. It was the best opportunity for the cowardly

police to take full revenge of their defeat in the neigh-
bouring ward. ‘“‘Here is their leader” cried a police
and with the lathi in his hand he so vehemently attacked
Mr. Sathe that in one stroke he made him fall flat and
senseless. Other policemen rushed in and every prisoner
in that ward except one fortunate enough, who
hid himself in darkness in such a way that he was not

‘detected, was beaten by the police and the goondas

to their hearts’ content. Mr. Sathe and others violently
bleeded. Even in that state they were roughly handled
and were beaten on all parts of the body. After all
this was over, the Jailor came in and he took the police
and goondas out of the cell. Within a short time even
the Taluqdar arrived. He came near the ward No. 2,
the place of the fight, and told the prisoners to open
the door. But the prisoners refused. They complained
that the police were out to beat them. The Talugdar
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assured that the police would no longer beat any body.
and that he would lock up the door and take away the
police all back. The prisoners, reassured by the Talug:
dar, immediately took off their beddings. The door was
pushed back a little, bolted and locked. Then the
bleeding prisoners of the adjoining cell were removed

everything was over the police and the goondas al
armed, left the jail in the light of gas-lamps. Th
prisoners who counted them reported that their al
told number was about four hundred.

The whole night passed away in dead silence.
no one could get sleep. The hurling of leaves was
only voice which could be heard. Messrs. Sathe, Gore
and about two dozen of the prisoners lay bleeding 1
a ward of the criminals. Mr. Sathe bleeded very heavil
and was practically senseless all the night. The crimir

and other prisoners passed the whole night brushing h
flowing blood.

The night passed away and the sun rose high
the sky but the prisoners lay locked up. No man wi
to be seen even passing along the way that was befe
them. The prisoners in the workshop ward (it w
a big hall meant for workshop but was now
into the ward for prisoners temporarily) where tl
sewage water had covered a large area, passed the who
night inhaling all the dirt. Upto that time the pol
tical prisoners were never locked up inside the wa
either by day or by night except for the time of t
alarm bell. Other wards had the water pipes insic
but the workshop ward had nil. The prisoners insi
that ward had no water with them. They had
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pected that they would be unlocked early in the morning
and allowed to go to latrines, but nothing. They
were kept locked up till 2 o'clock in the afternoon.
Some of the prisoners visited the latrines inside the ward
which gave out enormous sewage smell, without water
and some used rags of their cloth to clean their bodies.
At about 12 o’clock, some of the prisoners felt extremely
thirsty—they were the hot summer days—but could get
no water. No body crossed their ward, and when some
stray police or other passed by it, he dared not approach
the prisoners. It was an hour trial. Some of the pri-
soners inside grew wild, helpless, and then became calm,
It was an occasion for “knowing thyself.” Really so.
The whole morning was used by the jail autho-
rities to remove and clean off all the spots and oozes of
blood, that had flown in the night attack. Everything
was cleared and not even the slightest trace of bloodshed
was allowed to remain unwashed. When everything
was over, the Jailor, the police and their large attendant
paraphernalia started on their visit to the wards.
They opened one ward at one time, took out all the
prisoners, searched them naked, and keeping them out-
side, robbed of what they found in the ward. Because the
prisoners who were practically all under-trial prisoners
had been allowed to keep all their belongings with
themselves. After this kind of search was over, they
were again locked up. In this way all the wards were
searched. Many lost their caps, coats, dhoties, specks,
books, fountain pens, shoes and hundred and one things

in this daylight robbery in jail! At ‘about 4 o'clock
in the afternoon, prisoners in the workshop ward
were allowed to wash their hands and face and allowed
u pot of water to drink; and a little later, they were
given a handful of rice to eat. In the evening the
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Scavenger came and cleaned the latrines inside.

sewage water had in the meantime dried up and
«dirt was swept away.

The wounds of Mr, Sathe and his party were allow ,
‘to remain undressed till late in the evening of the 8

ance on other prisoners, and being in that mood, they
lost memory of these bleeding ones. The jail doctor
Was not summoned and was given no knowledge - o
this bloodshed at all. When he was called in the evening
-of the 8th June after full twenty hours, it was said that he
Temonstrated against what had happened and refused
‘to undertake the responsibility of dressing them after
so0 much period which was intentionally allowed
to pass. But at last the wounds were bandaged and
the first-aid precautions were taken; the next day they
were removed to the jail hospital.

But the Superintendent was very keen on no
allowing to keep or remain any record of the wounds:
of these prisoners, Though Mr. Sathe had to remain
in the jail hospital for more than a month, and man
-others for more than two weeks, still it was said that
‘the hospital record showed that Mr. Sathe alone was
in the hospital for about half a week and had very

slight wounds; none others had any, and were not
admitted at all!

The police and the jail authorities were not however
fully satisfied with what they were able to do the day
_ before. They wanted to give exemplory thrashing to:
all the prisoners. In the afternoon of the Sth June,
after all the search and looting was over, the jailor
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with a band of police went in the square in whlcl} Mr

Bhopatkar and his party were lodged. The jailor

opened the door of their ward and brought out Messrs

Bhopatkar, Gadre, Kelkar, Ranade z_m.d Joshi and

asked them to sit in the varanda. .The jailor then went‘

away leaving the police to do their worst as thfey had

planned before. Then two dozen policemen lme.d in

front of the door of the ward and brought out two prison-

ers every time. They had to pass through the rows.
of these police henchmen, and whe_n th.ey pa.ssed_, the

police dealt with them with all t-helr might and in all
possible ways. They started vrxth abuse and ended

in making a football of the prisoners. They slapped.
them, boxed them, speared them, caned them, b?.ttoned

them and stroke them with legs and even spit upon

them! In this way they took their full vengeance
in the most shameful manner on the 1_1na.rmed and.
peaceful prisoners! They did not consider whetl.ler

the prisoner was small or great, strong or weak, thick

or thin, man or child. They beat them till they were

tired, and all this before the eyes of Mr. Bhogatkar
and others who had led them! It was all an inten-
tionally arranged plan. Mr, Bhopatlfar, apd those who-
were made to sit by his side, had, with blinded eyes to-
see and with deafened ears to hear, the whole spactacle-
and shrieks of his men! It was a scene which bears
no comparison. Mr. Bhopatkar and othgrs full of
agony and anguish had to be-:ar. up everything calmly.
When that ghastly and terrifying affair ended, they
were all driven into the ward and allowed to meet
each other. This same process, to a smaller or larger
extent was carried out in every ward, \Yhen at last fhev
jail authorities themselves lost appetite for beating
them.
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The views of this violent attack leaked out within
two days. The outside workmen who came everyday
found that there was something serious in the jail.
The police, who had come from the town to beat the
prisoners carried some news. But the Nizam Govern:
ment was very particular about its publicity. When
some of this incident was sent to a most influential nev
paper in Bombay by its correspondent in Aurangabad :
a high officer of the Nizam Government intervened ; and
that news was distorted and another, a quite different
version of the news was advised to be sent for a prize |

But the truth came out very soon. There were
several cases pending in the court against the prisoners.
There were some cases on the 1oth June. It was neces-
sary to take the prisoners to the court at the time of
the court proceedings. It was from the prisoners wha
were taken to the court, that the full informatien be
-came available to the public whom they could meet
and through them it was telegraphed to the press and
the headquarters of the Hindu Maha Sabha.

For full three days all the prisoners excepting the
-criminals were kept locked up all the twenty-four hours

there was no water tap inside, were served with one
pot (two Ibs.) of water two times a day. This much
water they were to use for the whole day, for drinking,
for cleaning their pots, for privy and all other purposes.
No additional water was given even when asked for.
No bath was allowed. Half the ration of food was
supplied. Mr. Davare, a Sanatani Brahman who used
to cook his food, was not allowed to do so. He could
get nothing to eat for full five days. Aryasamajists
were not allowed to perform their Havan ceremony
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and one of them went on hunger-strike. After five
days normal conditions were restored and Mr. Davare
was allowed to cook his food and Havan was allowed.
In the mean time the Superintendent brought from other
centres sufficiently large number of criminal prisoners
to prepare food and work as warders. The bread
problem was solved.

As the real news had, however, already leaked out
and the truth was published, the jail authorities became
very uneasy. They wanted everything to be hushed
up. They, therefore, planned a new story altogether.
It was that while the Assistant Superintendent was
talking with Mr. Date, who had instigated the prisoners
to revolt against the jail discipline, one of them threw
sand (because there were no stones near by at all) on
the face of the Assistant Superintendent; therefore, it
was necessary to punish Mr. Date and others belonging
to the workshop ward. Then as regards what had
happened near ward No. 2, the story was planned that
when the Assistant Superintendent had gone there to
request all the prisoners to go inside of their respective
wards, some prisoners assaulted him, and therefore,
a little cane was used. But it was, however, necessary
to teach them a lesson, and therefore, severe steps were
necessary.  On this foundation the whole story was
invented, based and planned and a report was accord-
ingly sent out. The official version of the happenings
in Aurangabad Jail was based on this planned, after-
thought myth.

It was then necessary to carry out the details accord-
ing to this plan. The jail authorities had cleared the
jail of all the record and evidence that might have led
to show any trace of their cowardly and violent attack
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 force and lined all the prisoners. Then the warders
and the police picked out some eighteen men from that
ward, whom they had thought worthy for punishment.
They were charged for throwing sand on the face of
the Assistant Superintendent on the evening of the 7th
June.  Really speaking none of them, in fact none at-
all, had thrown anything. But some excuse was neces-
sary for the punishments which were to follow. They
all were charged for doing one thing or another. They
all had of course denied the charge. The main charge
#gainst them was that these men knew who threw the

e r, helpless prisoner_‘s. One thing that
::ultlh ngl‘:)ohelp, pwas the prisoners thgmselve:.ei -
they took care to see that nothing was given outhe the
on paper or as oral version by the prisoners in i '- .
All writing material of the prisoners, which was e
allowed, was siezed. Not a scrap of paper or ::1 S w‘
pencil was allowed to remain with them. Or ;er(si m
issued that all writing mater@l_ should be h?m & .;
forthwith to the jail authorities and nothmgf h:a,
be left with the prisoners under th.e threa.t o vy

unishments. Strong and large police force was seni
Sverytime to accompany the undertrial prisoners, anc

-

in the court where they were taken at the time of thei
: unishments t
the series of jail p ents to the 1
priso’:l.he:sn f;:'e g:akmg the laws of the jail and the ta;saul‘ lternative than giving out something nonsense. Then
S ities, The Superintendent had ought , . Mhen
:}fnatth:n]l:ls ;l;t::succ&sﬁﬂ in terrifying into su})mm 0! ey were to bo fettered, . When (- S
all the prisoners under the threat of severe party
d flogging, nothing could prevent complaints ver
fmcr i about the mismanagement of : tl'xe affairs
3 jme also knew that this sort of submission woul
be at the most only temparory. But he thought hal
that much time would to be quite sufficient p1
for him to complete all lns arrangements as tr .
sanitation, and food. His judgment was corret;{ 3
and he set himself whole-heartedly.to the task o ".
flicting severe punishments to the prisoners and impro :
ing the conditions in the jail. ‘
i Superintendent
the Toth June, the Assistant S :
wentotl:) the workshop ward with a big police and warde

Sir, I want to admit my guilt. T am the person who
ve committed the crime of throwing sand at our
orthy  Assistant Superintendent. I deserve all blame
all punishment. I bow down to your order
punishments. The others are quite innocent and
puld be let go.” It was really a dilemma before
authorities. Mr. Kulkarni had done nothing. The
istant Superintendent knew that he had done nothing,
immediately told the Superintendent that Mr.
arni had done nothing and that he was taking
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the blame upon himself simply to save his friends. The
Superintendent gazed at Mr. Kulkarni for a moment
when one of the party retorted, “then Sir, if you an
sure that Mr. Kulkarni is not guilty, why fetter hin
for his innocence ? Let him go back at least ” Th
Superintendent appreciated the retort and laughe
but confirmed the punishment and both of them w
their way.

The number of these jail punishments increas
to such an extent within a few days that they lost @
horror about them. The fetter bars, the cross bar
and the like punishments became the order of the da
More than 150 persons were fettered ? Even the sto
of the bar fetters in the jail was exhausted and ords
were placed for additional sets ! :

As the fetter bars had practically no effect on
morale of the prisoners, the Superintendent d ecid
to flog them. Some seven persons were selected
flogging but the idea was eventually dropped at
time. He had, however, great faith in flogging ¢
he did resort to it three times during the next f
months. When Mr. Date and his party were ta
to the court for legal proceedings of their case on
12th June, four of them had fetter bars on them ¢
they were taken to the court in that state.
news of the horrible attack on prisoners had reac
Poona and Bombay, several persons flocked to Aura
bad to see and know things personally. Messrs. A
Gokhale, Karandikar, Ketkar and many others
gone to Aurangabad. They were surprised to see
Date, Bapat and others brought into the cou
fetter bars. When they saw the Taluqdar they expr
their protest for fettering men like Date, Bapat

f)thers even when they were under-tri i

This had its effect and afterwards the j:lil i’éﬁ‘é‘r‘ff;
followed a policy of removing the fetters of the prisoners
\vhex'1 they were taken out of jail for court purposes and
putting them on after their return from the court. i
3 The same policy was followed mo i
)"'uls Aurangabad had of course itI;3 2&?; m’l‘;n
Nizam Government found it utterly impossii;le ts
accommodate so many prisoners. They, therefore
followed a policy of reducing their nun,lber M ;
were set at liberty on account of their old a, e' Thzmy
whg suffered and fell ill on account of bad foid and poug
sanitory conditions were set at liberty. Those wlll:.
\\:cre terrified by the jail discipline, and apolo isedo
were se‘nt out. The Superintendent, the Jailor gevez;
the P?hce began to tell openly to the prisonel:s that
the jail doors were open to all those who wanted to go
out. And more than 25 per cent of the prisoners we%‘e
sent out for. one reason or the other before the date of'

e declaration. But still the jails had remained over-
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hundred civil resisters under the lead of Mahashaya
Krishanji upset the jail authorities and wretchedly
incompetent administration of the Nizam Government
could supply neither food nor water and consequently
some eight hundred of civil resisters, Aryasamajists
and Hindusabhaits, could get neither food nor water
for two days. This starvation naturally caused bitter
complaints and the reply on the part of the Nizam jail
authorities was brutal lathi-charges. Some: hundred
Hindu civil resisters were seriously wounded. Hindu-
sabhait Mr. Dhondumama Sathe and others have been
%0 inhumanly assaulted that their lives are im danger,
Not only that but even after the lathi-charges and
locking up the prisoners in cells, many of them were
individually assaultedin their respective cells till they
fell broken and bleeding on the ground.

“Was not the Nizam Government knowing weeks
pefore-hand  that big jathas were to enter the State
nder Mahashaya Krishanji and others ? If so, why did
* not replenish its jails’ stores with sufficient food and
ater supply ?  Was it beyond its resource ? Or, was
a deliberate and diabolical scheme to starve out and
mer out the hundreds of civil resisters  into
irrender ?

CHAPTER XIV

THE NIZAM YIELDED

1

Tue NEws of the happenings in Aurangabad
filled the people in Maharashtra and outside with ho:
and indignation. They had. not expected that tl
jail authorities would be so inhuman and cruel a.s
make a violent and cowa.rdly attack on th‘e peacel
civil resisters.  Up-till-now it was -tl.le pol.lcy of R
Nizam Government to terrify the. gvﬂ .resmters §
inaction before they had offered civil resistance. kl_,
‘Police had attacked and brutally assaulted the batches
volunteers who had entered their .S.ta_.te for ‘-45'
their laws. But the attack in the jail was someth
quite different. It was a crime perpetrated in Cl
blood in order to silence the complaints whmh_‘
inefficient jail authorities could not remove. The i
lessness of the prisoners was obvmus.‘ Sjt. Sa. :
the President of the Hindu Maha Sabha, 1ssqed ana J:
to the people in Maharashtra and outside. It.,
significant on that occasion. It was as follows :-

“The harrowing tale that reached us last week‘ :
Aurangabad jail of wholesale starvation of h.

of Hindu civil resisters for dgys toge{her, is |
followed by brutal and su_stamed lathl-cha.fg
those hundreds of civil resisters sent up in
prison. It is said that the sudden influx of some s¢

"'If the Nizam Government knew that its resources or
tched administration was really so incompetent
supply room, food and water to its prisoners in spite
A fortnight's notice of their coming to defy the
Wti-Hindu laws in the State, why did the Nizam Govern-
0t arrest them at all? Even barbarous States feel
4 moral duty to feed even the criminals they
prison and  sentence. Even under armed warfare
th Dbelligerent is held responsible by public code of
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to give human treatment to the respecti.ve Arme
:;rsonergl of war. But here hundreds of'Hmdu
resisters unarmed and immune from th-e shghtﬁ Fing
of crime enter the Nizam State having informed
their intention to do so, weeks ago only to assert \
of fundamental civil liberties. They are for.ma.lly arres
by the Nizam Government, pent up in the p :
which gets so overcrowded as to render the black he
myth a relative reality and then for two days d cni
food and water as if of a right by being _told that
sudden influx is responsible for breaking down fl
jail’s capacity and stores and when the starved hundr
of Hindu civil resisters demand in a body—not I
but mere food and water, these are .0\;1trageously
charged enmasse and then again individually assaull
in their cells with lamps out, in darkness, so me es
that their very lives are held in suspense.
“If the Nizam Government’s resources t}?:: re:
r or its incompetence so great, can th be.
:::cg:: for such monstrous and.bl_oody la.tln harg
Why did it not set them’all free if it knew it cax;l aff
neither room nor food nor even water for them ? |
“The fact, therefore, seems to be that this rick
and biggest Muslim State in India could t}ﬂord to
its prisoners—but this Muslim S.tat.e being also
worst and the most fanatically anu-I-IJndu? has co 1
ted this outrage in pursuance of a deliberate po
to crush the Hindu movement to assert the birth-ri
of Hindudom in that State.

“The only effective response, thereforf,, that
to be returned to this challenge of tl}e Nxzaril;1 .
ment cannot but be the still more vigorous intens
tion of the Hindu movement to assert our birth-ri

yOIlI‘

the Nizam State,

1
which aim to humiliate Hindu language, Hindu culture
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in that State. Request would be humiliating and
protest futile. Let Sanatanists, Aryasamajists, Hindu-
sabhaits, Sikhs, Jains, and others who constitute
Hindudom as a whole, rise up and march on to the
front not only in hundreds as was done up-till-now but
in thousands to press on this civil resistance movement
and defy the anti-Hindu laws in the Nizam State,

“And especially, oh! ye millions of millions of my
Hindu brothers who reside in the Nizam State, would
it not be cowardly and treacherous on your part to
continue unconcerned and keep witnessing passively

co-religionists and compatriots who enter
the State to liberate you getting assaulted outrageously

by Muslim fanatics till hundreds of them fall broken
and bleeding before your eyes from day to day ? Arise
then in your millions and join ranks to press on this
Dharma-Y uddha.

Defy the Anti-Hindu bans in
very town and village, resort to local hartals to protest

Against such atrocities, declare a social boycott against

Muslim goondaism that is running rampant throughout
Let the Hindu youths in that State
0 on a general strike in their thousands and paralyse
educational institutions sponsored by the Nizam

nd Hindu honour. If the Hindus from outside the
tate could enter it in their thousands and face untold
\series, starvation, imprisonment, and even death
defence of Hindu honour,—the Hindus inside the
te must come forward in their millions to assert
eir birth-rights and continue this fight to its bitter end.”

The stirring appeal of the President had its effect.
t. Bapurao Joshi of Mahad who was already organizing
unteers immediately decided to start and made a

i
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heroic march with his batch on Aurangabad, ]ust
week after the jail atrocities, and offered civil resistz
Within a few hours they were prisoners in Auranga 4'
jail by the side of their compatriots. Baba Madansing
Gaga, a hero of the Andamans, who had suffered jail lif
for a number of years as a political prisoher came wit
his batch of Sikhs and offered civil disobedience.
party was sentenced to imprisonment. He was followed
by a number of small batches which added to the numb el
of prisoners. Undeterred by these violent attack
in the jail, the civil resistance campaign was on
increase. Then came the batch of Pandit Buddhadeo
rather a large batch. He was the seventh dictator o
the Arya Samaj. Since Sholapur centre was closed to th
Arya Samaj, on account of the order of the Bombay
Government, Manmad had become the centre of
activities and Aurangabad was the most convenier
place where the civil resistance activities could be carrie
on. When the batch of Pandit Buddhadeo was arres
ed and sent to jail for the first time it was comple I
robbed off by the police of every pie that its indivi
members possessed before it entered the jail pre
and each individual in that batch was cha.rged wit
lathis by the jail police under cover' of darkness. he
the batch came, the jail authorities could not manag
for space to accommodate them! The whole bate
suffered at night in rains and tried to take shelter unde
bushes in the square or elsewhere !
Violent attacks on prisoners was the pohcy {
the jail authorities everywhere. From time to tim
complaints had reached the headquarters of the Hinc
Maha Sabha about the atrocities committed upon tk
prisoners.  But on the whole, news from other jai
was rather scarce and scanty. The reason wi
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obvious. In other jails the number of prisoners was
generally of all those who were convicted. They could
maintain no communication with the outside public.
It was not possible to transmit any news by letters,
and visits were abruptly ended when the jail authorities
suspected that something undesirable was talked of.
But with the prisoners in Aurangabad jail, the case was
-entirely different. More than three-fourths of them
were under trial prisoners. It was necessary to take
them to the court for the conduct of their cases. Un-
like the Aryasamajists, the Hindu Maha Sabha civil
resisters had fought their cases, and therefore, their
trial continued for months. Even the Aryasamajist
batches which came to Aurangabad to offer civil resistance
realised the utility of such a policy and they also without
exception followed it. Every day there were cases
in the court of some political prisoners or others, and
they had to be escorted to the City Adalat. There it
was possible to communicate to the sympathising
world of the happenings in jail, who could transmit
the news to the proper places. The jail authorities
could see that the news from jail leaked out; they
also knew how it leaked ; but they could not prevent it.
They prevented the prisoners from writing. All writ-
ing material was confiscated and severe watch was
kept on them in the court. Naked searches were taken

everytime. Indeed, they could rob everything, but

<could not outwit the resourceful and ingenious prisoners!

When the full story of the atrocities in Aurangabad
jail became known to outside public, the relatives of
the prisoners and the public leaders flocked to Auranga-
bad to see them. Sjt. N. C. Kelkar, M. S. Aney,
Jamnadas Mehta, Hon. Mr. Gokhale, the then minister

«f Central Provinces, and many others visited the prison-
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and in the House of Commons. Mr. Tamhank o
enthusiastic c.orrespondent of newspapers in If::; 01
.spa..ted no pains in communicating the whole inciden
in its right perspective to the members of Parlian
He h-ad to struggle very hard for this. He foun
experience that no daily newspapers in London were
willing to say anything against the Nizam. Some o
thel:n, it was whispered, were paid by the riches
Indian State! He distributed literature, interview
the membgrs of Parliament and journalists, iss e
tracts depicting with facts and figures, the terrible
tale of systematic and fanatic oppression which
Hindus in the Nizam State were subjected to. A
last two journals opened their columns to him and Mr
Wedgwood Benn promised to open the question i
Parliament. When he did so, Col. Muirhead, the Unde:
Secrgtary of State for India replied that, “Repo t
received from the Resident at Hyderabad afforded n
reason to think that the treatment of the prisoners by "
State authorities was open to criticism. Hydera a
jails _were administered by the Nizam Governmer
and it would not be in accordance with practice te
address an inquiry to that Government regarding su
a matter of internal administration, unless there wa:
reason to believe that serious abuses existed.”
seemed that the Government did not desire am
criticism on the subject in Parliament. But nei e
the Gover.nment of India nor the British Governmen
could satisfy the members on the subject. When
Grenfell member of the House of Commons, saw tha
no satisfactory reply was forthcoming from the Gowvern
ment, he made a public statement on this subject w
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was published by Manchester Guardian. Mr. Grenfell
wrote :

“Gir—On July 10, Lieutenant Colonel Muirhead,.
the Under-Secretary of State for India, replied to my
question regarding the ill-treatment of the Hindu
sat i prisoners in the Aurangabad jail, Hyderabad
State, that Lord Zetland was in close touch with the
Crown Representative on that matter, but upto that
moment he was not satisfied that a case had been made
out for a special inquiry. The reply did not satisfy
me, particularly as 1 had received a telegram which
revealed the gravest abuse of authority on the part
of the ruler in the State. The telegram is as follows :

“Conditions in Hyderabad jails highly deplorable..
Accommodation too poor. Old rotten buildings
in Aurangabad turned into prisons without elemen-
tary human arrangements. Food insufficient and.
bad, many not getting two full meals often. Sanitary
arrangements extremely unsatisfactory. General
treatment harsh and vindictive. Defective medical
aid. Thirteen satyagrahi prisoners died > SwmDVET
10,000 arrested till mow, more than half from
Hyderabad State.

“Prominent influential leaders from all over India
sent memorial to Viceroy last month praying
for Paramount Power's intervention to secure
full freedom to Hindus to observe their elementary
religious rites and asking for impartial inquiry.
No response yet. Kindly enlighten British public
and induce India Office to intervene through
pressure public opinion and Parliament

SUDHAKAR,
Secy. International Aryan League.
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"My inquiries lead me to believe that the Interna. But though the shell of questions thrown at the
tional Ar.yan League is a representative and influential Government both at Delhi and London, had no direct
body. S:um:e the receipt of the telegram I have als result, it did certainly help the movement. A memorial
seen their publication entitled “The case of Arya Sama signed by some ninety most influential men in the-
in Hyderabad State.” I have also read an interview country was also submitted to the Viceroy to intervene
given to the press by Mr. N. C. Kelkar, a veteran Hindy into the matters about Hyderabad and the atrocities
leader, and a delegate to the Indian Round Table Con: committed on peaceful prisoners in jails. Mr. Davare:
rfel_’ence. 'According to these publications the 1,20,00,008 of the Varnashram Swarajya Sangh, who was released
Hindus in Hyderabad State are systematicau’y el from the Aurangabad jail by the end of June, and who
secuted by the administration of the Nizam. It i was an eye-witness of the whole incident there, made:
apparent that the Hindus in the Hyderabad State are on the s5th of July, an affidavit before the Poona City

«denied the most elementary civil liberties, such as free Magistrate, about conditions and the incident in the:
“dom of speech, press, assembly, or religion. ' jail, and gave wide publicity to the most authentic

“A Hindu must no : ’ .. version. Mr. A. S. Bhide and a batch of volunteers.
-appointed day happens t(t) é::ilsgc?:ewli):; ;n;g‘:’l‘ig; lff : marched on the Bunglow of the Resident at Hyderabad
val. Here is an order from a sub-inspec ctoru of po to see him. They were stopped near the porch by his-

o the Secretary Manaknagar : Secretary, who heard what Mr. Bhide and others
WFa otmel ] wanted to say and after receiving all the necessary
Y rmed t .at i your circle a marriage ha literature about the satyagraha movement, he promised.

en performed in the month of Ishra Sh

to arrange for their visit with the Resident.

When Mr. Bhide went to the Resident’s palace
to see him on the 1oth July, the interview was
- rejected. Mr. Bhide told his Secretary that they had
closed all constitutional doors to them and they were
free to act as they might think proper. Immediately
Mr. Bhide left the palace and hurried back with his
party in motor cars and all of a sudden in the very
court-yard of the bunglow unfurled the Bhagwa Hindu
Flag and loudly cheered ‘“Veer.Savarkar ki Jay.”
Naturally the silent atmosphere under the Union Jack
was perturbed. The peons ran to the phone and the
police were summoned. The party was arrested and
was taken to the police station where a European City
Inspector threatened to arrest them as criminals. Mr.

(Mushfn festival) against the Government orders

and circulars. If it is a fact, why”did you not

Stop it ? Find out the name of the person and

his address so that action may be taken against

him.” i

{ The"words “against the Government orders ang
«cnrc:,ulars clearly show that the sub-inspector

p?hce was only carrying out the regular policy

:us .Got\;?yrnment. No further proof should be necessary

1o justly an immediate and searching inquiry into

‘the administration of the Hyderabad Sta%e.” i

House of Commons, Yours ete.
July 18, 1939 D. R. Grenfell
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Bhide retorted that a criminal to the police was a patriot
to the Hindus. A little later, the officer took the party
in confidence. He admitted that the Hindus had
real grievances and told them that the reforms wer
‘coming very soon. At last, the whole party was released
Another big batch of one thousand volunteers
-arranged to start on the 22nd of July, under the leader-
ship of Mr. Vinayakrao Koratkar, the President of th
Arya Samaj, in Hyderabad State. The volunteer
-in his batch had encamped at Manmad and were await-
ing for their day of trial. Up-till-now, all the dictators
had been from British India. This gave the Nizan
Government an excuse to say that the whole movement
was initiated and projected from outside and the loca
men or leaders had nothing to do with it. The State
‘Government made a vigour propaganda to justify theis
statement that the movement was of outside initiatiy
and leadership and was also financed entirely from
-outside. Here was a reply to it. But before this bj
batch started for civil resistance, the Nizam at long
last signed the Reforms on the 17th of July, 1939, whidl
were published two days later. It is reported tha
His Exhalted Highness was very unwilling to sign he
-document of Reforms in the beginning; but he wa
forced to do so by the force of circumstances, T
whole atmosphere throughout the length and bread
-of India was surcharged with indignation at the ill
treatment and cowardly attacks on poor helpless prisoner
and the maltreatment of the Hindus in the State,
The propaganda carried on in British India from Punjal
to Madras, in spite of the unsympathetic and on ma
occasions hostile attitude of the Congress Governmen
was much responsible in forcing the hands of the Gover

ldan
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ment of India who are said to have at last brought
their pressure to bear upon the unwilling Nizam.

As soon as the declaration was made which was
published on the 1gth July, the Arya Samaj suspended
their activities of civil resistance in order to consider
the Reforms’ proposals in the light of the demands they
had made. The President of the Maha Sabha also
issued a statement in which he appreciated the spirit
though he condemned the Reforms. Within two
weeks the whole question was discussed threadbare
and as the demands in respect of civil liberties were
to a large extent complied with, the civil resistance
movement was eventually withdrawn.

This movement cost the Hindu Maha Sabha as well
as the Arya Samaj rather heavily. But the hardships
and the sufferings which the civil resisters had to
undergo were compensated by the success which they
gained in the struggle. The Hindus of the State had
been suffering for a long period. Their grievances were
many and varied. They had become altogether helpless.
They had no experience of leading any movements.
The tyrannical oppression of the Nizam Government
and the Muslim community was growing every day.
Their voice was stifled, and their life smothered. The
whole social fabric of Hindu society was being shattered
to pieces. But in this utter helplessness, were the germs
of its rejuvination. Veer Yashawantrao Joshi, a young
sturdy man of infallible courage and great energy of
work had set himself to the task. He had organized a
band of young enthusiastic men who would do any-
thing at his bidding. They were leading things to a
crisis. In 1937, there was an occasion when the civil
resistance movement would have been started. It was
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the first anniversary day of their great leader Wamanraoji
Naik. But at that time wiser counsels had prevailed upon
them. Men already established and passing an easy
life were not equal to the task which meant suffering
In 1938, when his second anniversary came, the great.
men had advised the youngsters as before. But durin g
the period of that one year, things had changed enormous-
ly. The oppression and suppression of the Aryasamajists
in the State was out of all limits and the crisis was SOon.
expected. A number of their best workers were cold
bloodedly murdered for their religious propaganda by
the Muslim fanatic goondas and a large number was
sent to prison by the Muslim authorities of the State. The.
anti-Hindu policy of the Muslims had become quite
evident. They had begun to say openly that it was and is
a Muslim State, where Muslims alone would rule and th e
Hindus must live at their sufference. It was too much
for the Hindus to swallow. Their whole political and’
social life was on the point of  extinction. The spirit
of opposition was gaining ground. The temerity had
given birth to courage. Every act of atrocity committed
by the Muslim goondas or the State servants ha
brought strength to the Hindus. The Latur Conference:
was a glaring instance in the point. The Hindus had
become sufficiently bold to state on their own signatures.
that the State servants were partial towards the Muslims
and acted unjustly against the Hindus. They had
refused to obey to the dictation of the Talugdar. They
knew what all that had meant for them. They had
become restive and were prepared for the worst. Senapati
Bapat had already launched his activitics. The.
momentum soon reached up. Veer Yashawantrao Joshi
saw the President of the Hindu Maha Sabha and consulted ;
the Hindu Sabha leaders in Poona and outside. He had

.

Dharmaveer L. B. Bhopatkar,
Leader of the Bhaganagar movement in Maharashtra.

Sit. D. K. Sathe, victim of the cowardly attack

by the police in Aurangabad jail.
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Civil resisters on way to Aurangabad

THE NIZAM YIELDED 193

their full sympathy, support and guidance. At last
the moment came, when the Nizam Government
rcfused permission for procession in memory of Wamanrao
Naik. Veer Joshi sounded the trumpet call and the
action began at once.

Once the movement was started, it went on rapidly.
Hindu Maha Sabha could not associate with it before
it was officially accepted. But it had already shown
its sympathy. Hindu Resistance Mandal was established
and activities were carried on on its behalf. When the
Hindu Maha Sabha in its open session at Nagpur adopted
the resolution and decided to carry on the movement,
the Hindu Satyagraha Mandal merged into it. Though
Maha Sabha activities were based on an All India scale,
Maharashtra had of course to bear the brunt of it. Arya
Samaj is a powerful organization in Northern India.
Punjab, U. P., Rajputana are its centres. That power-
ful organization brought under its direction more than
evighteen thousand volunteers who offered civil resistgnce
in the Nizam State. They came from all parts of India.
Hindu Maha Sabha was a powerful organization in
Maharashtra and it sent more than four thousand men.
Such great was the enthusiasm that even small boys
of twelve and fourteen had accompanied their elders
to offer civil resistance and court imprisonment! To
see them in jails was really heart-rending. But these
brave boys bore up all calamities of jail-life like the
bravest of men! Even the Subhedar of Aurangabad,
who was really a thorough gentleman, used to see these
small boys when he visited the Aurangabad jail and
to cheer them up with love for their bravery! They had
stood all the tests, which make man, a man.

In this movement money was spent like water.
Mo.s.
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Poor Maharashtra could not pay profusely. But
did pay sufficiently. It was the middle class who boi
the brunt of it. Many contributed in less than a rupe
There were many who paid regular donations ever
month till the movement was called off. The tot

expenses of Poona Centre alone exceeded twenty-fiy

thousand rupees. Much of this amount was spe
on Railway fare. It was the biggest item. In
movements in British India, this item required nil. Tl

civil disobedience was practised at the very place whes

the person resided. Here the case was quite differen
The volunteers had to go to distant places in the Nizai
Dominions and resist the law there. Of all the plac
Bombay spent most. It had also collected most.
the total expenses, which the Hindu Maha Sabha ma
on this project, exceeded a lakh of rupees. All ti
expense was borne practically by Maharashtra alone |

In point of men, Maharashtra has every reas
to be proud of its contribution. The whole Congr
section was against this movement. The Congr
Governments were unsympathetic from the very bey
ning. But the cause was appealing. Jt was a quest
of Hindu honour, of Hindu race, of Hindu cult
Maharashtra had fought several battles in the ps
The old traditions are still ingrained in its blood. W}
the Hindu Maha Sabha blew up the trumpet call, bate
after batches of young men, the best flower of the
community, came forward and showed its readin
to offer civil resistance in the far off places in the Ni
Dominions. In the beginning, it was a very diffi
matter to proceed. All the roads and the raily
were blocked to such civil resisters. But many tis
they crossed into the Nizam's territory skilfully, with
being noticed by the vigilent police of the Nizam Govy
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ment.  Within a few days the Government adopted
the policy of terrorization. They violently attacked
the volunteers and drove them away. But this could
not affect the morale of the civil resisters. The volun-
teers who returned brought the news of these violent
u‘ttacks which was published in newspapers. The Nizam
‘Government had practically banned all the nationalist
papers and refused their entry into the State except
the chfncest few whom they had favoured upon.  For
some time, the Nizam Government, tried to contradict
§}1ch news. But many times they had to admit it

Then they followed the policy of terrorization in jail-
But there too they failed miserably.  The atrocities'
that they committed were too violent and outspoken

to be hushed up. At last the Nizam had to yield. Tt

m_nnot. be estimated what this movement cost the
leams treasury. But a fair estimate is said to be
in the neighbourhood of a crore of rupees !

To give all the names of volunteers who offered

civil resistance is not possible. Unfortunately the re-
cur('ls. were not well-kept at some places. It would
be injustice to name a few prominent and ignore the
rest.  The credit of the movement goes equally to all
thos.e, who went to jail and who worked remaining
outside.  But some mention would not be out of place.
The President of the Hindu Maha Sabha deserves all

praise.  Sjt. Savarkar guided the whole movement in all
ts phases. He was responsible for its initiative, for its

fonduct and for its termination. He had to fight against

lodds. Veer Yashawantrao Joshi deserves all credit for
at he did in the State, and for leading the brunt of
¢ movement. He Iit up the fire, which has given heat
d light to the Hindu community in the State. Mr.

Bhopatkar has the credit for action. He was like the

-
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historic Maratha Sardars, in charge of his army of civ
resisters. He led them through all odds taking th
brunt of the battle upon himself. He brought wil
him the necessary weight and momentum to the mow
ment. He was a safe cover and security to all ti
prisoners. He was kept present to see by his own ey
the scene, when his men were brutally attacked by t
police in the most cowardly manner. All that he had
bear with patience, which the occasion demanded. Than
are due to Mr. G. V. Ketkar who managed all tl
affairs of the movement. He had to work day ai
night, arrange for propaganda, collect funds, enli
volunteers, arrange for their stay and do eve ir
which such movement requires to be done. He i i
expressed his desire in the very beginning to lead
batch to offer civil resistance, but Veer Savark
refused him permission to do so. But for him, there
no organizer to manage things which he so skilfully di
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Then praise is due to all those men who led t
batches or the groups. To name them only would
injustice to the rest. 1 leave them all therefore
remain under the cover of twilight which is more |
vigourating than the lustre of publication.

Let me do one more duty before I close. '
lost some brave men in the fight. Their names
writ in blood, deep on our heart. They died in the
on account of the violent attacks made on them or
sufferings which became unbearable to them. They are

Vyankatrao Kandharkar Vakil ;

Tuljaram

Sadashiv Vishwanath Pathak

Namdeo Pandurang
Swami Brahmanandaji

Phakirchand

Swami Kalyananandaji
Shanti Prakash

Pumshottatﬁ Prabhakar

Malkhansingh

Vishnu Bhagawant Tandurkar

Chotelalji Alalpur
Madhavrao
Nanu Malji

Stunheraji

Dharmmurti Shamlalji Vakil

Pandit Paramanand

Swami Satyanand

1
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10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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his executive or change the machinery of Government
through which he meets the growing needs of his people.
Such a Sovereignty forms the basis on which our Consti-
tution rests, and has to be preserved.”’
The Nizam's Government regard this declaration as ;
fundamental. :
The recommendations of the Committce under ‘
various heads, Government’s proposals thereon and ‘
His Exhalted Highness’ orders are given below :— J

CHAPTER XV

MAGNA CHARTA OF CIVIL LIBERTIES

AT LONG LAST, and after considerable hesitation
the Nizam signed the “Magna Charta” acknowl.
the rights of civil liberties of the people and grantin;
them certain powers in the administration of the St
The report of the Iyangar Committee, which was ap
ed to consider the question of the reforms in the State
is a document of most vital importance to the “i;
subjects, and it is now to be seen how faithfully th

PuBLIC SERVICES

The Committee emphasised that Public Services ’
should form the exclusive monopoly of the sons of the ‘ §
soil, while, in order to do away with nepotism, a system
of selection should be devised on the strength of merit
and character and an impartial agency for recruitment I
recommendations accepted by the Nizam are transla should be constituted. X g '
into achion "Ths follogring isy the text of the declaratior To give effect to this _tc'commendz}tlon, Govern- |
issued by the Nizam Government in a special firma ment  proposed t.h‘at the existing Mulki rules should j
on the 1gth July 1930. be made more stringent. All Departments should now fit /]
have an Appointments Board, selections  to be made ¥
only after due advertisements and in strict accordance | |
with prescribed rules which must in each case be published. :
Control over the action of Departments in this respect

d co-ordination in the matter of Departmental rules |.‘
for recruitment should be maintained by the Hyderabad i
Livil Service Committee which should, in future, be a '
sub-Committee of the Executive Council, presided over

the President, and having on it at least one Hindu

Nizax’s DECLARATION

The Reforms Committee described the const
tutional position of the Ruler thus :— 'A
“The head of the State represents the peop
directly in his own person, and his connection wit
them, therefore, is more natural and abiding than th:
of any passing elected reprcsentati:;es. He is !
the Supreme Head of the State and an embodime §
of the ‘l?people’s Sovereignty.” Hence it is that, in suc e Muslim me‘?‘_bef- )
polity, the Head of the State not merely retains tl His Exhalted. Highness has sanctioned these pro-
power to confirm or veto any piece of. legislation, by ssals of Government.
also enjoys a special prerogative to make and i The Committee recommended that civil liberties
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may be extended within “legitimate bounds”, but,
in order to establish equilibrium between op posite
tendencies and maintain stable copditions in the life
of the people, certain checks will naturally be needec
on absolute freedom of speech and writing.

! In accepting this recommendation, Gove enf
proposed that the existing rules, whereby previou
permission is required for public meetings of a poli
tical or communal nature, should be repealed and prov
sion made, instead, for previous intimation only, wit
powers to the competent local authorities to prohibi
a particular meeting if in their opinion it is likely t¢
promote sedition or enmity between classes or caus
a disturbance of public tranquility. In the absenc
of any such prohibition reaching in time, any publi
meeting may be held. The convener will have th
right to appeal to Government against a prohibitor
order, while all possible local facilities will be provide
for easy observance of the procedure of intimatio
‘Government express the hope that the relaxation the
afforded will not be abused by ecither of the two grea
<communities for purposes of mutual recrimination.
As for freedom of association, no law exists in th
. State regulating the formation of associations. p
~As regards newspapers, a new regulation, maq
or less on the same lines as the legislation in Britis
India, is proposed to be brought into force together wi
other enactments. 1 g
His Exhalted Highness has sanctioned the Propos
_ The Committce recommended that a Com
should be appointed to investigate such
grievances, if any, as may be alleged to exist an
suggest remedial measures. :
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Government hold the view that instead of a purely
temporary Commission, appointed ad hoe, a standing
statutory body should be provided for in the consti-
tution itself, to which Government could refer issues
which are more or less bound to arise from the very
fact of different communities living side by side. The
‘Committee will advise Government on such memorials
or petitions of any community or sect as may purport
to bring to Government’s notice disabilities or restric-
tions in the performance of religious rites, whether aris-
ing from rules and regulations or from their administra-
tion and found to be of sufficient public importance.
The body should be composed in such a manner that,
while it should be sufficiently representative of the
various communities to command public confidence,
there should be equality of representation, both among
the officials, between its Hindu and Muslim members.

His Exhalted Highness has sanctioned the proposal.

The Committee recommended a unicameral legis-
lature with a non-official but a nominated majority,
the total membership to be 70, excluding members
of the Executive Council, who will be ex-officio members
of the legislature. The President of the Executive
Council should be ex-officio President of the Legislative
Assembly with power to nominate another member
of the Council to act as President of the Assembly in
his absence.

The constituencies are on the basis of economic
interests. Of the 70 members, 33 are to be elected and
37 nominated, out of the latter 19 being non-official.
As such, there would be 52 non-officials and 25 officials,
including the members of the Executive Council, in a
House of 77.
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Among the nominees, one, selected from the Senate,
will always be nominated to represent the University
and Government say that, he need not always be an
-official ; 5 from among the Hindu nominated members
will always be Harijans and one will always bea Lingayat ;
“Government will also nominate at least two Christians,
one Zoroastrian, and two women, provision is made
for persons belonging to other unrepresented interests,
like journalists and contractors, to be likewise accom:
modated by nomination, '

As regards the basis of interests, Government state
that “political constitutionalism, if based on territo ia
representation, does not give to economic interests i
-a State as true a representation as that based on such
interests themselves, A shifting of emphasis to the econ:
-omic ‘motif’ is likely to import agreater degree of realisn
into legislation, even into politics as such. In a State
-comprising different ethnic, linguistic and religious divi
~sions, economic interests alone are likely, sooner or late
‘to transcend those barriers of race, language ang
religion on which such disproportionate emphasis tends
“to be laid.”

Government have rejected the demand for sep ats
~electorates and maintained the principle of joint elec:
‘torates on the basis of economic interests. Gove
‘ment recommended to His Exhalted Highness tha
-equality of numbers between Hindus and Mu im
should now be accepted for purposes of all the represen
tative bodies both among the clected and among;
‘the nominated members, ; .

Worked on the basis of joint electorates and wi hi
the principles of economic interests, Government &l
that such reservation of seats would tend to eliminaty
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rivalry between candidates on communal lines which
may otherwise so easily lead to communal friction within
the interests themselves. Government add : “Certain
sections of Muslims have, as a result, demanded separate
clectorates and a statutory majority in all the represen-
tative bodies; corresponding sections among Hindus.
have referred to the standards of moninority representa-
tion in the League of Nations according to which
the Muslims would not be entitled to any special
consideration. Government do not find it possible to
reconcile Deccani nationalism or a united state con-
sciousness with either of these two extremes. . . . Besides
the importance of the Muslim community in the State,
by virtue of its historical position and its status in the
body-politic, is so obvious that it cannot be reduced to
the status of a minority in the Assembly.”

Government further say that reservation of seats
must be worked within the essential framework
of interests and on the basis of joint electorates
conditional on a candidate obtaining at least 40 per
cent  of the votes of his community as cast in
cach interest.

His Exhalted Highness has accepted these proposals.

ASSEMBLY’S POWERS

Government are of the opinion that the placing
of the budget before the Assembly once a year is one
of the best means of effecting association in a matter
of such public importance as the allocation of the revenue
and expenditure of the State. They, therefore, re-
commend that the presentation of the budget statement,
indicating the major as well as the minor -heads, should
be made obligatory for purposes of a general discussion.
The Assembly should also be empowered to move and
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vote on specific resolutions relating to the major and
the minor heads, excluding only matters which 2 g
-otherwise excluded from the purview of the Assembly
itself. '

to the legislature for purposes of interpellation, reso-
lutions, motions, Bills or other proceedings, leaving
-a small and undefined residue with respect to which
all such proceedings may be initiated, but with ¢
previous permission of Government. A specified class
-of matters has been indicated, covering generally matters
which require all India co-ordination or law and order.
in regard to which Bills are left to the intiative D/
Government, but questions may be asked and resol
tions and other proceedings initiated by permission
Many important matters have been brought within the
purview of the legislature which according to
-Commiittee’s recommendation, were suject either tg
the initiative or to the previous permission of Govern
ment. Thus, Post Office, Savings Bank, quarantine
-Corporations, the law of insurance, the conduct ¢
banking, standard of weight, factories, welfare of labo T
-conditions of labour, unemployvment, insurance C
development of industries, have now been expressl)
included within the legislature’s purview. |
GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE TO LEGISLATURES
Nizam'’s INSTRUCTIONS
In according sanction to the above
*Government, His Exhalted Highness
following instructions :—
“The basis of interests has been selected not on
to bring the different interests into closer associatig
“with each other and with my Government, but 2 S0

proposals ¢
has added t}

loyality and
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‘the interest of the poorer classes of my subjects.
Financial limits may be necessary in certain cases for
determining the franchise, but I would regard too high
a limit, in a country which is largely agricultural, as
defeating to some extent the object with which the
cconomic basis has been prescribed.

“Although, as unanimously recommended by the
Reforms Committee, the legislature will be of a recom-
mendatory character, nevertheless, the duty will rest
on the executive no less than on the non-official members

-of the different bodies of importing into the working

of the constitution that spirit of accommodation and
response which must be its key-note. Motions and
resolutions of the Assembly should, after consideration
by the Departments concerned, be reported on to my
Council for such action as may be deemed necessary,
My Council itself should not ordinarily move for the
exercise of the power of certification or veto with
respect to any legislation without referring it back to
the Assembly for further consideration. A similar
spirit should govern the grant of permission to ask
questions, move resolutions or motions or to introduce
Bills with respect to any matter not expressly included
within the purview of the Assembly.

“The expansion of the present Legislative Council
to the proportions of the proposed Assembly will be
of help to me, whenever I may require it in a particular
case, in going outside the usual circle of noblemen and
officials for selecting Members of my Executive Council,
as I shall then have before me the names of such
members of the Assembly as may by their character,
judgment  of public affairs, have
merited my confidence and proved their ability to
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out still more the real identity of interests which exist

which the ks Ber : )

scribed, amount to a total negation of all thé principles

RULER's HOPE of constitutional monarchy. The report of the Iyangar

Government agree with the recommendation ¢
the Reforms Committee that public conferences shoull
be held in the districts ¢very year under the presiden
ship of the Subhedar in order to enable the people «
the district to give expression to their needs and
present petitions. His Exhalted Highness has charas
terised this scheme as a “useful revival of past practice.’

Claiming that these proposals constitute a larg
measure of advance, Government hope “that increa
ing association, education and experience in the a
of local government and in the conduct of represent
tive and other bodies will result in the gradual extensic
of their spheres of influence.” {

His Exhalted Highness’ “firman” ends with &

appeal to all classes to whom he commends the ne
constitution and to all the communities to contin
the tradition of respect for the sentiments and intere
of each other and to regard the State as the indi
asset of all. Speaking of the constitution, the Niza
says :— ‘I _am confident that, if worked in the spi ruler. But this position i .

S i it fins desy conceived, it censtimmtioll pal s common to all Indian States

(}oven;ment clearly differentiates the  co i
§ovta‘m1gnty m England and in India. A:;gg?;li;l; :«f
it, “The British constitution is the result of centuries
of strenuous struggle between its King and its Parlia-
ment.  There is a two party system, sustained by the
spirit of compromise and the conception of the Sove-
reignty of the.pef)ple has struck deep roots into the soil
But the peculiarity of the Indian State is that the head

of the State represents the i in hi
: people directly in hi
person and his connection with them, therc};ore ~ivosy

State and the embodiment of his people’s sovereignty,”

This declaration is considered as f
2 on i undament
basic for'all constitutional purposes ; but no“('illllejé ::Jld
attempt is made to declare the fundamental rights o)f,
the people. The administration, according to this

provide both a large measure of present advance 4 anywhere in India. The British j ;

a wide scope for future expansion as, in course of tin luction of any such procedure, Then\l:iec;zs 4 v\? 3 If;:,-w

both my Government and my people acquire suffici the rulers now possess will have to be Hrlr)ll?tegsb“ i

experience. I trust that both will share the spirit 4 onstitutional advances and declaration of righ)t’s th(;
Y 0

the desire wliich have actuated me throughout.”

The Reforms declared by the Nizam fall too sl
of the demands or expectations of his subjects fr
the constitutional point of view. The very te

people, It is a question which relates
. ) to all
dian States alike and not to Hyderabad State :llonethe

The most hannful feature of this declaration is
\¢ permanent dominance of the Muslim community




212 BHAGANAGAR STRUGGLE
which is a very small minority community in the Stai
The Nizam states that it is a “Muslim State.”
puts it down that “Since the time when Asafjal
founded this Muslim State, the premier state of Indi
rights of citizenship have been enjoyed equally
all the subjects of the State of whatever caste, cre
or community.” The Muslim community, which
hardly 1r per cent, is given an overriding influen
over the Hindu community which forms 85 per ce
of the total population of the State. This is obwviol
partiality. The report says that, “The importan
of the Muslim community in the State by virtue
its historical position and its status in the body poli
is so obvious that it cannot be reduced to the status
a minority in the Assembly.” The Government hay
therefore given equal seats in the Legislature to Hind
and Muslims alike. This is another way of telling tl
Hindus who form the bulk of the population that th
should never expect and can never claim the ri

matically gets even without any constitutional measy
or safeguard. They are like beasts of burden to
heavy load of taxation for the dominating comm
while their share is to remain limited in the privile
of citizenship. This is another way to establ
communal autocracy in the State.

But all this is to be compared with the exist
situation. At present, there is pure despotic monarg
coupled with Muslim autocracy of its making, °
Hindus of the State had no better position than hu
of wood and drawers of water. This is certainl
step in advance, though very small indeed. Ti
constitution reforms, when translated into action
at best mean the freedom of civil liberties. But
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1 th«? thin end of the wedge for all constitutional advance.
hngl}s!: people received Magna Charta from their
unwﬂ.hng King John, and it was the first step for all
‘onstitutional advances which ultimately established the
Sovereignty of the people” over the monarch. )




CHAPTER XVI

VICTORY

THIs DECLARATION should be compared with the
demands made by the Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya
Samaj. Th demands of the Arya Samaj were purely
religious, and related only to the rights of civil liberties
especially in the field of religion. It will be seen that
their demands were entirely complied with. As
regards the demands of the Hindu Maha Sabha, it wil
be found that the Nizam Government has gone a long
way. There cannot be any doubt that this Scheme 0
Reforms constitutes a considerable advance over the
rotten order of things that had prevailed. There i
certainly one more point which réquires special mention
namely, the introduction of joint electorates, for whicl
the people in British India have been, and still ar
making incessant demands. It must also be compare
with the Reforms already declared by other India
States. Mr. Savarkar, the President of the Hind
Maha Sabha, welcomed therefore the announcement
Reforms and called a meeting of the Working Committs
of the Maha Sabha and the All India Nizam Civil Resis
ance Committee to decide their attitude towards th
question. He issued the following statement :—

“I welcome the announcement of Reforms by t
Nizam Government as a wise move betokening on the
part the change of heart for better.

VICTORY

“Inspite of the ugly fact that the Reforms are tainted
from the beginning to the end by an underlying assump-
tion that the Muslims though in a 109, minority in
the State are to be politically recognized on an equal
basis with the Hindus who form a 90%, majority, not
on account of any special merit but only because they
are Muslims, which assumption belies the Nizam’s
professions of treating all his subjects with equal justice
irrespective of Race or Religion, and in spite of the
fact that the seemingly disinterested claim in theory
advanced by the Government that they have framed
clectorates on economical and functional basis in order
to eliminate all communal bias, stands exposed in face
by the astounding self contradiction which consists in
the very next breath in reserving 509, seats in the
Legislature for Muslims as Muslims, I shall feel no
hesitation in stating that even these Reforms, halting
as they are do constitute a substantial advance over
the old rotten order of things and open out a consti-’
tutional channel which if the Nizam Government would
only help the Hindus in all sincerity to work out, may
lead to future expansion and fuller freedom.

“Thanks to the brave sufferings and sacrifices undere
gone by those thousands of our civil resisters, the Hindus
have succeeded at last in effecting a constitutional
breach in the citadel of fanatical autocracy wide enough
for a triumphant march of forces of progress into its.
very heart.

“And therefore, I reciprocate the hope expressed'
by H. E. H. the Nizam in “a spirit of accommodation
and response” for which he pleads, and assure him that
the Hindus will never be found wanting in responsive
co-operation with the Government to bring about restora-
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tion of peace and amity provided that the peace and
amity are not to be bought at the cost of their birth-
rights as Hindus or subjection to any racial humilia-
tions in future.

“Imasmuch as this announcement of Reforms on the
part of the Nizam Government makes it incumbent
and advisable to review and reconsider the attitude of
the Hindu Maha Sabha in future towards this question,
I have already called an emergent meeting of the
Working Committee of the Hindu Maha Sabha as e
as a meeting of the All India Nizam Civil Resistan
Committee on the 3oth July, 1939 at Poona. i

The announcement of the Reforms is already bound
to relieve to a great extent the keen tension that led the'
Hindus to fight out a grim struggle up-to-date and if
but the Nizam’s Government orders immediately
graceful release of all the Hindu civil resisters, rank
and file, Hindusabhaits or Aryasamajists, before the
Working Committee of the Hindu Sabha meets at
Poona such a chivalrous act on the part of the Nizam
cannot fail to restore a peaceful and friendly atmosphere
and to persuade the Committee to suspend the civil
Fesistance movement and extend a hearty co-operation
with the Government of the Nizam in working out a
Pprogressive, peaceful and glorious future for the State.”

The Working Committee of the International Aryan
League, however, wanted clarification on certain points
which affected them. It was necessary that in the
light of the declaration, old firmans, laws and regula
tions which laid restrictions on the civil and religious
liberties of the people must be repealed. There wa
no reference in the declaration regarding the repeal of
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these laws. The Working Committee therefore passed
the following resolution for getting all points clarified :—

“The paragraph in the Reforms statement dealing
with the question of freedom of association, speech and
writing is intended to convey the assurance that the
Aryasamajists as well as other subjects of His Exhalted
Highness the Nizam would have uninterrupted right
of association and organization such as formation and
functioning of Arya Samaj organizations and that the
Arya Samaj as well as other organizations will have
full freedom to convene public meetings and that all
rules imposing restrictions in this behalf will be repealed.

“Doubts have, however, been expressed whether
this announcement also implies the repeal of rules which
restrict religious performances in the State. As these

‘doubts receive some support from the rules regarding

religious performances which are at present in force
and have not been expressly referred to, it is, in the
opinion of this Sabha, necessary to have the position
clarified.

“As regards the Advisory Committee, the Sabha is
strongly of the opinion that such fundamental »and
clementary religious and cultural rights for which the
Arya Samaj has been fighting should not be the subject
matter of any enquiry, much less an enquiry by an
Advisory Committee attached to a Department of State
and authorised only to submit a confidential report
to the Department.

"“The Committee therefore requests the President,
the Hon. Mr. G. S. Gupta, to have the position clarified
and also to take such action as the situation may demand
from time to time.

“The Committee further advises the Satyagraha
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Committee to see that jathas of satyagrahis should stay
where they are encamped at present until further in-
structions.”

To this the Nizam Government replied by issuing
a special Communique issued on the 8th August 1930..
It touches upon matters such as the formation of a 0-
ciations and organizations, the creation of a religious:
affairs committee, the holding of religious meeting
the taking out of religious processions, places of public
worship, the opening of private schools, and the tem-
porary ban on the entry into Hyderabad of outside
preachers of all communities.

Regarding the formation of associations, the Commu~
nique declares that the provisions made apply to allk
organizations, religious or otherwise, and all creeds.

Referring to the Religious Affairs Committee, the
Communique says that the Committee will deal with
the manner in which any regulation of religious rights in.
the interests of law and order is framed and administered,
and adds that “Government'’s policy, as has already been
made clear, involves the granting of the maxim m
amognt of freedom compatible with the public tran-
quillity and the fitting-in of the regulations to the
greatest extent possible with the convenience of the
public.” ]

Regarding religious meetings, the communique
states that the rules, unlike those for regulating public
meetings, do not require even intimation when religio
meetings or ceremonies are held within a buildin g,
public or private, including any enclosed space attached
to the building. :

In the matter of religious processions, the Commu
nique makes it clear that permission is required fo

VICTORY 219+

such only on first occasion and that in the interests
of all concerned, there should be a definite order laying
down the route, etc., which may be followed in future
vears. Executive instructions are being issued emphasis--
ing that the object of the rules is not to place a restric-
tion on the processions of any community merely because
they are “‘new.”

Regarding places of public worship, the Communique,
after examining the difficulties in the existing situation,
states that Government will in due course make
suitable rules governing these in the interest of public
tranquillity. This also applies to existing buildings so-
used temporarily at present.

Referring to a suggestion in respect of the opening
of private schools that intimation, instead of permission,.
should meet the requirements of the Department con-
cerned, Government promise full consideration of the-
suggestion.

The Communique reiterates that the orders banning
the entry of outside preachers will be in force only
“until the atmosphere has cleared” and trusts that
this satisfactory situation will come about in the near
future.

There was a wide spread rumour that the Nizamr

had refused to agree to the declaration which he was
eventually forced to make on account of the growing
bitterness created by the civil resistance movement.
He wanted that all activities must first cease, that the
movement should be withdrawn unconditionally, and that
he would then consider the proposal for granting any
Reforms or the rights of civil liberties. The Reforms
Scheme was practically complete and it was even an-
nounced that they would be declared on the 1gth June

|
I}
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‘Councillors threatened to resign if the declaration was not

‘about the cleavage between the Nizam and his Coun
~cillors.

~of the people particularly their leaders, that the Ruler
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1939. It was also published that the declaration weo
be relayed on the Radio on that day. Even the time fo
that relay was declared. But the Nizam refused to sign

made. Much pressure was brought upon the Nizam from
all sides. At last he had to agree and issue the ﬁrma’

to that effect. But he felt it necessary to dispel the
so-called rumours which had received wide publicity

In order to contradict them he issued the follow"
ing firman on the 8th August 1930.

“I have been observing for some time past that
there has been misunderstanding created in the minds

is a different entity and the Council appointed by him
«(which includes all responsible officers for the admini-
'stration of the country) is a different body. In other
words, they seem to think that there exists disagree-
ment between them both, which is not correct.

“The Ruler in fact alone is entirely responsible
for the good of the whole country and his advisers along
‘with him. If, at any time, there arises difference on anv
‘question there is nothing new init, because it is a common
practice in the world that everybody gives his advice
or issues orders from his own standpoint, which ma

be right or wrong. i

“As is the saying, to err is human ; and no human
being can be an exception to this general rule. In
short, the people should clearly know that the Ruler
very often looks upon the advice and proposals of
Council with appreciation, thinking that they are all
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only attached and loyal to him. They are not of a:
short-sighted and selfish nature. On the other hand,
they are such that they do not attach any importance
to anything except loyalty to the King and Country.
What is indicated above should be sufficient to convince
sensible people.”

According to the statement jssued by the President,.
the Working Committee of the Hindu Maha Sabha and
the All India Hyderabad Civil Resistance Committee-
met in Poona on the 30th July 1939 and adopted.
the following resolutions : —

(1) “Whereas the campaign of civil resistance
against the anti-Hindu policy of the Nizam’s Government,
launched and conducted so valiantly up-to-date by the-
Hindu Sanghatanists all over India, has succeeded to-
a great extent in weilding Hindusabhaits, Aryasama-
jists, Sanatanists, Sikhs, Jains, and all other constituents.
of our Hindu Nation so as to present a consolidated
Hindu front for the first time in the recent history of
ourrace, and has roused pan-Hindu consciousness through-
out the land which has led them all to fight out this
struggle with unparalleled enthusiasm under a common
Hindu banner in defence of Hindu rights and in vindi--
cation of Hindu honour, and has succeeded in baffling-
and overawing all anti-Hindu forces and open hostility
of Muslims on-the one hand and the covert antipathy
of the British Government as well as the treacherous.
attitude of the Congressites on the other, to such an
extent as to record the moral victory in favour of the
Hindu Sanghatanist forces, and whereas the heroit
sacrifices on the part of those thousands and thousands
of Hindu civil resisters have at last compelled the-
Government of the Nizam to announce the Reforms.
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ers whether Hindusabhaits, Aryasamajists or o her
-and whether they are from the States or from outsids
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which it has haughtily refused to do for some 25 years
in the past and which however halting, stingy and
tainted with the flame-boyant pretensions to an everlast g
ing Muslim supremacy in the State, do nevertheless
amount to a constitutional breach effected by our
Hindu forces into the citadel of fanatical autocracy th
dominated the State up-to-date, and have persuafl
H. E. H. the Nizam to plead for a spirit of aocommodatlo'
peace and amity and to promise to work out the Reforms
as to lead to further constitutional expansion,

“this Working Committee of Hindu Maha Sabha
in consultation with and consent of several Hind 1
Sanghatanist workers and leaders in the Nizam Sta
resolves that the civil resistance campaign be suspended
for the time being with a view to find out as to ';"
the Nizam Government meets the fundamental grie
vances of his Hindu subjects in actual operation of the
Reforms. It assures the Nizam's Government. hat
if the hopes and promises held out by the Nxzam in the
announcement are realised in practice and its office s
strictly compelled to carry them out in day to day
administration, the Hindus will try to work out
constitution in a spirit of responsive co-operation, Or
the other hand it must be pointed out that the Muslin
community too should realise from what has happened,
that the only way to secure peace and progress for the
Muslims too lies through their amicable, equitable, ang
cordial relations towards the Hindus.

(2) “The Working Committee further empha
the fact that H. E. H. the Nizam should be plez
to grant forthwith a general amnesty to all civil res
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ofit.  Any delay or failure in this cannot but be a source
of further irritation and effect adversely the attempt

to usher in the period of cordial co-operation and consti-
tutional progress.

(3) “The Working Committee draws pointed
attention of all Hindu Sanghatanists in the State and
outside to the important phase that the above suspen-
sion of civil resistance can only mean the beginning of
intensive and constructive constitutional movement.
The Hindus in the State should immediately form 2
Hindu party to rouse, to cducate, and tp consolidate
their forces so as to be able to guard Hindu interests,
political, social, and religious and press on to secure
iurther constitutional expansion.

(4) “This Working Committee pays a worshipful
tribute to the memory of the martyrs who laid down
their lives in the Dharma-Yuddha against the
Nizam's anti-Hindu designs and expresses its abiding
gratitude towards all those Hindu Sanghatanists, Sikhs,
cte.,, who had gone to the front and braving tortures,
«eadly assaults and imprisonments, faught in defence
of the Hindu cause. It also records its sense of appre-
ciation of those hundreds of thousands of Hindu
Sanghatanists, who, each in his own ways, whether by
financing, propagating or supporting the movement
participated in it, and special indebtedness to Sjt.
Y. D. Joshi of Hyderabad, Mahatma Narayan Swami,
Dharmaveer I.. B. Bhopatkar, Sjt. Davare, Chandkiran
Sarda and such other most prominent leaders who led
the Hindu Sanghatanists’ jathas to fight.”

After the clarification of the points which the
Aryasamajists had asked for, the Working Committee
of the Aryan League expressed its entire satisfaction and
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decided to withdraw the movement of civil resistance,
The Committee adopted the following resolution
the 8th August 1930,

“In view of the communique issued to-day ,
Government of His Exhalted Highness the Nizam clarify-
ing certain points raised by the Sarvadeshik Sabha
and particularly in view of the spirit of conciliation
behind this clarification, and in deference to the opinions
of highly-placed friends and well-wishers who ha
helped to bring about the above clarification and whos 5
sympathy and support the Sabha greatly values,
Sabha feels itself justified to discontinue the satyagra
movement and does hereby declare its discontinuance
The Sabha also directs the Satyagraha Committee
disband the jathas stationed at different places.

“In the opinion of the Sabha the clarification
referred to above fepresents an earnest attempt on  the
part of the Government of His Exhalted Highness the
Nizam to most of the demands for which satyagraha
was launched. The Sabha has taken
bility of discontinuance of sat ing
the good intentions of His Exhalted Highness’s Govern-
ment and relying upon a liberal interpretation of those
declarations. ¢

“This Sabha reiterates its declaration that ;
Arya satyagraha was undertaken in no spirit of de-
fiance or hostility to His Exhalted Highness the
Nizam's Government nor in any way directly
or indirectly to promote communal discord. The sole
motive behind the movement has been the vindica
tion of religious and cultural freedom.”

Aftgrthis,thestruggleendedinfuuvictory
theHinduMahaSabhaandtheAyyaSamaj, :

by the
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¥, remained, and it was the release of the
pohtlc:'ﬂ prisoners.  According to the Muslim calender,
th.e Nizam’s birthday fell on the 17th of August 1939.
Nizam’s Government decided to release the prisoners

prisoners and the jailors shook hands
with each other and enemies of yesterday became the
friends of the morrow. It was not possible to release
all prisoners in one day. There was no sufficient
provision of railway carriages to carry so many passén-
gers.  They were, however, all released to the last man
within a week’s time. Every day batches after batches
of volunteers came out of all the State jails rejoicing
at the victory they had achieved. The Nizam Govern-
ment paid full cost of the return journey of all the
prisoners. It alone amounted to more than a lakh
of rupees. It was all well. All is well that ends well.

1588,




CHAPTER XVII

DIARY OF THE MOVEMENT

IT wouLDp BE inferesting to note the advance o.f e
<ivil resistance movement from day to day. This '
how history is built. The following notes are taken frof
the records in the Hindu Maha Sabha office, a.nd. from
the information published in newspapers from time td
time which became available.

1938

JANUARY: i

The people in the Nizam Dominions made an appeal
to H. E. H. the Nizam’s Government to grant responsible
government to the people and consent to their funda-
mental rights of civil liberties. ,

APRIL :

Mr. Waghmare, an enthusiastic worker. in the
State, started a journal called “Marathwada” in Poona
because he could not get permission to do so in the
State. Within a few months the paper was -,1:
by the State Government. Mr. Waghmare- ch nged
names after names of his paper and continued its
publication. The Nizam Government banned all of
them when at last they prohibited entry of all thg
newspapers except the choicest few whom they had

favoured most. 'S
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The Muslim goendas started a riot at Hyderabad
on the 6th of April and assaulted the Hindu popu-
lation. These assaults were made in the face of the
police officers who stood watching and enjoving them.
Many citizens of high standing and position openly
«declared that they were prepared to bear testimony
and witness to these assaults made in the face of the
police officers who not only not checked them, but
stood silently watching them.

The President of the Hindu Maha Sabha wired on
the 12th April to Nizam’s Government to give protection
to the Hindus who were being violently attacked by
the Muslim goondas.

It was decided in the open session of the Democratic
'Conference at Sholapur to appoint a committee to investi-
gate into the matter of disturbances in the Nizam State.

The Nizam Government laid new restrictions on all
religious preachers who wanted to visit the Nizam State.
Previous permission to preach was made compulsory.

JUNE:—

The Maharashtra Conference of Latur wanted to
move a resolution that the Government should appoint
an inquiry committee of officials and non-officials to
investigate into the communal disturbances in the
State. The resolution was disallowed for discussion
or adoption in the Conference by the Talugdar. The
Conference, instead of vielding, decided to abruptly
end the proceedings.

Veer Nariman was requested to conduct the cases
of the 24 accused who were charged for murder in
the Hyderabad riots. Mr. Nariman was refused

= ——
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permission. Mr. Bhulabhai was then engaged, but he
left the case abruptly in the middle. ,

Dr. Bansilal was attacked at his village Ausa, while
he was standing in front of his door by the Muslin

goondas.

JULY:

On the 23rd September, Senapati Bapat issued a
statement and started for civil resistance in the Nizam
State. He was immediately sent back. Bapat declared

‘to carry on propaganda for one month and then start
-on his campaign again, : A

Some Harijan women were assaulted by the Muslimg OCTOBER :
goondas at Naldurg. A religious procession of the Jain The President of the Hindu Maha Sabha discussed
was attacked at Latur. A riot was started by the 'the question of Hyderabad Hindus with the Hindu
Muslim goondas at Humanabad. Sabha leaders in Poona, and with Messrs, Bapat,
The Committee appointed by the Maharashtra Bh“§k11te and others ; and on the rrth October made his
Provincial Hindu Sabha made its report whid public deda}ration on the subject. Bhaganagar Hindutwa-
was published in newspapers giving a detailed account nishtha Nisshastra Pratikar Sahayyak Mandal was
of the atrocities committed by the Muslim goonda ‘Staft?(!. and a committee was formed to carry on its
and the position of the Hindu community in the State. activities with Mr. G. V. Ketkar as its President.
Senapati Bapat declared that he had made up hi On the 21st October, Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi and
mind, to organize a movement to help the suffering five other young men carried a procession in memory
Hindus in the State. s ‘of late Mr. Wamanrao Naik in defiance of the prohi-
The Aryan Congress at Delhi sent a memorandun b}tory order. .'1.’hey were arrested. This was the begin-
of their 14 demands to the Nizam Government.. | ning of the civil resistance movement.
embodied their demands for religious freedom in the State ~ Three days later some persons who were interested
in the State Congress activities declared that they were
AUGUST : A members of that body which the Nizam Government
The Nizam Government issued a notification ol had banned. They were arrested.
2z2nd August prohibiting entry of fourteen newspaper On the 26th Veer Yashawantrao Joshi was sentenced
in the State. The list of banned newspapers. went ol o 21 months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of
increasing from week to week. 200 rupees. His other colleagues also were sentenced
‘to different terms of imprisonment and fines.
SEPTEMBER :

The Nizam Government banned the State Congre
organization on the 7th September by a notification

before that institution had breathed into. existence. Dasara Procession. His body was not delivered to

his relatives by the police. The Aryasamajists took
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a procession in protest of the action of the local autho-
rities. Pandit Devilal and 20 other Aryasamajists:
were arrested. ;

The second batch of State Congressmen offered:
civil resistance at Hyderabad under the leadership of
Pandit Taranath Teertha, The party was arrested.

On the 28th, the Hindu Civil Liberties Union took:
a big procession defying the police order. The police
assaulted the party with lathis and scattered them away..
On the 31st, the second dictator of the State Congress
Sjt. Nrisinhaji lead a small batch of volunteers. to. offer
civil resistance. The party was arrested. i

NOVEMBER :

On the 1st, Senapati Bapat left Poona for Hydera-
bad for the second time to offer civil resistance ; the
whole party was arrested and all except one were * sent
back. The one remaining being a subject of the Nizam
State was sent to jail. i

On the 2nd, Veer Yashawantrao Joshi and Sjt.
Jukkalkar started hunger-strike in Hyderabad jail. r

The fourth batch of the State Congress volunteer:
offered civil resistance. The whole party was arrested.

On the 3rd, Swami Ramanand was sentenced t¢
18 months’ imprisonment. {

Five persons were arrested who had offered civ
resistance on behalf of the Aryan Defence League
They were sentenced to imprisonment of various terms.

On the 4th, the second batch of Hindu Civil Libertie
Union carried processions in defiance of the Police: order
The whole party was arrested.

On the 7th, Sjt. N. V. Godse of Poona with his ba x
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of eleven volunteers left for Hyderabad to offer civik
resistance on behalf of the Bhaganagar Nissh t
Pratikar Mandal. TR W

Nanasaheb Deshmukh of Junnar who had gone
to Hyderabad unnoticed by the Police offered satya-
graha and was sentenced to four months’ imprisonment.

On the 8th, the third batch of volunteers of Aryan
Defence League offered satyagraha and was arrested.

O.n the oth, the fifth dectator of the State Congress
and his party were arrested.

.Mr. Vinayakrao Gharpure and other volunteers
carried on propaganda in Shelgaon and other villages.
in t.he Nizam State and read in the public meeting”
‘Trikal” which was a banned newspaper.

A On the 12th, the fourth batch of Hindu  Civil
Ll-bertles'Union carried a procession under the leader-
ship of Sjt. Mukhed.. The whole party was arrested.

On the 13th, Sjt. Havaldar, the sixth dictator of
the State Congress offered satyagraha and was arrested.

Sjt. Bhagawat of Poona and Reddi of Hyderabad
§tatef were sentenced to 12 and 18 months’ rigorous.
imprisonment for their civil resistance to the State laws.

On tl.le' 14th, Sjt. Godse and his party from Poona
offered civil resistance at Nampalli. The party was
arrested. -

The 7th dictator of the State Congress and his four

compatriots offered civil resistance at Kachi d
« a..
They were arrested. iy

_ On the 16th, Hindu students in the College Residency
in Aurangabad were prohibited to sing the Vande
Mataram. They went on hunger-strike. ;

On the 17th, the Nizam Government warned tha
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newspapers in the State not to publish any news about
the satyagraha movement.

The first batch of Hindu civil resisters from N
started on the 17th,

The Hindu students of the residency of ia
College at Aurangabad were allowed to sing Vande
Mataram. The hunger-strike was withdrawn.

On the 21st, second batch of g civil resisters left
Poona today.

The shibir for volunteers was opened at Poona
to-day.

On the 22nd, ‘Nizam Nishedh Din’ was observed
at Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar, Varangal, Mongheer,
Nizamabad, Paithan, Vaijapur, Parabhani and other
places on a large scale. There were wide-spread
arrests at all these places. !

On the 28th, 25 civil resisters were sentenced to
various terms of imprisonment.

On the 30th, Mr. Godse and his party were sentenced
to one year’s imprisonment.
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5

On the 1st, Vande Mataram struggle began intensely.

Senapati Bapat and his batch of twenty civil
‘resisters were taken down at the Gulburga Station from
the train and the whole party was arrested. It was
illegal to arrest persons in the train because the Nizam
‘Government had no control over that section of the
railway. But as the civil resistance activities created
an undesirable atmosphere in Hyderabad, the State
‘Government wanted to divert the movement from
outside to some other place. It was therefore necessary
toarrest civil resisters before they could reach Hyderabad.
The Government of India gave the Nizam Police the
necessary power and authority to make arrests even
when they were within the G. I. P. Railway jurisdic-
tion. This facilitated the activities of the satyagrahis
also, because henceforward instead of Hyderabad, -
‘Gulburga which was a nearer place became the centre
of activities of the Aryasamajists and Aurangabad
was already the centre of the Hindu Maha Sabha civil
resistance,

On the 4th, thirteenth batch of the State Congress-
men was arrested. : 2

On the 6th, Mr. Bapat and his 19 volunteers were
sentenced to imprisonment for terms varying upto
1wo years.

On the 7th, 8 volunteers of Mr. Vaidya’s batch
offered satyagraha at Hyderabad. All were arrested.

Mr. Buni Reddi, a newspaper agent at Jangaon
Wwas sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment,

On the 1oth, notices were issued to the students
of the Osmania University that they would be rusticated
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from_the college if they would not tender their apologi
for singing the Vande Mataram song.

Hindu students were also called upon to dress in
Muslim fashion. The Hindu students defied the order
of the authorities, publicly burnt down the Muslim
dress, and took vows not to enter the Osmania University;
till restrictions on Vande Mataram song were withdra\\'n‘.;I

On the 1rth, 14th batch of Aryan Defence L
was arrested.

) On the 12th, 850 students were rusticated from the
University who did not apologise in the Vande Mataram
case, .

Mr. Vinayakrao pleader, the 7th dictator of the}
Arya Samaj offered satyagraha at Aurangabad. He
was arrested. 2

On the 13th, four volunteers offered satyagraha
on behalf of Hindu Civil Liberties Union, Mr. Baburao-
More was sentenced to one year and the rest to six
months’ imprisonment.

On the r4th, wide spread arrests were made at
different places in the Nizam State. Sjt. Madhavrao
Vadgaonkar, Purushottamrao Chapalgaonkar, Ramrao-
Patil and Shripatrao Saundgikar, all men of high stand-
ing and reputation at Beed were arrested and their
houses were searched.

On the 21st, Mr. Bhadkamkar carried a batch of
7 volunteers from Satara. The party was arrested. .
Pandit Shyamlal died as a prisoner in the Bidar
jail. His dead body was brought to Sholapur. .

Five volunteers from Poona offered satyagraha af
Hyderabad. All were arrested. !
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Mr. Dwarakadas and ¢ other volunteers were-
arrested at Aurangabad.

On the 22nd, Sjt. Gandhi advised the State Congress--
men to suspend their activities so that they may not
be mixed up with the communal movement.

Mr. Kedar, the Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur
University declared that those students who were rus-
ticated from the Osmania University on account of the-
Vande Mataram struggle would be admitted in the
Nagpur University and special facilities would be given
to them.

On the 23rd, Mr. Kashinathrao Vaidya, the last
dictator of the State Congress offered civil resistance on
behalf of that organization. In his speech, however, he-
declared that he had, upon advice of Mahatma Gandhi,.
suspended all satyagraha activities.

On the 24th, the 3rd batch of 8 civil resisters.
left Poona for Hyderabad.

On the 25th, the All India Aryan Congress was held
at Sholapur to discuss the problems facing the Arya-
samajists in Hyderabad State, and decided to carry-
on the struggle of civil resistance. It was declared in
the Conference that more than twenty-two thousand
civil resisters had enlisted their names to offer civil
resistance.  Loknayak Aney, the President of the-
Aryan Congress, Hon. Mr. Ghanashyamadas Gupta,.
President of the International Aryan League, Pandit
Bansilal, the organizer of the movement in the Hyderabad
State were invited by Mr. Gandhi to see him.

On the 28th, the Session of the All India Hindu
Maha Sabha was held at Nagpur under the president-
ship of Sjt. V. D. Savarkar. Resolution was adopted
by the Maha Sabha to carry on the struggle of civil
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Tesistance in the Hyderabad State. Fifty volunteers

-enlisted their names in the open session and large

‘sums were collected.

On the 31st, the first batch of volunteers left for

Hyderabad on behalf of the Hindu Sabha,

1939
JANUARY :

On the 1st, the Working Committee of the State

“Congress issued a statement from Wardha explaining
why they had suspended their activities,

~ Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a member of the Congress
‘Working Committee sent Dr. Abdul Hamid to study
‘the situation at Hyderabad on behalf of the Congress
:and to report.

The police charged four Aryasamajists for murder-
ing one Musalman in the Holi festival. Mr. Lalsing
‘was sentenced to death.

On the 5th, a batch of 22 Hindu Maha Sahba volun-
‘teers left Nagpur under the leadership of Dr. Paranjpe
1o offer civil resistance in the Nizam State.

Mr. Andurkar of Sholapur was sentenced to one
‘year's imprisonment,

On the 7th, a batch of 6 volunteers left Poona for
Hyderabad. :

On the 8th, Senapati Bapat and his batch of 22
volunteers were released from Gulburga jail.

On the gth, Veer Yashawantrao Joshi was charged
of high treason. Mr. L. B, Bhopatkar conducted his
appeal at Hyderabad. :

On the 22nd, the 22nd of every month was declared
to be the ‘Nizam Nishedh Din’ On this day processions
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were carried, mass meetings were held, and volunteers-
were enlisted at all centres in Maharashtra. Circulars,
pamphlets, posters and such other literature was circu-
lated both in British India and the Nizam State.
Volunteers skilfully managed to carry this literature
unnoticed by the Nizam Police. They were surprised
to see the next morning, posters pasted in different
villages at prominent places. »

The same day was declared by the Aryasamajists
as ‘Hyderabad day.’

Pandit Narayan Swami, the first dictator of the-
Aryasamajists left for Hyderabad the same day. He
was however sent back.

On the 23rd, Dr. Anandrao Deo from Haridwar
came to Poona and left for Hyderabad.

The volunteers, who went to offer civil resistance-
in the Hyderabad State at different Places were assaulted
by the Nizam Police and were severely injured.

Another batch of 6 volunteers left Poona for
Hyderabad State.

Mr. A. S. Bhide and K. R. Kapare toured the Satara

and Southern Maratha Districts for carrying on pro-
paganda.
On the 25th, Mr. H. B. Bhide and 7 other
volunteers left Poona for Aurangabad where they were -
arrested.  Ten other volunteers were arrested the
same day at Hyderabad. .

On the 30th, a big batch of volunteers was sent
from Bombay to Hyderabad.

A batch of 60 volunteers under the leadership of
Pandit Narayan Swami again left Sholapur for Hyderabad
where they were arrested. i1 :
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On the 31st, Dr. Jogalekar of Chopda left with a
batch of 8 volunteers to Hyderabad.

IFEBRUARY :

On the 3rd, a batch of 3 volunteers was severely
assaulted at Tulajapur and arrested.

Messrs. D. V. Javadekar and Purohit of Dhulia
left for Hyderabad to offer civil resistance.

Vande Mataram song was being sung in Nizam
jails, when Mr. Hollins, the Inspector General of Prisons
-of the Nizam State had gone to visit the Hyderabad
jail, the prisoners complained to him that the Police
had assaulted them for singing the Vande Mataram
song. Mr. Hollins upheld the action of the Police and
when one civil resister, Mr. Reddi insisted that he
would sing the song again, the jail Superintendent
sentenced him to 24 floggings.

Some prisoners went on hunger-strike at this
incidence.

On the 6th, Sjt. Motilal and Rajaram Reddi were
-also flogged 36 times each for singing Vande Mataram.

Mr. Gharpure translated the Vande Mataram into
English and sent the translation with an appeal to
Sir Akbar Hyderi. He informed the State authorities
that the civil resisters would insist on singing the song
at whatever cost, A few days later, permission to
sing the song individually, was allowed.

On the 16th, a batch of 20 volunteers left from
‘Nagpur to Hyderabad.

The 12th batch of 14 volunteers left Poona for
Aurangabad under the leadership of Mr. Patkar,

©On the 18th, Mr. Salunke of Pandharpur offered
-satyagraha .at Tuljapur. He was arrested:
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Mr. Oak of Mahad led a batch of 12 volunteers
from Poona,

On the 19th, Mr. Yashawantrao Joshi was sentenced
‘ta two years’ imprisonment for high treason.

Messrs. l{t_lvelkar, Lakhane and Khedkar were
sentence(.i to six months” imprisonment  for keeping -
‘communication with the civil resisters.

On the 2oth, a batch of 15 students f; alanz
left for Hyderabad. : 5

Three hundred students of Gulburga High School
defied the orders against Vande Mataram.

Mr. 'Pavankar of Nagpur led the third bateh from
Nagpur in the Hyderabad State.

On the 26th, the second batch of West Khandesh
Hindu Sabha left for Aurangabad. =

Tl‘me' fourth batch of 32 volunteers left Nagpur to
offer civil resistance in the Hyderabad State.

Mr. Gajananrao Aradhye led the 4th batch
Pandharpur. ! 3 it i g
MARCH :

On the 1st, a batch of 11 volunteers left Dadar.

A batch of 16 volunteers from Ajmer left
Hyderabad. ; : eyl

On the 2nd, Mr. D. D. Deodhar of Bombay led a
batch of 16 volunteers. They were arrested,

On the s5th, 100 volunteers of the Hindu Maha
Sabha offered civil resistance at 15 different places.

Mr. Baldeo, a prisoner in Nizamabad was given
solitary cell punishment.
. Eight velunteers were arrested at Bidar,
Sjt. Chandkiran Sarda, the Vice-President of the
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Hindu Maha Sabha and the second dictator of the Arya
Samaj led a batch of 64 volunteers to Gulburga. All
were sent to jail.

The Hindu Maha Sabha volunteers offered civil
resistance at Murum.  All were arrested, Mr. Maganlal,
a resident of that place garlanded the prisoners and.
therefore he too was arrested.

About 100 persons who were in the serviee ofi
the Nizam State were dismissed on the charge of keeping
communications with the civil resisters,

Mr. G. V. Damle of Ratnagiri left for Hyderabad.

On the 6th, a riot took place at Aurangabad between:
Hindus and Muslims in which two persons were killed.
and eleven wounded.

On the 7th, Mr. D. V. Godbole, Secretary of
the Poona Hindu Sabha carried the 16th batch of 8
volunteers to Aurangabad.

On the 12th, the 7th batch from Nagpurleft under the
leadership of Mr. Joshi, a wellknown pleader of Bhandara.

A batch of young volunteers under the leadership-
of Mr. Band of Patan-Sangavi was arrested on the
borders of the Nizam State in Yeotmal District.

On the 15th, a batch of 4 volunteers left Ahmednagar
to offer civil resistance in Hyderabad State.

On the 16th, 17th batch of 12 volunteers was led.
by Mr. A. S. Bhide from Poona.

A third batch of volunteers left Dadar for Hyderabad.

Mr. G. B. Subbarao of Rajahmundry and 8 other
volunteers were arrested at Hyderabad.

On account of the increasing number in Hyderabad.
jail a large number of prisoners was removed to Gulburga
and Nizamabad jails,
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On the 1gth, Mr Joshi, the Secreta
! » Mr. Joshi, ry of the N:
{Imdu Sabha {ed a big batch of volunteers into the
State. Tt was immediately arrested,

~ The Jail at Gulburga became overflooded with

On the 22nd, Lala Khushalchand, the thj i
L s third dictato,
of the Arya Samaj left for Gulh i i :
b L urga with his batch of
On the 24th, the 18th batch of 10 vol
o LIE untee
Bombay to offer civil resistance in Hydembadﬁmgg:
the leadership of Phatak brothers,

On the 25th, a batch of 11 yol
B e T S volunteers left Bombay-
On the 29th, a batch of 60 volunteers
» 5 I ft
under the leadership of Sjt. Vishwasrao Davaere. A

On the 3oth, Sjt., Bh ) i
B j ayyasaheb Dani Jed g batch:

jail and who fought their cases were acqui beca
. 7 tt
the Police could not prove charges agaigst tl?:x'n e

APRIL :
; On the 1st, Swami B d, 3 agrahi
prisoner in Hyderabad Central Jail dieq.

- On the 2nd, 23 volunteers left Poon
- - s - a i i

1rtms6 tance in Aurangabad district. L
B.S, )
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On the 3rd, 17 persons were firrest.ed in Sultan
Bazar at Hyderabad for offering civil rwlsfance.

On the 4th, Mr. Raj Reddi, the President of g:g
branch of Arya Samaj at Go.sh Maha.l, was assaul
and violently beaten by the Nizam Police.

On the sth, Pandit Balshastri Hardas led a batch

om Nagpur.
% V(();nuntthe:r;thf,r 40 v:lip;neers left Bombay for Aurang-
civil resistance,
abadOt: ﬁe;m, a procession of Mahadeo was taken at
Parbhani when it was attacked by the Muslims. Some
12 Hindus were wounded.

On the gth, the President of the Hindu Maha Sabha

issued a statement reaffirming the decision of th_e ngl:
Maha Sabha to carry the struggle to fhe ﬁmsh i
e public. sbont fhe i Maha Sebtia and 1t wes
i u
:)hp:nf; bt]:l:k:dbo:;dﬁl:ing published unwarrantedly that
the Maha Sabha was going to withdraw the movement.
On the gth, Mr. Kasture of Poona led a batch of 25

volunteers which was arrested at Vaijapur near

Aurangabad.

Two volunteer Sanyasis offered civil resistance at

They were followed by a band of Hindu

On thc; 1oth, Mr. Sudhir Oak and his batch of I-I
volunteers was arrested at Bir. .

Mr. Kashinathrao Vaidya and the remaining 200

Congress prisoners were set at liberty when they
my and unool;di'tionally withdrew the movement.

~ A batch of Mavlas and one civil resister from Agra
were given send-off at Poona.

i

to G

The civil resistance prisoners in Nizamabad jail
were assaulted by the Police,

A batch of zo volunteers from Bengal left for
Hyderabad.

Mr. Date of Poona led a batch of

A batch of 300 volunteers from Ajmer proceeded
ulburga

22 volunteers to

others had accompanied him,

Mr. Vishwasrao Davare was arrested at Aurangabac_l.
On the 17th, a batch of 8o volunteers left for
Aurangabad from Bombay:. ,

On the 19th, news came from Hyderabad was that the:
Nizam Police assaulted the civil resisters and violently

attacked them and drove them far away into the jungles.
Mr. G. V. Ketkar wired the Prime Minister of Hydera-
bad State to make inquiry into the matter,

On the 21st, Mr. I, B. Bhopatkar declared that he
would lead a batch of volunteers on the 23rd. He in-
formed the Nizam Police authorities that he would
follow the whole procedure peacefully and’ expected
the same treatment from them,

On the 23rd, Mr. Bhopatkar left Poona by
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ial train and reached Aurangabad via Bombay,
%p::iﬂ and Manmad, where the party halted for some
time. On the 26th, they arrived in jail safely.-

This was the biggest batch which was led on behalf of
the Hindu Maha Sabha. Messrs. Paisafund Ranade, S V.
Kelkar, Ramrao Kulkarni, and many other prominent
Hindu Sabha workers had been in this batch.

A batch of 528 volunteers was led by Pandit Dl}uren-
dra Shastri to Gulburga on behalf of Arya W}.

The third batch from Sind Hindu Sabha arrived at

ad.

Hng:bthe 26th, a batch of 40 volunteers left Manmad
under the leadership of Mr. Bapat of Bombay.

MAY :

< On the 1st, the police made a severe lat!n:charge on.
the prisoners in Hyderabad jail. The civil resisters
went on hunger-strike. :

Pandit Satyanand died in Chanchalguda prison.

On the 2nd, Messrs. Kastm:e an'd his btatch was
sentenced to two years rigorous unpnsonfnen 3

On the 2nd, Mr. Vishnu Tandurkar died in Hyderabad »
prison. Another civil resister Mr. Chhotelalji died in
Gulburga prison the next day. .

On the sth, Pandit Vedavrata, fifth dictator of
Arya Samaj led a batch of 513 volunteers at Nanded.

On the 1oth, Mr. D. K. Sathe led a batch of 26
volunteers to Paithan. The whole party was arrested
and sentenced to imprisonment.

Mr. Anantrao Gadre of Bombay led a party of
200 volunteers from Bombay to Aurax'lgabad. The
party was arrested at Aurangabad Station.
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A batch of 200 volunteers was led by Mr. Harikrishna
Varma from Nagpur.

On the 12th, 49 civil resisters were arre;t_ed at
Gulburga.

On the 13th, 46 Aryasamajist volunteers were led
at Pusad by Swami Sundarnand. ‘ i

A batch of 20 civil resisters was severely dssaulted

by the Nizam Police and the Muslim goondas at
Paranda,

On the 14th, Mr. Vishwanathrao Kelkar of Nagpur
offered satyagraha with his party at Aurangabad. ,

On the 15th, Prof. Gyanchandji led a batch of 584
Aryasamajists. The party was assaulted in Chanchal-
guda jail.

On the 20th, Mr. Kshire of Dhulia led a batch of
25 volunteers to Aurangabad.

On the 21st, Mr. Bhaskarrao Keskar, pleader from
Hyderabad hoisted the Hindu flag in the Hyderabad
High Court premises and shouted Jay to Sjt. Savarkar.
He was arrested.

On the 22nd, Mr. Keshavrao* Kelkar, a leading
practitioner of the Poona Bar and a Hindu Maha Sabha
worker, led a batch of 50 volunteers to Aurangabad.
This was a special batch from Pandharpur,

On the 25th, the Bombay Government issued orders
to the Aryasamajists to disband their volunteer
activities in Sholapur District. They had therefore to
shift their centre to Manmad.

On the 29th, Mr. Namdeo Pandurang, a civil resister
died in Gulburga jail.

On the 31st, a batch of 11 volunteers offered civil
Tesistance on behalf of Dadar Hindu Sabha at Nanded.
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Fourteen civil resisters in Mr. Paregaonkar’s batch
were arrested.

JUNE:

On the 1st, a batch of g civil resisters from Bhopal
left for Hyderabad.

On the 5th, 22 volunteers from Aurangabad offered
civil resistance. They were arrested.

Mr. Kshire and others from Khandesh, who were
in his batch were also arrested to-day.

Nine volunteers from Panjab Narayan Sena were
arrested in Aurangabad.

Mahashaya Krishna, the sixth dictator of Arya
Samaj led a batch of a thousand volunteers to Auranga-
bad. The whole party was arrested.

Eighty volunteers of Hindu Sabha came from

Manmad to Aurangabad. They were arrested.
: Sixty-one volunteers from Chand Arya Shibir were
arrested at Aurangabad to-day.
On the 6th, Sjt. D. P. Mehta, President of the

Lonavala Hindu Maha Sabha led a batch of 8 volunteers

to Aurangabad.
Mr. Shamrao Bodhani of Nanded wired to the

Prime Minister to investigate into the violent attacks

made by the Police on the public. Mr. Bodhani was

arrested. He is an influential landlord of Nanded.
On the 7th, a violent and cowardly attack was

made in cold blood by the jail Police and the goondas

on the prisoners in Aurangabad jail in the eYening."
Mr. D. K. Sathe and 20 other civil r&eistel: prisoners
Jwere severely wounded. Next day, the Police entered

every ward and attacked the prisoners individually
and violently beat them.
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' .On the gth, Mr. N. C. Kelkar wired protest of the
Iathx-c_harg&s on peaceful prisoners to Sir Akbar Hyderi,
the Resident and the British Government.

On the roth, Mr. Savarkar issued a statement
appealing to Maharashtra to intensify the struggle,.
and warned the Nizam Government that they would
‘have to bear the responsibility of these atrocities,

Qn the 12th, Bapuji Aney issued a statement con-
-demning the actions of jail authorities in Aurangabad.

Mr. Bapurao Joshi of Mahad led a batch of 30 volun-
teers to Aurangabad. The party was arrested,

Mr. Ganpatrao Garde led a batch of 17 volunteers
‘to Hyderabad.

One Aryasamaji prisoner in Aurangabad jail died,
He was already removed to the Civil Hospital in the
~city from the jail.

On the 13th, 37 civil resisters offered civil resist-
-ance at Vaijapur near Aurangabad,

Shree Shankaracharya of Jyotirmatha, who was re-
“quested by the Nizam Government to see the situation of
the Hindus in the State, had visited several places in
the State and discussed matters with local influential

_men. He also visited the prisoners in all jails both the

Aryasamajists  and  the Hindusabhaits. He had
formulated a scheme of compromise. But all his efforts
had ultimately failed. He sent his report to the Prime
Minister that the grievances of the Hindus were just and
must be redressed.

On the 15th, Mr, Vishnushastri Kelkar of Nasik
led a batch of 61 volunteers, The whole party was

arrested at Halgaon and sentenced to one year’s rigorous
imprisonment,
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Mr. Babarao Kale of Barsi led a batch of 20 volunteers.
to Paithan. The party was arrested and sentenced
to 2 years” rigorous imprisonment. They were brought
to Aurangabad jail and immediately transferred to.
Hyderabad.

\ Mr. Paregaonkar was arrested at Kaygaon.

On the 22nd, Pandit Dnyanendraji of Arya Samaj
led a batch of 170 volunteers to Gulburga. The whole
party was arrested.

On the 25th, Pandit Bhaddhadeo, seventh dicta-.
tor of Arya Samaj led a batch of 500 volunteers from
Lahore to Aurangabad, The whole party was arrested
and severely beaten at the jail gate at the time of their
entrance.

Baba Madansing Gaga led a batch of 9 Sikh volun--
teers. All of them were arrested.

On the 26th, Guru Mahant Jagannathdas led a
batch of his 70 disciples to Aurangabad.

On the 2gth, lathi-charges were made on prisoners.
in Parbhani jail,

On the 3oth, Mr. Fakir Chand, a satyagrahi prisoner
in Hyderabad jail died.

JULY :

On the 1st, Mr. Mukhansing died in Lingampalli
hospital. He was removed there from Hyderabad jail.

On the 5th, Mr. Bhopatkar was removed to Gulburga
jail from Aurangabad

On the 12th, Messrs. A. S. Bhide and Vagh pleader of
Satara led a batch to Hyderabad. There they tried to-
see the Resident. His interview being refused, they
hoisted the Hindu Flag in the adjoining  court-yard
and shouted jay. They were arrested but later released.
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Mr. Kondiram Pandit and the party were arrested at
‘Chikhalgat.

Mr. Ambokar pleader from Central Provinces led
a batch at Aurangabad. The party was arrested.

On the 19th, the Nizam Government declared the
Reforms.

On the 2oth, the Arya Samaj suspended the
movement.

AUGUST :

On the 1st, the Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya
‘Samaj withdrew the movement in consideration of the
Reforms,

On the 12th, a young civil resister Sadashiv Vishwa-
nath Pathak of Tadavale ( Dist, Sholapur ) died. He was
given very heavy work even when he was ill and
suffering from wounds made by the Police in a lathi-charge.

On the 17th, release of all the political prisoners
was declared on the Nizam's birth-day. Within one
‘week, all the prisoners were released.

The above is a day to day diary as appeared in
newspapers. It is neither complete nor absolutely
accurate. Because many times the reports published in
newspapers were based on plans which were afterwards
changed by the leaders of the jathas on account of the

«circumstances prevailing at that time; and after their
-arrests, no reports were available. But on the whole,

it represents a true picture of the happenings from time
to time. Many other contemporary events were happen-
ing both in the Nizam State and in India, but as they
were not directly connected with this movement, they
are not reported above.




